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PREFACE. 



The following Historical Geography, fecj 
has been compiled in the form of Question 
and Answer, from the writer's feeling 
persuaded that there is no better way of 
imparting knowledge to the young. The 
Answers are given in as concise a form as 
possible, and in a style calculated to make 
Im impression on the mind of the pupil; 
and every subject ihtroduced has been 
I thoroughly elucidated, with a view to save 
the mastel: the trouble of explanation. 
With these observations, the compiler 
commits his book to the scholastic pro* 
fession, in the hope that it will receive 
that approbjltion, of which Tae lasia ^fem^Ti 
io lender it i 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
GEOGRAPHY, THE GLOBES, 

AND 

« 

ASTRONOMY. 



What is geography ? 

A description of the surfieiee of the e«th or globe 
which we inhabit. * The term geography is derived 
from the Greek words, "6e" the earth, and 
"Grapho,'* to write or describe. 

Of how many parts does geography consist ? 

Two, viz. political and physical geography ; the 
former relat^ to the division of the earth, as it has 
been divided by man ; and the latter treats of its 
natural divisions, as oceans, mountains, continents, 
islands, &c. 

What is the area of the earth's surface ? 

It is estimated to contain about 197 millions of 
English square miles, of which the water occupies 
145^ millions; and the land 51^ millions. There 
may be other tracts of land not yet discovered, 
especially within the vicinity of the poles; but this 
is only conjecture. There is more land in the 
northern, than in the southern hemisphere ; and in. 
the eastern than in the western bieim&p^^te. 
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Name the natural divisions of the land. 

Continents, islands, peninsulas, isthmuses, pro- 
montories, capes, and shores. 

Describe these divisions. 

A continent is a vast tract of land containing 
many countries, as Europe. An island is a portion 
of land surrounded by water, as Great Britain. A 
peninsula is a tract of land which is nearly sur- 
rounded by water, as the Morea in Greece. An 
isthmus is a piece of land joining two countries, and 
separating two seas, as the Isthmus of Panama. A 
promontory is a part of the land projecting into the 
sea, the extreme point of Which is called a capa as 
the Cape of Good Hope. A shore is that part of the 
land which is washed by the sea. 

How is the water divided ? 

Into oceans, seas, gulfs, bays, straits, lakes, and 
rivers. 

How are these divisions defined ? 

An ocean is a vast extent of salt water not divided 
by land, as the Atlantic Ocean. A sea is a smaller 
collection of water than an ocean, as the Black Sea. 
A gulf is a part of the sea running up into the land, 
as the gulf of Genoa. A bay is a gulf of less extent, 
but having a wider opening. A small bay is called 
a creek, or harbour, or cove. A strait is a narrow 
part of salt water separating two countries, and join- 
ing two seas, or the opposite to an isthmus, as the 
strait of Dover. A lake is a portion of water entirely 
surrounded by land, being the reverse of an island, 
as the lake of Geneva. A river is a body of fresh 
water rising in the land and flowing into the sea, as 
the Thames. Where a river rises is called its source, 
and its mouth is where it empties itself into the sea. 
The bed of a river is the channel it flows through ; 
and its basin is that part of a country through which 



it flows^ and by which it is drained. A river's banks 
is that part of the land^ on both sides of it, which is 
washed by its waters. 

What is the shape of the earth ? 

It is nearly rounds and therefore does not form 
a perfect globe or sphere. It is an oblate spheroid. 

What is a globe or sphere ? 

A body everywhere perfectly round. The half of 
a globe is a hemisphere. The fourth part of a circle 
is called a quadrant, and consists of 90^. 

How many kinds of globes are there ? 

Two, the terrestrial and the celestial. The former 
is an artificial globe, on which the surface of the 
earth is delineated, with its continents, oceans, 
mountains, rivers, towns, &c. A celestial globe is 
an inverted representation of the starry Heavens. 

Why do you call it an inverted representation ? 

Because as we look at the Heavens they appear 
hollow or concave, whereas, on an artificial globe, 
they are made to have a convex appearance. In 
order to have a correct representation of the Heavens, 
it would be necessary to procure a globe sufficiently 
large to allow of our getting inside, and having the 
stars and planets marked therein. 

What are the north and south poles 7 

The extreme ends of the earth's axis, which is an 
imaginary line passing through the centre of the earth 
from north to south, and on which it is said to turn. 

What is the equator ? 

An imaginary hne passing round the middle of 
the earth from west to east, and dividing it into two 
equal parts, called the northern and southern hemi* 
spheres. The equator is 90° from each pole. 

What are meridian lines ? 

Meridian lines, or lines of longitude, are semi- 
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circles, or half circles, cutting the equator at right 
angles, and extending from pole to pole. 

What is an angle ? 

The inclination or opening between two straight 
lines. Angles are of three kinds; acute^ obtuse^ 
and right angles. 

How are these angles defined ? 

One straight line standing upon another straight 
line, making the adjacent angles equal, each of them 
is a right angle, thus J. 90°. An acute angle is 
less than a right angle, thus / . An obtuse angle 
is greater than a right angle, thus \ • 

You have been speaking of lines, what is a line ? 

That which has length and breadth, but no thick- 
ness. A straight line is one that lies evenly between 
its two points; or the nearest road between two points. 
A crooked line is one that lies unevenly between its 
two points. 

What is a great circle ? 

A line encircling the earth, and dividing it into 
two equal parts, as the equator. A small circle is 
one which divides it into two unequal parts, as the 
tropics, and polar circles. 

What is a circle ? 

A space enclosed by one line, called the circum- 
ference^ all parts of which are equally distant from a 
given point called the centre. A point is that which 
has neither length, breadth, nor thickness. 

What are the tropics ? 

Two small circles encircling the earth, and run- 
ning parallel with the equator. The northern is 
called the tropic of Cancer ; and the southern the 
tropic of Capricorn. They are 231° from the equator. 

Why are they called tropics ? 

From the Greek word, '' Trepo " I turn, because 



when the sun reaches either of them^ it apparently 
turns back. It must be borne in mind that the sun 
is stationary^ and that it is the earth which moves. 

When does the sun reach the tropic of Cancer ? 

The 21st June^ which is our longest day; and 
when it is over the tropic of Capricorn^ it is our 
shortest day, the 21st December. 

How often does the sun cross the equator ? 

Twice in a year, the first time is on the 21st 
March, which is called the vernal equinox; and 
again on the 21st of September, which is the autumnal 
equinox. On these occasions the days and nights 
are equal all over the world. 

When is the sun nearest to the earth, in winter or 
summer 7 

In winter ; but it is colder to us because the rays 
of the sun are then more oblique or slanting. 

Is the northern or southern hemisphere the colder? 

The southern, which is occasioned by there being 
more water in the south than in the north; for 
water absorbs heat. Captain Parry sailed within 9° 
of the north pole ; but Captain Weddell could ap- 
proach no nearer than 15^ to the south pole ; both 
being prevented proceeding farther on account of the 
ice which impeded them. 

What are polar circles ? 

Two small circles which encircle the earth, being 
23^^ from the poles, or the same distance from the 
poles, as the tropics are from the equator. 

You stated the earth was round, give some proof 
that such is the case. 

If a ship start from a port, and always keep her 
head in the same direction, she will come back to the 
point whence she started, plainly demonstrating that 
she has made a circuit. If you stand on the sea 
shore, and watch a ship in the distance CQ\si\\i^ 
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towards you, you will observe the tops of the roasts 
first, and then gradually the lower parts as she 
comes Dearer. 

Why is the hull of the ship hidden from your view ? 
In consequence of the rotundity of the water be- 
tween the vessel and yourself. 

Have you any other proof that the world is round ? 
Yes, this is convincingly shewn by an eclipse of 
the moon, which is occasioned by the earth's shadow 
falling upon the moon, which shadow is observed to 
be round, and therefore the earth itself must be 
round, for no other than a round body can cast a 
round shadow. 

How can the earth be round considering the 
inequalities on its surface ? 

Because the mountains, valleys, &c., on the earth's 
surface, do not lessen its spherical form, any more 
than fhe inequalities on the rind of an orange detract 
from its roundness. 

What is the distance round the world called ? 
Its circumference, which is 860^, or nearly twenty- 
five thousand miles. All circles, however, large or 
small, are divided into the same number of degrees. 
What is meant by the earth's diameter ? 
Its distance through the centre, which is nearly 
eight thousand miles : it is either polar or equatorial 
diameter. 

Describe the difference between them. 

By polar diameter is meant the distance through 

the centre of the earth from north to south, or from 

pole to pole; and by equatorial diameter, the like 

measurement from west to east. The equatorial 

exceeds the polar diameter by about twenty-six miles. 

This difference is caused by the flatness of the poles. 

Has the earth any motions ? 

It has two motions ; one round its own axis, and 



tlie other round the sun ; the former is called its 
diurnal or daily motion^ and the latter its annual or 
yearly motion. 

How long is the earth rotating on its axis ? 

Twenty-four hours, and by this motion day and 
night, or light and darkness are produced. 

What effect has this motion in the heavens ? 

It causes them to appear to move from east to west^ 
or in a contrary direction to what the earth does. 

Give some proof whereby this can be more fully 
understood. 

When a person is travelling on the railroad, the 
trees, and rails, and everything which he passes, 
appear to move in a contrary direction to himself. 

Give an interesting proof that the earth rotates on 
its own axis. 

If you place two upright poles in the ground, and 
another across them, and in this fix a swivel which 
turns within itself, and fasten a weight to it with a 
cord, with a short piece of string hanging from it, 
and allow it to trail on a table covered with sand, 
and keep it constantly in motion, the line which is 
made at first straight, will change its direction as 
the day advances, though the table has, apparently, 
remained constantly in the same position. 

How are light and darkness occasioned by the 
rotation of the earth ? 

The sun is stationary, and when the meridian of 
any place, not within the polar circles, comes under 
the sun, it is then noon, or mid-day at that place, 
and it is midnight at a place on the opposite side of 
the earth; and as the earth continues its motion, 
that place, which was opposite to the sun at noon, 
gradually recedes, and when it has progressed 90°, 
it is then six o'clock in the evening ; and 90° more 
brings it to midnight, or to that sijot ^\vv^\^ "^^^^a^ 



8 

opposite to it twelve hours before, and thus the 
relative positions of the two places are reversed.* 

How long is the earth revolving round the sun ? 

365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, 57 seconds, 39 
thirds, which is the length of our solar year. By this 
motion the seasons are produced. 

How far is the sun from the earth ? 

Ninety-five millions of miles; and the earth revolves 
round it at the rate of nineteen miles in a second. 

Why is this rapid motion not perceptible ? 

Because every thing that we see is moving at the 
same rate. This is exemplified in the case of a person 
riding in a railway carriage, for he will not feel the 
motion, how fast soever it may be going, provided he 
exclude from his view all external objects. 

If the earth is moving so rapidly, why is not 
everything on its surface hurled off ? 

Because the centripetal is greater than the cen- 
trifugal force. 

Explain this. 

The earth, as it revolves round the sun, has the 
desire, so to speak, to throw everything from it ; but, 
at the same time, it possesses within itself a superior 
power of attracting things to its centre, and conse- 
quently they remain stationary. 

What is this power called ? 

The attraction of gravitation. There is also the 
attraction of cohesion, by which the component parts 
of a solid body cleave to each other, and there is 
also the attraction of adhesion, by which one thing 
sticks or attaches itself to another. There is like- 
wise capillary attraction, by means of which water 
ascends a tube no larger than a hair above its level ; 
— capillus is the Latin for a hair. 

* It must be remembered that only half of a round 
body can be illuminated at a time by one light. 



What is latitude ? 

The distance of a place north or south of the 
equator. The greatest latitude that a place can have 
is 90°, the distance from the equator to the poles. 

How is the diflference of the latitude of two places 
determined ? 

If one is north and the other souths their latitudes 
roust be added ; but when they are both norths or 
both souths it is necessary to subtract them. 

What is longitude ? 

The distance of a place east or west from the first 
meridian^ which is reckoned in degrees on the equator. 
The greatest longitude that a place can have is 180°, 
or half the circumference of the globe; 180° is both 
east and west longitude. This can be understood by 
passing the hand half round the head from one ear 
to the other^ which can be accomplished by going 
either towards the right or the left. 

What is the first meridian ? 

That place from which a country reckons its 
longitude. Every place has its own meridian, though 
twenty-four are generally drawn upon the globe, 
answering to the twenty-four hours of the day, be- 
cause as the earth turns on its own axis, 15° of the 
earth's surface pass under the sun in one hour, and 
therefore in twenty-four hours the whole surface 
of the earth must have passed under the sun. 
15° X 24 = 360° the circumference of the globe. 

Does not a difierence in longitude cause a difier- 
ence in time ? 

Yes, 15° makes a difference of one hour, and 
consequently one degree makes a difference of four 
minutes. 60 min. -f- 15 = 4 min. 

What is the length of a degree on the equator ? 

Sixty-nine-and-a-half English miles, equal to sixty 
geographical miles. 
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Is a degree of longitude the same length all over 
the world ? 

No, the further we go north and south of the 
equator, the shorter becomes a degree of longitude. 
The length of a degree of longitude at London is 
43 miles. 

Give an example of a difference in longitude 
causing a difference in time. 

St. Petersburgh is 30° east of London, conse- 
quently when it is eight o'clock in the morning in 
London, it is ten o'clock at St. Petersburgh ; and 
at a place 30° west of London, it would be six o'clock. 

How is it that two persons who meet after having 
sailed round the world find that there is a difference 
of two days in their calculation of the time ? 

Because the one who sails east would have to put 
his watch one hour in advance every 15° that he went ; 
whilst the other going west would have to put it 
back one hour every 15° he sailed ; and consequently 
one would gain, and the other would lose an hour ; 
and as 15° is contained 24 times in 360°, one will 
gain and the other lose a day. 

What is the Ecliptic ? 

The imaginary path of the sun round the earth. 
The Zenith is that part of the heavens immediately 
over our head ; and the Nadir is that part beneath 
our feet. 

What is the Zodiac ? 

That part of the heavens extending eight or nine 
degrees on each side of the Ecliptic, in which the 
motions of the moon and the principal planets are 
performed. 

Repeat the signs of the Zodiac. 

Aries : the Ram. Taurus : the Bull. 

Gemini : the Twins. Cancer : the Crab. 

Leo : the Lion. Virgo : the Virgin. 
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lAbra : the Balance. Scorpio : the Scorpion. 

Saffittarius: the Archer. Capricomus: the He Goat. 

Aquarius : the Water- Pisces : the Fishes, 
bearer. 

Why were these signs so named ? 

Prom a similarity between these things and cer- 
tain groups of stars which the ancients imagined 
they could perceive. 

Who are said to have invented these signs ? 

The Egyptians. Some ascribe the invention to 
Anaximander 560 B.C. 

What is meant by the sun being in Aries ? 

The sun is said to be in Aries, when it is in that 
part of the heavens opposite to that sign of the Zodiac. 

What are the equinoctial points ? 

Those two points of the Ecliptic at the greatest 
distance from the Equator. The Solstitial points 
are those two points where the Ecliptic and the 
Equator intersect each other. 

The Zones. * 

What is a Zone ? 

A belt or girdle ; it is a term derived from the 
Latin word " Zona.^^ There are five zones, viz., one 
torrid, two temperate, and two frigid. 

Where is the Torrid Zone ? 

It occupies that part of the earth lying between 
the Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn, and which is 
sometimes called the Tropics ; it is so called from 
the Latin word '' Torridus'' hot. The Torrid Zone 
is 47° in breadth. 

Where are the Frigid Zones ? 

The north Frigid Zone lies round the north pole, 
and is 23 1° in breadth ; and the south Frigid Zone 
lies round the south pole, and is of the same extent. 
They take their name from "Fr\^\d\xa" >Jsi'fc\i^\sjL 
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for cold. The former is bounded by the North Pole 
and the Arctic Circle, and the latter by the South 
Pole and the Antarctic Circle. Antarctic signifies 
opposite the Arctic. " Ante," opposite to. 

Where are the Temperate Zones ? 

The North Temperate lies between the Arctic 
Circle and the Tropic of Cancer; and the South 
Temperate is between the Tropic of Capricorn and 
the Antarctic Circle, the breadth of each of these 
zones is 46° 56'. Temperate signifies neither too 
hot nor too cold. 

Map of the World. 

Name the great divisions of the world. 

Europe, Asia, Africa, America, Australasia and 
Polynesia — of these Europe is the smallest ; America 
the largest; Africa the most uncivilised, and the 
least known ; whilst Asia is the quarter that was 
first peopled ; Australasia signifies Southern Asia ; 
and Polynesia means " Many Islands,'^ a term de- 
rived from the tWb Greek words ^^Polus,'* many, and 
"Nesos,^^ ifcknd. 

What great quarters are comprised in the eastern 
hemisphere ? 

Europe, Asia, and Africa ; which taken together 
form what is called the Old World. 

What quarter is comprised in the western hemi- 
sphere ? 

America; this is sometimes named the New World, 
in consequence of its not having been known so long 
as the other. 

By whom was America discovered ? 

By Christopher Columbus, a native of Genoa in 
Italy, A.D. 1492, in the reign of Henry VII., who 
gained the throne of England by defeating Richard 
III., at the battle of Bosworth Fields a.d. 1485. 
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What people discovered America ? 

The Spaniards^ during the reign of Ferdinand and 
Isabella^ who furnished Columbus with three ships 
when he went on hb voyage of discovery. 

After whom is America named ? 

Amerigo Vespuccio, a native of Florence in Tus- 
cany, formerly a dukedom of Italy^ but now a por- 
tion of the king of Italy's dominions. 

What part of America is named after Columbus ? 

Columbia, a country situated in the north-western 
part of South America. 

How many oceans are there ? 

Five; the northern or Arctic; the southern or 
Antarctic ; the Atlantic; the Indian, and the Pacific ; 
but all of these, being united, form properly one ocean. 

Why are the Atlantic, the Indian, and the Pacific 
so named ? 

The Atlantic takes its name from the Atlas moun- 
tains in the north of Africa. The Pacific was so 
named by the Spaniards, who found it much calmer 
than the Atlantic after doubling Cape Horn; and 
the Indian is so named from its proximity to India, 
a country in the south of Asia. 

Which is the largest of these oceans ? 

The Pacific, which occupies about one half of the 
surface of the globe. The Indian and Atlantic 
oceans are three thousand miles across. 

Where are these oceans situated ? 

The Arctic ocean lies round the North Pole, and 
is north of Europe, Asia and America. The Antarc- 
tic lies round the South Pole. The Indian ocean is 
to the south of Asia, and east of Africa. The Atlantic 
ocean separates America from Europe and Africa, being 
to the east of the former, and west of the latter. The 
Pacific ocean divides Asia from America, being to 
the east of the former, and west of the lattet. 

% 
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Europe. 

What is Europe ? 

Europe is the smallest of the four great quarters 
of the globe ; it is in the eastern hemisphere, and 
lies to the north of Africa, and west of Asia. It is 
preeminent for its civilization, power, wealth and 
knowledge. 

From whom does Europe derive its name ? 

From Europa, who is supposed to have lived 
.about 1552 B.C. It is said to have been first peo- 
pled by the descendants of Japheth, the eldest son of 
Noah. 

How is Europe bounded ? 

Europe is bounded on the north by the Arctic 
ocean; on the south by the Mediterranean sea, 
which separates it from Africa ; on the west by the 
Atlantic ocean, which divides it from America ; and 
on the east by the Archipelago ; the straits of Dar- 
danelles or Hellespont; the sea of Marmora; the 
straits of Constantinople or the Bosphorus; the 
Black sea ; the straits of Kaffa, Kertch or Zenekale, 
and the sea of Azof; the Caspian sea, the Ural 
mountains, the Ural river, and Asia. 

Why is the Mediterranean sea so called ? 

It is so named from its being situated between two 
countries or land. Its name is composed of two 
Latin words, "medius,^^ middle, and "terra,*^ land. 
In Scripture history it is known under the name of 
the Great Sea. 

What was the original signification of the term 
Archipelago ? 

It signified '* chief sea,*' and was applied by the 
Greeks to the sea surrounding their own country. 
Its name is derived from two Greek words, " archos '* 
and *^pelagos.'' 
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What is the present meaniDg of the term Archi- 
pelago ? 

It is a name given to a part of the sea studded 
with numerous islands. 

Why was the Hellespont so called ? 

From Helle, who, it is fabulously said, when 
fleeing from the cruelty of her mother-in-law, Ino, 
passed over this part of the sea on a golden ram, but 
becoming giddy she fell off; from this circumstance 
it was said to have been called by the ancients, 
" Hellespont/' 

What is the breadth of the Dardanelles ? 

In its broadest part it measures about a mile and 
a-half across, and in its narrowest half-a-mile. 

What is the derivation of the term " Bosphorus V* 

It is derived from two Greek words, " bous," an 
ox, and " poros,'' a ford ; it was so named because 
an ox could wade across it. These straits are about 
half-a-mile broad at the narrowest part. 

Why is the Black Sea so named ? ^ 

Prom the dark misty fogs which often cover it. 
The ancient name of this sea was the Euxine. It has 
no tides. 

What is the Caspian Sea properly ? 

A great lake, the largest in the world, since it has 
no communication with any other sea: its water is not 
salt, but somewhat brackish. This sea has been sup- 
posed by some to have an underground communica- 
tion with the Black Sea; but this is impossible, 
seeing it is at a lower elevation, the Black Sea being 
83 feet higher than the Caspian. 

Where is the North Sea or German Ocean ? 

It lies betiveen Britain and Denmark; it is also 
north of Belgium, Holland, and a part of Hanover. 

Where is the Zuyder Zee ? 

It is a portion of the German Ocean running u!j 
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into Holland. It signifies the south sea^ and is very 
shallow^. 

Where is the bay of Biscay ? 

It is to the west of France, and north of Spain. 
This bay is a part of the Atlantic ocean, and is 
very stormy. 

Where is the gulf of Venice or Adriatic sea ? 

It lies between Italy and Turkey, being to thq east 
of the former. It is an oflFset of the Mediterranean* 

Where is the Western or Grecian Archipelago ? 

It lies to the south-east of Greece, and is a part of 
the Mediterranean sea. The Levant is the most 
easterly part of this sea. 

Where is the White sea? 

In the north of Russia ; it is an offset of the 
Arctic ocean. It is covered with ice for three or 
four months in the year. 

Where is the Baltic sea ? 

To the north of Prussia, to the west of Russia, and 
east of Denmark and Sweden. In its western part 
the Baltic is not more than fifty feet in depth, and 
is only one-third as salt as sea- water in general, in 
consequence of its receiving so many rivers ; it like- 
wise has no tides. 

Name three gulfs branching off from the Baltic 
sea. 

Bothnia, lying between Sweden and Finland; and 
Riga and Finland, which run up into the western 
side of Russia. 

Mention three narrow straits leading into the 
Baltic sea. 

The Sound, between Zealand and Sweden ; this 
is the most frequented passage into the Baltic, 
and is 2J miles broad. The Great Belt, between the 
islands of Zealand and Funen ; and the Little Belt, 
which separates Funen from the peninsula of Jutland. 
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These straits are generally frozen over from the 
middle of December to April; and the Baltic sea 
itself is often wholly or partially frozen over. 

Where are the gulfs of Lepanto or Corinth^ and 
Taranto? 

Lepanto lies between the Morea and the rest of 
Greece ; and Taranto runs up into the south of Italy. 
That part of the Mediterranean sea to the west of 
Greece is named the Ionian sea. 
• Where is the Tyrenean sea ? 

It is that part of the Mediterranean lying between 
the island of Elba on the norths the islands of Corsica 
and Sardinia on the west^ the island of Sicily on the 
souths and Italy on the east. 

Where are the gulfs of Lyons and Genoa ? 
The gulf of Lyons is in the south of France, and 
Genoa is on the western side of Italy. Both of these 
gulfs are offsets from the Mediterranean. 
Where are the straits of Gibraltar ? 
Between Spain and Africa; they lead from the 
Atlantic ocean into the Mediterranean sea, and are 
13 miles wide in their naiTOwest part. A strong 
current sets into the Mediterranean through these 
straits; but the evaporation from this sea is sufficiently 
great to carry off the large quantity of water that is 
being constantly poured into it, and this great evapo- 
ration is the cause of this sea being so salt ; it is 
about 2 per cent. Salter than sea- water in general. 

What was the ancient name of the straits of 
Gibraltar ? 

The Pillars of Hercules ; they were so called from 
two lofty mountains, Abyla in Africa, and Calpe in 
Spain, which are about 18 miles apart. The Straits 
of Gibraltar take their name from the fortress of Gib- 
raltar in the south of Spain, which was taken by the 
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English^ under Sir Gtflrge Rook and Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel^ in the fcig^^if Queen Anne^ a.d. 1704. 

When did tbp 'l^^i«(ds endeavour to retake 
Gibraltar ? ' 

In the reign of Gedi^e III. ; they besieged it from 
July, 1779, to February, 1783 ; but all their attempts 
failed in consequence of the bravery of the garrison, 
who were commanded by Sir John Elliot. Red-hot 
shot was first employed on this occasion ; it was used 
by Elliot to- bum the flat-bottomed boats of the 
Spaniards before they could succeed in coming under 
the guns of the fortress. 

What use do the English make of this place ? 

It serves them as an entrepot of the Mediterranean 
trade, and as a naval station in the time of war ; it 
likewise gives them the key to this sea. 

What is the derivation of the word Gibraltar ? 

It takes its name from ^' Gibel,^^ the first Moorish 
general who set up his standard in Spain, and 
"taric,** which signifies a rock in the Moorish 
language — Gibel's rock. 

Where are the straits of Dover ? 

Between France and England ; they lead from the 
English channel into the German ocean. These 
straits are 21 miles in breadth. Calais in France, 
and Dover in England, are the two ports the nearest 
to each other. 

What English king took Calais ? 

Edward III., after a siege of 11 months, a.d. 
1347. It was retaken by the Duke of Guise in the 
reign of Queen Mary, ad. 1557. 

Where are the straits of Bonifacio and Messina ? 

The former are between Corsica and Sardinia, two 
islands in the Mediterranean sea, to the west of 
Italy ; and the latter separates the island of Sicily 
from the south of Italy. 
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What whirlpool and rock, Jhngerous to ancient 
navigators^ were situated in thevtilrttils ? 
Scylla and Charybdis. ., .-' > ; * .^V- 
Where is the North cape ? 
To the north of Norway. The Naze is to the 
south of this country. 

Where is cape La Hogue ? 
In the north of France. Gi^s Ortegal and 
Finisterre are in the north-west of Spain. Cape 
Roca^ in the west of Portugal, is the most westerly 
point of the continent of Europe. 
Where is cape St. Vincent ? 
In the south-west of Portugal. A naval engage- 
ment was fought here between the Spaniards and the 
English under Sir John Jervis, when the former were 
defeated, February 14th, a.d. 1798. 
Where is cape Trafalgar ? 

In the south-west of Spain. It was here that the 
French were defeated in a naval engagement, by Lord 
Nelson, who lost his life in the hour of victory, 
October 21st, 1805. Cape Tarifa to the south of 
Spain is the most southerly point of Europe. 

Where are capes Spartivento, Fassaro, and Mata- 
pan? 

Spartivento is to the south of Italy ; Fassaro, to 
the south of the island of Sicily; and Matapan is 
the most southerly point of Greece. 

Mention some capes in the British isles. 
Land's End and Lizard Point in Cornwall ; Start 
Point and Hartland Point in Devonshire ; the north 
and south Foreland in Kent; Beachy Head in 
Sussex; Flamborough Head in Yorkshire; cape 
Wrath in the north-west of Scotland; St. David's 
Head in Pembrokeshire; and cape Clear in the 
south of Ireland. 

Mention some islands in the Arctic Ocean. 
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Nova Zembla, and Spitzbergen, the most northerly 
land known, and which is much visited by Danish 
and Norwegian whalers. The Lofoden isles are off 
the north-west coast of Norway. 

Name some European islands in the Atlantic 
ocean. 

Iceland, the capital of which is Skalholt; this 
island is famous for its volcano, named Hecla, and 
its boiling springs, called Geysers; and the Faroe 
isles, both of which belong to Denmark. The Azores 
or Western isles, the chief of which is St. MichaeFs, 
famous for its oranges : these islands belong to 
Portugal, from which country they are distant about 
800 miles. 

Mention some other islands in the Atlantic ocean 
belonging to Europe. 

Great Britain and Ireland ; the Hebrides to the 
west of Scotland ; the Orkney isles to the north of 
Scotland, from which they are separated by the 
Pentland Frith ; and the Shetland isles,' to the north 
of the Orkneys. 

Name the principal island in these groups. 

Mainland is the largest of the Shetland isles, in 
which is Mount Eona, 1470 feet high. Mainland, or 
Pomona is the largest of the Orkney isles, the chief 
towns of which are Kirkw^all and Stromness. The 
Hebrides are divided into two groups, the inner and 
outer Hebrides : the principal islands of the inner 
Hebrides, are Jura, Islay, Mull Skye, and Staffa ; 
in the last of which is the famous and beautiful 
basaltic cavern called FingaPs cave. In the island 
of Mull, is Ben More, 3166 feet high. The principal 
of the outer Hebiides are Lewis, Harris, and north 
and south Uist. 

Name two islands in the Frith of Clyde* 

Arran and Bute. 
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Where is the isle of Anglesey ? 
Off the north-west coast of Wales, opposite 
Caernarvonshire, from which it is separated by the 
Menai straits, over which there is a tubular suspen- 
sion bridge, 560 feet in length, constructed by Mr. 
Telford. 

What was the ancient name of Anglesey ? 
Mona ; it was the chief seat of the Druids, the 
greater part of whom were put to death by the 
Roman general Paulinus. The chief towns of An- 
glesey are Beaumaris and Holyhead, the last of 
which is the usual port whence passengers embark 
for Ireland. 

Where is the isle of Man ? 
In the Irish sea; its chief towns are Castletown, 
Douglas, Ramsey and Peele. Snea-fell in this island 
has an elevation of 2004 feet. This island formerly 
belonged to the Earls of Derby. 
Where is the isle of Wight ? 
In the English channel, opposite Southampton in 
Hampshire. The anchorage of Spithead is between 
this island and Portsmouth ; and the Solent is on 
the north-western side of the island. The chief 
towns are Cowes, Newport, and Ryde. 
Where are the Scilly isles ? 
Off the coast of Cornwall. They are famous for 
their tin mines, which have been wrought ever since 
the birth of Christ. The Phoenicians traded here. 

Mention some islands off the east coast of North- 
umberland. 

Earn, Coquet, and Holy isle. Thanet and Sheppey 
are in the German ocean, off the coast of Kent. 
Margate, Ramsgate, and Broadstairs are in the isle 
of Thanet, and are famous watering places. 

What three countries form the island of Great 
Britain ? 
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Scotland^ which occupies the north part of the 
island j England the south and east; and Wales 
the west. 

What hills, river, and frith are between England 
and Scotland 7 

The Cheviot hills, the river Tweed, and the Solway 
frith. A frith is a narrow arm of the sea ; it is 
derived from the Latin word " Fretum,'^ a narrow 
sea. 

Name some hills in Scotland. 

The Pentland hills, the Grampian hills, and the 
Lammer Muir. Ben Nevis, the highest mountain 
in Britain, is in Scotland, in Invernesshire, as is also 
Ben Lomond. 

What Roman general defeated Galgacus on the 
Grampian hills ? 

Agricola, a general under Vespasian, Titus, and 
Domitian, 10th, 11th, and 12th emperors of Rome. 
It was Agricola who first discovered Britain to be 
an island. 

Name some rivers in Scotland. 

The Forth, which rises in Perthshire ; the Tay, 
between the highlands and lowlands ; the Dee and 
the Don, both in Aberdeenshire, and famous for their 
salmon fishery ; the Spey in Invernesshire, and the 
Clyde. 

Mention some lakes in Scotland. 

Loch Lomond, the largest in Britain ; it measures 
23 miles in length, by 9 in breadth ; Loch Tay ; 
Loch Fine ; and Loch Awe. 

Into what two parts is Scotland divided ? 

Into the Highlands and the Lowlands. The inha- 
bitants of the former were formerly called Scots, and 
of the latter Ficts. The language spoken by the 
highlanders is called '* Erse,^^ and is much the same 
as that spoken by the lower class of Irish. 
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How many counties is Scotland divided into 7 

Thirty-three. 

Name the universities of Scotland. 

Edinburgh^ Glasgow, Aberdeen, and St. Andrews. 

What is the capital of Scotland ? 

Edinburgh, on the frith of Forth, the port of 
^hich is Leith, by which it is connected by means of 
L road, a mile in length. Glasgow on the Clyde is ' 
he second city of note in Scotland. 

Name some manufacturing towns in Scotland. 

Glasgow, Greenock, and Paisley ; at this last place 
ine shawls are made. Dundee and Dunfermline, 
loted for their linen manufactures ; and Caron and 
yiontrose, both of which are engaged in the iron 
:rade. 

What celebrated moor is situated near Inverness ? 

Culloden Moor; it was here that the Duke of 
Cumberland defeated the rebel forces of the Young 
Pretender, a.d. 1746, in the reign of George 11. 

Name the principal town in the north of Scotland. 

Perth, on the river Tay ; this city was formerly 
the metropolis of Scotland. 

What is the established religion of Scotland ? 

The Presbyterian, as established by John Knox^ 
A.D. 1560. 

When were England and Scotland united under 
the same king ? 

In the year 1603, when James VI. of Scotland 
became king of England, under the title of James I. 
He came to the throne by the right of his great- 
grandmother, Margaret, the eldest daughter of Henry 
VII. of England. They were united under the same 
government in the reign of Queen Anne, a.d. 1707. 

Shew in what way James was heir to the English 
throne. 

Henry VIII. had three children, eacJa. ol HiWsiQ^ 
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became successively sovereigns of England ; but iu 
consequence of their dying without issue, it is 
necessary to go back to the monarch preceding Henry 
VIII., who was his father, Henry VII., whose 
eldest daughter named Margaret, married James 
IV. of Scotland, who had a son, named James 
v., who left a daughter, named Mary Stuart, who 
had a son by Lord Darnley, named James VI. of 
Scotland'and I. of England. 

What was the ancient name of Scotland ? 

Caledonia, hence the Scots were sometimes called 
Caledonians. 

What two English kings were great enemies of 
Scotland ? 

Edward I. and his grandson Edward III. Sir 
William Wallace and Robert Bruce opposed the 
former, and David Bruce was king of Scotland during 
the reign of Edward III. Wallace was betrayed 
into the hands of Edward I., by whom he was hanged; 
and David Bruce was taken prisoner at the battle of 
Nevil's cross in Durham, by Philippa, the wife of Ed- 
ward III., whilst he was besieging Calais in France. 

England. 

How is England bounded ? 

It is bounded on the north by Scotland, the river 
Tweed, the Solway Frith, and the Cheviot Hills ; 
on the south by the English channel, which separates 
it from France; on the west by Wales, and the 
Irish sea, which divides it from Ireland ; and on the 
east by the North sea, which separates it from 
Denmark, Holland, and Belgium. 

What is the extent of England ? 

From Berwick-upon-Tweed to Lizard Point in 
Cornwall, it is 423 miles in length; but a line 
drawn between these two points crosses the British 
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End and the South Foreland in Kent. 

What is the derivation of the word England ? 

It is 80 called from ^'Anglen/^ a village in 
Saxony, whence a great number of the Saxons who 
settled in England came, and "Land^' the Saxon 
for country ; it was originally called Angleland, now 
corrupted into England. 

What was the ancient name of England ? 

Albion, so called from its white chalky cliflFs. 
The name is derived from " Albus/' the Latin for 
white. Some say that it took its name from Albion* 
a king who once reigned in England, but this is 
somewhat mythical. 

How many counties is England divided into ? 

Forty, and these were classed into six circuits by 
Henry II. It was Alfred who divided England 
into hundreds and tithings. 

Which is the most northerly county of England ? 

Northumberland. Suffolk is the most easterly; 
Lowestoffe is the most easterly town in this county. 
Cornwall is the most southerly and westerly county 
of England. Yorkshire, which is divided into North, 
East and West Ridings, is the largest county, and 
Rutland is the smallest ; Middlesex, Cheshire, 
Durham, and Lancashire, are counties Palatine, 
having distinct courts of their own. 

What is the capital of England ? 

London, on the Thames ; this was a flourishing 
place during the time of the Romans, and a great 
part of it was burnt to the ground by Boadicea, 
queen of the Iceni, the inhabitants of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, and Cambridgeshire. 

Name some of the chief trading ports of England. 

Liverpool, on the Mersey, in Lancashire; this 
town ranks next to London as a port, it tx^ds.% 
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principally with Ireland^ the West Indies, and 
America. 

Hull, in Yorkshire ; this port is engaged in the 
whale fishery, which is carried on chiefly hy the 
British and Americans. The whale is valuable for 
its oil and bone. 

Bristol, the third port in England, is on i^ie 
Lower Avon, about 8 miles from its mouth ; it is 
partly in Gloucestershire, and partly in Somerset- 
shire. It trades considerably with Ireland. 

Newcastle on the Tyne, in Northumberland ; this 
port is famous for the shipment of coal, and also for 
pickled salmon. North and South Shields, and 
Tynemouth are likewise busy towns on the Tyne. 
Sunderland, in Durham, is also a port for the ship- 
ment of coal. 

Name some smaller ports of England. 

Whitehaven, in Cumberland; Poole, in Dorset- 
shire ; Falmouth, in Cornwall ; Lynn and Yar- 
mouth, in Norfolk ; this place is of some note for 
the curing of herrings ; Southampton, which is in 
Hampshire, is rapidly rising in importance. 

Which are the chief naval dock-yards or arsenals ? 

Portsmouth, in Hampshire ; Plymouth, in Devon- 
shire; Deptford and Woolwich, on the Thames; 
Chatham and Sheerness, on the Medway ; these last 
four are in Kent. Opposite Plymouth harbour is 
Eddystone lighthouse. 

Name some of the principal inland watering 
places in England. 

Bath, in Somersetshire; Cheltenham, in Glou- 
cestershire; Tunbridge, in Kent; Harrowgate, in 
Yorkshire ; and Leamington, in Warwickshire. 

Which are the principal sea-bathing places ? 

Brighton, in Sussex ; this town owes its elevation 
to the patronage of George IV., with whom it was 
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a favourite summer residence; Margate^ Ramsgate, 
and Broadstairs in the Island of Thanet^ opposite 
Kent; Scarborough, in Yorkshire; Weymouth, in 
Dorsetshire ; and Torquay, in Devonshire ; Bognor, 
Worthing, and Hastings, all of which are in Sussex, 
are also sea-bathing places. 

What towns are famous for the manufacture of 
linen and cotton ? 

Manchester, on the Irwell ; Preston^ Bolton, and 
Blackburn, all in Lancashire; and Stockport, in 
Cheshire. Above a million-and-a-half of people 
are engaged in the manufacture of linen and cotton. 

What towns are engaged in the woollen manu- 
facture ? 

Leeds, Huddersfield, and Halifax, in Yorkshire ; 
and Exeter, in Devonshire. Wool was the early 
staple commodity of England. 

By whom was the silk manufacture introduced 
into England ? 

By the persecuted French Protestants, who left 
France on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
during the reign of Louis IV., a.d. 1685, under 
whose government France was in a most flourishing 
condition. 

What was the Edict of Nantes ? 

A free toleration grafted by Henry IV., of France, 
to the French Protestants. 

What towns are engaged in the manufacture of 
silk? 

Spitalfields, in London ; Coventry, in Warwick- 
shire ; and MaCclesfield, in Cheshire. 

Where are hosiery and lace made ? 

At Derby, Nottingham, and Leicester. 

Where is Birmingham ? 

In Warwickshire; it is noted for its hardware 
manufactures. Warwickshire is the m\dV«xi^ ^<^\xxiX^ 
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of England. Kenil worthy the seat of the famous 
earl of Leicester, the favourite of Queen Elizabeth ; 
and Stratford-upon-Avou, the birth-place of Shake- 
spere, are in this country. 

What towns are noted for the manufacture of 
cutlery ? 

Sheffield in Yorkshire ; the mayor of this town 
is styled the " Master Cutler/' Wolverhampton, 
Walsall, Dudley, and Wednesbury, all which places 
are in Warwickshire, and are likewise engaged in 
the same manufacture. 

Where is earthenware manufactured ? 

In Staffordshire, it was established at Burslem by 
Mr. Wedgewood. This and the adjacent towns are 
called the Potteries. 

What counties afford the chief supply of coal ? 

Northumberland, Durham and Staffordshire. 

In what counties is iron chiefly found ? 

Staffordshire and Derbyshire. 

Whence do we get lead ? 

From Derbyshire and Cumberland. The supply 
of lead for the making of lead-pencils has been ex- 
hausted. 

Where is tin found ? 

In Cornwall. 

Name the universities of England. 

Oxford, Cambridge, London and Durham. Ox- 
ford contains twenty colleges, and five halls ; and 
Cambridge has seventeen colleges, and four halls ; 
London has two colleges, King^s College, and Uni- 
versity College ; Durham has one college, St. Bee's. 
Oxford is on the river Isis or Thames ; and Gam- 
bridge is on the Cam. 

Which are the principal rivers of England ? 

The Thames, the Severn, the Trent, the Ouse, the 
Avon, the Tyne, the Mersey, and the Medway. 
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Where does the Thames rise ? 

In the Gotswold Hills in Gloucestershire^ and 
falls into the German Ocean^ after a course of 215 
miles. It receives the Kennet, Wye, Mole, Medway, 
and Darent. Where the Thames rises, it is known 
under the name of the Isis. It takes the name of 
the Thames, near Oxford, where it receives the 
Thame. 

Where does the Severn rise ? 

In Montgomeryshire, in Wales ; thence it runs to 
Shrewsbury, Gloucester and Bristol, and empties 
itself into the Bristol channel. This river is famous 
for its salmon fishery. 

Is there more than one river of the name of the 
Avon ? 

There are several, there are three principal ones ; 
the first flows through Salisbury in Wiltshire, and 
empties itself into the English channel ; the second 
flows past Bath and Bristol into the Bristol channel, 
and is called the Lower Avon ; and the third, called 
the Upper Avon, flows past Warwick and Stratford 
into the Severn. 

Where is the Trent ? 

It flows through the Midland counties by Notting. 

ham. This river and the Little Ouse form the estuary 

of the H umber, between Yorkshire and Lincoln- 

' shire. The Great Ouse falls into the Wash, which 

is between Lincolnshire and Norfolk. 

Where is the Tyne ? 

In Northumberland ; it consists of two branches, 
the North and South Tyne, the former rises in the 
Cheviot Hills, and the latter in the Cross Fell, a 
mountain of the Pennine range. 

Where are the Mersey, and the Medway ? 

The Mersey is in Lancashire, and empties itself 
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into the Irish sea; and the MedwaP^iB in Kent, and 
runs into the Thames. 

Name the chief lakes in England. 

Windermere in Westmoreland, it 'is lOJ miles in 
length, and one mile in breadth. [UUeswater in 
Cumberland is eight miles in length, and three- 
quarters of a mile broad ; and Coniston lake in Lan- 
cashire is 5| miles in length, and nearly half a mile 
broad. 

Name the chief mountains in Europe. 

The Cheviot hills, between England and Scot- 
land, Ingleborough and Whamside in Yorkshire, 
Wendle in Lancashire, Skiddaw and Helvellyn in 
Cumberland, the Cotswold hills in Gloucestershire, 
the Malvern hills in Worcestershire, the Mendip hills 
in Somersetshire, the Wrekin in Shropshire and the 
Peak in Derbyshire ; this last is the highest hill in 
England. 

To whom does Cornwall give the title of duke ? 

To the Prince of Wales : he is also earl of Chester. 

Which is reckoned the second city in England ? 

York, situated on the Ouse, the Roman Emperor 
Severus died here. This city is famous for its fine 
cathedral, called York Minster, it is built in the Go- 
thic style of architecture, it has likewise an ancient 
castle. Not far from York is Marston Moor, where 
Charles I. was defeated by the Parliamentary army ; 
and also the village of Towton, where a battle was 
fought between the Yorkists and the Lancastrians. 

Which of these two houses had the better right to 
the English throne ? 

The Yorkists, seeing they were descended from 
Lionel, duke of Clarence, second son of Edward III., 
whereas the Lancastrians were descended from John 
of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, fourth son of the same 
king. 

Where is Eton ? 
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In Buflkin^niHlkBliire ; it is famous for its college^ 
founded by Edward VI., son of Henry VIII., by his 
third wife Lady Jane Seymour. 

Where is St. Albans ? 

In Hertfordshire. This town is said to have been 
built before Christ, its ancient name was Verulum ; 
it was the capital of the Trinobantes, a people who 
lived in Hertfordshire, Essex and Middlesex. Julius 
Caesar advanced as far as this island, upon his second 
landing in Britain, b.c. 54. 

Where is Winchester ? 

In Hampshire: it is noted for its college, and cathe- 
dral ; it was at one time the capital of England. 

Where is Windsor ? 

In Berkshire, on the river Thames ; here is one of 
the royal residences, called Windsor Castle, which 
stands in Windsor forest. 

Where is Norwich ? 

In Norfolk ; it is famous for the manufacture of 
woollen stuflFs, which was introduced here by a body 
of Flemmings, in the reign of Henry I. Worsted 
stockings were first made at a place near Norwich, 
called Worstead, from which circumstance they took 
their name. 

How many archbishops and bishops are there in 
England ? 

There are two archbishops, Canterbury and York ; 
and twenty- six bishops, including the four Welsh 



Which of the archbishops takes the precedence ? 

Canterbury, he is styled the " Primate of all En- 
gland,'' and the Archbishop of York is styled the 
" Primate of England.'' The former ranks next to 
the princes of the blood royal, and the latter has the 
same rank, but gives place to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and the Lord Chancellor of England. 
They are both styled " Your Grace." 
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How do the bishops rank ? 

They take precedence of all temporal peers. 
Amongst themselves the Bishop of London ranks 
firsts Durham next^ and Winchester third ; the others 
rank according to the length of time they have been 
bishops. 

How are the bishops addressed ? 

"Your Lordship/* and are styled "Right Re- 
verend Father in God.*' 

What Bishops have not a seat in the House of 
Lords ? 

The Bishop of Manchester, and the Bishop of 
Sodor-and-Man. 

Who is considered the head of the established 
church f 

The sovereign, who is styled " Defender of the 
Faith.*' This title was given to Henry VIII., by 
Pope Leo X., for writing a tract against Luther, who 
was bom at Isleben in Germany, and was one of 
the first reformers. He was a monk of the order 
of St. Augustine. 

What is the parliament ? 

It is an assembly of the peers and gentlemen of 
Great Britain and Ireland, who meet together to 
make laws, levy taxes, and settle the affairs of the 
nation. 

Who meets the parliament upon their assembling 
together ? 

The sovereign, or his representative. Without 
this there could be no parliament. The sovereign 
alone has the power of dissolving the parliament ; 
but he must call a new one within 40 days. 

Of what does the House of Lords consist ? 

Of the lords spiritual, who are the a rchbishops 
and bishops, with four bishops from Ireland, and of 
the peers of England, Scotland and Ireland. The 
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peers of Engkmd are hereditary ; those of Ireland 
sit for life, and the peers of Scotland until parlia- 
ment is dissolved. 

By whom are the members of the House of 
Commons chosen 7 

By the voters of the counties, boroughs, and 
cities of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

How many members are there in the House of 
Commons ? 

658:— For England, 471. For Scotland, 53. 
For Wales, 29. For Ireland, 105. 

What is the form of government in England ? 

Monarchical,) and aristo-democratical. The 
government consists of three distinct parts; the 
sovereign; the peers; and the commons; and 
these being a check upon each other, the government 
of Great Britain surpasses that of any other in the 
world. 

Wales. 

Where is Wales ? 

It joins England on the west ; and is separated 
from Ireland by the St. George^s channel ; its 
southern counties are washed by the Bristol 
channel. 

What was the ancient name of Wales ? 

Cambria. The Welsh are descended from the early 
Britons, many of whom fled into Wales rather than 
submit to the Saxons. 

What English king conquered Wales ? 

Edward I., who annexed it to the English crown, 
A.D. 1282; opposing whom, the Welsh prince 
Llewellyn was slain. Edward II., was born at 
Caernarvon in this cQjintry, and was the first prince 
of Wales, A.D. 1284. 
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Into how many counties is Wales divided ? 

Twelve — Six in the north and six in the south. 

Is Wales a mountainous country ? 
.YeSy its principal mountains are Snowdon, in 
Caemarvonshirey the highest in Wales ; being 
3^571 feet high ; Gader Idris in Merionethshire ; 
Plynlimmon^ on the borders of Cardiganshire and 
Montgomeryshire. 

Which are the principal rivers in Wales ? 

The Severn, already mentioned^ which flows into 
the Bristol channel ; and the Dee. 

Where is Swansea ? 

In Glamorganshire, in South Wales ; it is a 
famous watering place. In this county is Cardiff 
Castle, where Robert, Duke of Normandy was 
imprisoned by his brother, Henry I., who invaded 
his dukedom, and took him prisoner at the battle of 
Tinchebray, a.d. 1106. 

Where is Milford Haven ? 

In Pembrokeshire, in the south west of Wales ; 
it is one of the best ports in Britain. Pater dock- 
yard is situated here. 

Where are the chief mines of Wales f 

At Merthyr Tydvil, in Glamorganshire, the 
largest town in the principality. A very large 
supply of iron comes from Wales. 

Has Wales any college ? 

Yes, one at Lampeeter. 

Ireland. 

Where is Ireland ? 

To the west of Great Britain, being separated 
from Scotland by the North channel, from England 
by the Irish sea; and from Wales by the St. 
George's channel. Ireland is bounded on the 
north, south, and west by Jihe Atlantic ocean. Its 
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iDcient name was Hibemia. Its mean length is 
220 miles^ and its mean breadth 140 miles. 

What English king conquered Ireland 7 

Henry 11.^ the son of Maud^ or Matilda^ daughter 
of Henry I., his father was Geoffrey Plantaganet^ 
Count of Anjou, a.d. 1172. 

What title did Henry II. then assume ? 

That of " Lord of Ireland/* which his successors 
continued to bear until the time of Henry VIII., 
who made himself king of Ireland. 

How is Ireland governed ? 

By a viceroy or lord lieutenant, appointed by the 
English government. 

Till what year had Ireland a parliament of its 
own? 

Until the year 1801, when it was abolished. The 
Irish send to the British parliament, 28 peers, 4 of 
whom are likewise peers of England, together with 
105 members to the House of Commons. 

How is Ireland divided ? 

Into four provinces, viz., Ulster in the north ; 
Munster in the south ; Leinst^r in the east ; and 
Connaught in the west. These are subdivided into 
32 counties. 

What is the established religion of Ireland ? 

The church of England^ though four-fifths of the 
inhabitants are Roman Catholics. 

In whose reign was the English church reformed ? 

In the reign of Henry VIII. By the Reformation 
is meant the reforming of the Christian reUgion 
from the errors of popery, and reducing it nearer to 
its original purity. 

Name some of the early reformers. 

Martin Luther, Melancthon, Calvin, and John 
Knox. 
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What was the cause of Luther's taking so promi<* 
nent a part in the Reformation ? 

Luther was a monk of the order of St. Augustine 
to which order Pope Leo X. had granted the privi- 
lege of selling indulgences; hut suspecting these 
monks kept back part of the profits accruing there-» 
from, he transferred this right to the Dominican 
friars. When Luther found he no longer derived 
any profit from this nefarious traffic he determined 
to expose the inutility and sinfulness of Indulgences ; 
together with many other absurdities existing in the 
Bomish Church. 

How many archbishops are there in Ireland ? 
Four, viz., Armagh, Dublin, Cashell, and Tuam. 
The Archbishop of Armagh is styled *^ Primate of 
all Ireland;^' and the Archbishop of Dublin is 
styled " Primate of Ireland.^' 

What regulation has been made respecting the 
Irish bishops? 

The archbishops are to be reduced to two ; and 
the bishops to ten; so when any of the present 
bishops of those sees which are to be done away 
with die, no others will be appointed in their place. 
Name the chief rivers of Ireland ? 
The Shannon, which is the largest, being 224 
miles long ; it is famous for its Salmon Fishery, and 
falls into the Atlantic ocean. The Barrow and 
the Suir which form Waterford Harbour. The 
LiflFey which falls into Dublin Bay. The Blackwater 
and the Boyne. 

For what is the river Boyne famous in history ? 
For a battle fought near it, between the Irish 
Catholics, under James II., and the forces of 
William III., when the latter was victorious. 
What relation was William III. to James II. ? 
He was his nephew, and son-in-law ; being the 
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son of Mary^ Jameses sister, and he was married to 
Mary, the eldest daughter of this monarch. 

What is this period in English history called ? 

The Bevolution, because the EngUsh rebelled 
against the government of James II., and compelled 
him to abdicate the throne; when they invited 
over William, Prince of Holland, and bestowed the 
crown upon him conjointly with his wife Mary. 

What led to the revolution ? 

James's love of despotic power^ and his foolish 
attempt to re-establish the Roman Catholic religion, 
at a time when not one-hundredth part of the people 
of England and Scotland were favourable to such 
a change. 

Where did James II. die ? 

At St. Germains in France, where he lived after 
his abdication, upon the bounty of Louis XIY., 
A.D. 1700. 

Name the chief lakes in Ireland. 

Earn; Neagh; Foyle; Derge; and the lakes of 
Eillamey. In Ireland the lakes are called " Loughs.^' 

Whicn ar&the principal mountains iu Ireland? 

The Moume mountains, in the County Down. 

Which is the most northerly cape of Ireland ? 

Malin Head. Cape Clear is the most southerly 
cape of this island. 

What is the capital of Ireland ? 

Dublin, on the river Liffey. This city possesses a 
university, called Trinity College, which is confined 
exclusively to Protestants. 

Are there any other universities in Ireland ? 

Yes, one called Queen's College, where all sects, 
without regard to religion, can prosecute their 
studies. It embraces the colleges of Cork, Belfast, 
and Galway. There is also a college at Maynooth, 
in the county of Kildare, for the education of persons 
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who are intended for the Roman Catholic priesthood. 
It was endowed by Sir Robert Feel in 1845. 

Where is Londonderry ? 

It is a town in the county of the same name^ and 
is famed in history for the siege which it sustained 
against the forces of James II. 

Which are the principal ports in Ireland ? 

Cork, on the river Lee, in the county of the same 
name. On an island in the harbour is Queenstown, 
which was called the Cove of Cork, till the visit of 
her Majesty in 1849. Londonderry, already men- 
tioned. Limerick, on the Shannon, is a place of 
some considerable trade, and has manufactures of 
linen, wool, cotton and paper. Belfast, on the river 
Logan ; this town has a considerable foreign trade, 
and manufactures of linen and cotton. Waterford, 
on the river Suir. This is the nearest port in 
Ireland to Milford Haven, in Wales. Drogheda, 
north of Dublin, is one of the chief corn-markets of 
Ireland. 

Mention some other towns in Ireland. 

Galway, Kilkenny, Downpatrick, Carricfergus, 
Coleraine, Sligo, Kinsale, Wexford, Armagh, and 
Enniskillen. 

France. 

Where is France ? 

It is in the western central part of Europe, and it 
is bounded on the north by the English Channel, 
Belgium, and Germany ; on the south by the Pyre- 
nees and the Mediterranean; on the east by the 
Alps, the Jura mountains and the Rhine; and on the 
west by the Bay of Biscay. 

What was the ancient name of France ? 

Gallia or Gaul; it was conquered by the Romans 
under Julius Csesar, B.C. 56. 
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1 was France formerly divided ? 
• provinces; but since the revolution of 1789, 
3een divided into 86 departments. The num- 
first was only 83, but three others have since 
ided. 

) was King of France at the time of the 
ion? 

is XVI. who with his queen, Marie Antoinette, 
ut to death by the National Convention, 
fhat year were they put to death ? 
king was beheaded January 21st, 1793, and 
leen suffered the same fate on the 26th of 
ir in the same year. 

> eventually obtained the supreme power in 
? 

oleon Bonaparte, who was bom in the island 
dca, which now forms one of the French de- 
nts. He made himself Emperor of France 
LS crowned by the Pope. 
) succeeded Napoleon after his final defeat at 
oo? 

is XVIII., brother to Louis XVI. He was 
led by his brother Charles X., who was de- 
i in 1830, in consequence of his attempting 
ige the constitution. 
) succeeded Charles X. ? 
is Philippe, duke of Orleans, who was de- 
i in February, 1 848, when France was declared 
)lic, and Louis Napoleon, a nephew of Bona* 
was chosen president, and afterwards pro- 
l emperor in December, 1852. 
le the chief rivers of France. 
Rhone and the Saone, which unite at Lyons, 
[1 into the gulf of the same name, being an 
f the Mediterranean sea ; the Graronne and 
which run into the bay of Biscay ; and the 
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Seine and the Somme which fall into the English 
Channel. 

Where does the Rhone rise ? 

The Rhone, together with the Rhine, rises in 
Mount St. Bernard, in Switzerland. The Rhone 
enters the lake of Geneva, at the north end, which 
is called lake L6man, and continues its course from 
the south j when, after flowing some miles further, 
it completely buries itself under the ground; here it 
is called the " Perte du Rhone," the " Loss of the 
Rhone ;*' it again becomes visible as it runs farther 
south. At Geneva, in consequence of there being a 
fall in the river, it is designated the "Chute du 
Rhone.'' 

Which is the principal canal in France ? 

Languedoc, which opens a communication between 
the Mediterranean and the Atlantic by means of the 
river Garonne. 

Name the chief mountains of France. 

The Alps, which divide it from Italy; the Pyre- 
nees, which separate it from Spain ; the Jura moun- 
tains, a boundary between it and Switzerland ; the 
Cevennes in Languedoc ; and the Yosges in the de- 
partment of the same name. 

Name some islands to the north of France. 

Jersey, Guernsey, Aldemey, and Sark. Aldemey 
is famous for a fine but small breed of cows. These 
islands are called the Channel Islands, and belong 
to the British ; they are the remnants of the Norman 
possessions. 

What do you mean by the remnants of the Nor- 
man possessions ? 

They belonged to William Duke of Normandy 
when he conquered England in 1066, and conse- 
quently became a part of the English dominions^ and 
have remained so ever since. 
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iVhat people inhabit these islands ? 
Chey are a mixed race^ and speak a language 
iposed of English and French. The capital of 
sey is St. Heliers^ and of Gaernsey St. Pierre. 
SVhere is the Race of Alderney ? 
[t is a channel between the island of Alderney 
1 cape la Hogue in France, 
nrhatj is the established religion of the Channel 
inds? 

Che English Church; they are in the see of 
nchester ? 

[n what part of France is Normandy ? 
[n the norths it was anciently called ''North- 
ndy/^ and the inhabitants '' northmen,'' because 
y originally came from the north of Europe. Its 
lital is Rouen. 

Ssme some other islands off the coast of France. 
[Jshant^ opposite the port of Brest; Belle Islcj 
^ron^ and Rhe in the bay of Biscay. 
Who headed an expedition against the isle of Rh6 ? 
rhe Duke of Buckingham in the reign of Charles 
but it entirely failed. This nobleman was after- 
rds stabbed at Portsmouth by an Irishman named 
Iton. 

What is the capital of France ? 
Paris on the river Seine. It is surrounded by 
Us which are fortified, and is entered by 56 gates 
barriers. The church of Notre Dame situated on 
island in the Seine is a magnificent gothic build' 
;. The National Library in Paris is the larges( 
the worlds containing eight hundred thousand 
umes, besides manuscripts. The British Museum 
London contains but five hundred thousand 
umes. The Seine is crossed by 22 bridges, 
out twelve miles from Paris is Versailles, noted 

4—^ 
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for its splendid palace and gardens^ and picture 
gallery. 

Where is Cherbourg ? 

It is a fortified port in the south of France^ opposite 
the Isle of Wight. 

Where is Rheims ? 

In the department of Champagne ; it was at this 
place that the French kings were formerly crowned. 
It is in this department that the wine called cham- 
pagne is made. 

Mention some towns in the north of France. 

Caen, Dieppe^ and Havre de Grace^ all of which 
are upon the sea coast. 

Name some seaport towns on the west coast of 
France. 

Brest, Lorient, Nantes, Rochelle, Rochefort, and 
Bordeaux. This last is famous for its wine called 
claret. 

Name two sea port towns on the Mediterranean. 

Marseilles and Toulon. Marseilles is a very 
ancient city, it was founded by the Greeks, 539 B.C. 

Where is Orleans ? 

In the centre of France on the Loire. This town 
is the birth-place of Joan of Arc, who compelled the 
English to raise the siege of ^ this place a.d. 1428, 
during the reign of Henry VI. Charles VII. 
reigned at that period in France. 

What became of J oan of Arc ? 

She was taken prisoner by the duke of Burgundy, 
at Compeign, whilst heading a sortie made by the 
inhabitants of that town against the English^ who 
were besieging it, and afterwards purchased by the. 
duke of Bedford, regent of England, and being tried 
for witchcraft at Rouen, she was condemned to be 
burnt alive, which sentence was most inhumanly 
carried out. 
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ere is Bretagne or Brittany ? 
I in the north of France, and takes its name 
he Britons who settled there> when driven out 
;land by the Saxons in the fifth century, 
ere is Burgundy ? 

he coast of France^ it is famous for its wine 
Burgundy, 
ere is Lyons ? 

he south of France, at the confluence of the 
Rhone and Saone. It is famous for its silk 
actures. 

ere is Poictiers ? 

) in the department of Vienne, and is famous 
victory gained by the Black Prince^ the son 
rard III., over the French, when John, king 
3ce, was taken prisoner, a.d. 1356. 
3re is Dauphin^ ? 

he department of Drome ; it gave the title o£ 
in to the eldest son of the king of France, 
gre is Limoges ? 

he department of Upper Vienne. It was here 
ichard Coeur de Lion, king of England, was 
whilst besieging the castle of Chains, a.d« 

ere is Amiens ? 

he north of France ; it was formerly the capi- 
?icardy. It was at this place that a treaty of 
vas signed between the French and English in 
ign of George III., a.d. 1802. A little 
• north is Cressy, famous for a victory gained 
English over the French in 1346. 
;re is Agincourt ? 

;he north-east of France, a few miles to the 
of Abbeville. It was here that Henry V. 
d Charles VI. of France, who was a weak, 
e monarch, a.d. 1415. Hetwc^ N»\ftam<t^ 
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Catherine, the daughter of Charles, and was declared 
Regent of France and heir to the French throne. 
After his death Catherine married Sir Owen Tudor, 
a Welsh gentleman, who was the grandfather of 
Henry VII. 

Where is Strasburgh ? 

On the river 111, about a mile from the Rhine ; it 
is a strongly fortified city in the east of France, and 
formerly belonged to Germany : it is famous for its 
magnificent Gothic cathedral, which has a clock of 
remarkably ingenious construction. 

From whom does France take its name ? 

From the Franks, a tribe of German emigrants, 
who completed the foundation of the present king- 
dom under Clovis, about the year 470 ; a few years 
later was the period when Christianity was introducd 
into France. 

What is the climate of France ? 

Mild and salubrious; the soil is exceedingly fertile, 
and produces in great abundance all the necessaries 
and a great many of the luxuries of life. France 
exports fruits, and silks which are manufactured at 
Lyons, wines and brandy ; this last, known under 
the name of cognac, is distilled at Charente. 

What is the established religion of France ? 

Roman Catholic; but all others are tolerated. The 
population of France is about 36 millions. The 
French are gay, lively, and inventive ; possessing a 
great amount of politeness ; but they are vain, frivo- 
lous, and selfish. 

Spain. 

Where is Spain ? 

In the south-west of Europe; it is bounded on 
the north by the Pyrenees and the bay of Biscay ; 
on the south by the Mediterranean, the Atlantic 
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Ocean, and the straits of Gibraltar; on the east by 
the Mediterranean; and on the west by Portugal 
and the Atlantic. 

What was the ancient name of Spain ? 

It was formerly known under the names of Iberia, 
Hispania, and Hisperia, which likewise included the 
kingdom of Portugal. These two countries taken 
together form a peninsula. 

Name the various people by whom Spain has at 
different periods been possessed ? 

The Celta, a people of Oaul, were its first inhabit- 
ants. It was afterwards possessed by the Phoeni- 
cians, who founded many cities in it. The Greeks 
were its next masters. It then became subject to 
the Carthaginians, a people of Africa, between 
whom and the Romans it was long a source of con- 
tention ; but a few years before the birth of Christ it 
became dependent upon the Roman empire. 

What people took possession of Spain after the fall 
of the Roman empire ? 

The Goths, who, under their king, Alaric, founded 
the Spanish monarchy. These were invaded by the 
Moors^ a people of Africa, who held possession of the 
country until about the year 1475, when they were 
driven out by Ferdinand and Isabella, king and queen 
of Spain. 

How was Spain formerly divided ? 

Into 13 provinces; but, in 1833, the country was 
re-divided into 47 provinces. The Balearic isles and 
the Canary isles have since been added, making the 
number of provinces forty- nine. 

Name the chief rivers of Spain ? 

The Ebro, which falls into the Mediterranean sea ; 
the Tagus, the Douro, the Guadalquiver, and the 
Guadiana, all of which run into the Atlantic ocean. 

Which are the principal mountains of Spain ? 
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The Pyrenees, which separate it from France ; the 
Cantabrian mountains, which are a continuation of 
the Pyrenees ; the Sierra de Toledo, and the Sierra 
Nevada. 

What is the religion of Spain ? 

Roman Catholic, no other being tolerated. The 
government is monarchical. 

Name four islands in the Mediterranean belonging 
to Spain ? 

Majorca, Minorca, Iviga, and Fromentari. The 
island of Minorca has a famous harbour, named 
Port Mahon, one of the largest in the world. It was 
at the island of Minorca that Admiral Byng neglected 
to engage the French fleet, for which he was shot, 
A.D. 1757. 

Where did Spain, at one time^ have immense 
possessions? 

In America; but now it has not any on the conti- 
nent ; it only possesses a few islands, of which Cuba 
is the principal. 

What is the capital of Spain ? 

Madrid, on the Manzanares, a branch of the 
Tagus. It is about eight miles in circuit, and is 
surrounded by walls. The Prado, a handsome pro- 
menade two miles in length, is the favourite resort of 
the inhabitants. The palace of the Escurial, about 
thirty miles from the capital, contains the tombs of 
many of the Spanish kings, it has likewise a library, 
and a fine collection of pictures. 

Where is Saragossa ? 

It stands on the Ebro, in the province of Arragon. 
It is famous for the bravery which its inhabitants 
displayed during two sieges by the French, in 1808 
and 1809, during the Peninsula War. 

Where is Cadiz ? 

It is on a narrow strip of land^ being part of an 
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island, between Gibraltar and the mouth of the 
Guadalquiver, On the eastern side of the bay of 
Cadiz is Santa Maria, the port for the shipment of 
sherry wine, which is made in the island of Xeres^ a 
short distance from it. 
Where is Badajoz ? 

On the Guadiana^ in the north of Spain. It was 
taken bySoult, one of Napoleon's generals, in 1811, 
and was retaken by Wellington in the April of the 
following year. Albuera, about 13 miles distant 
from Badajoz^ is where the French were defeated in 
1811 by the allied English and Spanish armies. 

Where are the towns of Barcelona^ Malaga^ and 
Valencia? 

They are all situated in the Mediterranean ; the 
former is famous for its nuts ; and the other two are 
noted for raisins. Barcelona is a very ancient city, 
having been founded upwards of 200 years before 
Christ. 

Where is Seville? 

On the river Guadalquiver, in the south of Spain. 
It has a fine cathedral, and is famous for the immense 
quantity of oranges which it exports. 
Where is Granada ? 

On the river Douro ; it is situated at an elevation of 
2312 feet above the sea. It contains many remains 
of Moorish grandeur ; among others the palace of the 
Alhambra, which was begun by the Moorish king 
Mohamed Abu Alimar. 
Name some other towns in Spain ? 
Cartagena, on the Mediterranean; it has a fine 
Wbour and arsenal. Alicant, a little to the north, 
is famous for the wine called Tent. St. Sebastian, 
on the confines of France, is famed for the siege 
^hich it sustained in 1813 against the English, when 
It was taken by assault. Salamanca, once celeVst^"^^ 
for its university, is an ancient city, auA. cow\«vas^ \)aa 
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remains of Roman works. And Ciudad Rodrigo, 
about fifty miles from Salamanca, was taken by the 
French in 1810, and by the English in 1812. 

What is the climate of Spain ? 

It is mild and salubrious in the north ; but hot 
and unhealthy in the south. The soil is fruitful near 
the sea. Its population is about 12 millions. The 
Spaniards are grave^ pompous^ revengeful^ bigoted, 
and indolent. 

Portugal. 

Where is Portugal ? 

It joins Spain on the west, by which country it is 
bounded on the north and east^ and on the south and 
west by the Atlantic. 

What was the ancient name of Portugal ? 

Lusitania. This country, like Spain, was held by 
the Moors ; it was afterwards taken possession of by 
Spain, and became an earldom of that country. 

What prince threw off the Spanish yoke ? 

Alonzo I., A.D. 1139, and his descendants held 

Possession of the kingdom till the year 1580, when 
'hilip II., king of Spain, who was the son of the 
emperor Charles V., made himself master of Portugal, 
and it remained an appendage of Spain till 1640, 
when the Portuguese threw off their allegiance to 
Spain, and elected the duke of Braganza for their 
king, who assumed the title of John IV., since which 
time it has remained an independent kingdom. 

What celebrated war was carried on in Spain and 
Portugal ? 

The Peninsula war, when the English, under 
Wellington, and the French, under the generals of 
Bonaparte, contended for the mastery in this penin- 
sula ; the French strove to take possession of it, and 
the English assisted the inhabitants to prevent their 
doing so. 
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What was the issue of this war ? 

The English succeeded in driving the French out 
of the peninsula^ and also followed them up in their 
own country, when Napoleon, being: defeated at 
Leipsic in Saxony, and finding his affairs hopeless, 
abdicated, and returned to the island of Elba in the 
Mediterranean, where he remained but a short time, 
A.D. 1814. 

What English commander was killed during this 
war? 

Sir John More, he fell at Corunna, a.d. 1809. He 
was beloved by his soldiers, but he was inadequate to 
the command of the great undertaking in which the 
English were then engaged. 

What were the Portuguese the first to discover ? 

A passage to the East Indies by way of the cape 
of Good Hope, a.d. 1498. Henry VII. was king of 
England at that time. 

What is the religion of the Portuguese ? 

Roman Catholic. The government is monarchical, 
and their language greatly resembles that of the 
Spaniards. 

Name the chief rivers of Portugal. 

The Tagus, the Douro, the Minho, the Mondejo, 
and the Ouadiana. All these rivers, except the 
Mondejo, in some part of their courses, form a 
boundary between Spain and Portugal. 

What is the capital of Portugal ? 

Lisbon, near the mouth of the Tagus ; this city, 
like Borne, is built on seven hills. In 1755, during 
the reign of George II., it was nearly destroyed 
by an earthquake. 

What city in Portugal ranks next to Lisbon ? 

Oporto, on the Douro. It carries on a great trade 
m the wine called port wine, which is made in the 
provmces of Entre-Douro-e-Minho and Tras-os- 
Montes. ^ 
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How many kinds of port wine are made ? 

Three ; one of which is drunk exclusively in the 
country; the second is used for making up other 
wines ; and the third is exported to foreign countries. 

What is the population of Portugal ? 

Nearly four millions. The Portuguese are dark 
in their complexion^ and^ like the Spaniards^ are 
very indolent ; but they do not possess the refine- 
ment and mental elevation of their neighbours. 

Belgium. 

How is Belgium bounded ? 

On the north by Holland, on the south by Prance, 
on the east by Prussian Germany^ and on the west 
by the North Sea. 

To whom did Belgium at one time belong ? 

To Philip II., king of Spain ; it joined the Dutch 
in a revolt against this king ; but was subdued by 
the prince of Parma. It remained in the possession 
of Spain till the year 1706 ; wKen, after the battle of 
Kamilies, gained by the duke of Marlborough in the 
reign of Queen Anne, it became united to Austria. 

What nation overran Belgium in 1794 ? 

France, when it became part of the dominions of 
that country; but in 1814 it was combined with 
Holland to form the kingdom of the Netherlands. 

Did these countries continue long united ? 

No, in 1830 Belgium revolted, and formed itself 
into a separate kingdom, and chose for its king 
Leopold, prince of Saxe-Coburg. 

Whom did he marry ? 

The princess Charlotte, daughter of George IV., 
and queen Caroline. After her death he espoused 
the daughter of Louis Philippe, late king of the 
French. Leopold died in 1865. 

Name the chief rivers of Belgium. 

The Maese or Meuse and the Scheldt. 



What is the capital of Belgium 

Brussels, on the Senne, a tributary of the Scheldt. 

This city is noted for the manufacture of carpets 
and lace. 

Which is the chief seat of trade in Belgium 7 

Antwerp, on the Scheldt. After the Dutch had 
thrown off their allegiance to Spain, they attempted 
to ruin the commerce of Antwerp by sinking vessels 
laden with stones at the mouth of the Scheldt. The 
cathedral at Antwerp is a magnificent gothic build- 
ing 446 feet high. 

Name some other ports in Belgium. 

Ghent, Bruges, and Ostend ; the latter, though 
an inland town, carries on a large trade by means of 
canals. Liege on the Meuse, and Spa, are inland 
towns of Belgium ; the latter is the resort of number-^ 
less visitors, on account of its mineral waters. 

Where is Waterloo ? 

In Belgium, about ten miles south of Brussels. 
It is famous for a battle which was fought here be- 
tween the British under Wellington, and the French 
headed by Napoleon, when the latter met his final 
overthrow, Sunday, June 18th, 1815. 

What became of Napoleon ? 

He endeavoured to escape to America ; but find- 
ing the attempt fruitless, he surrendered himself up 
to the captain of the Bellerophon, and was sent by 
the allies to the island of St. Helena, in the Pacific 
ocean, where he died of a cancer in his stomach, 
A.D. 1821. 

What is the population of Belgium ? 

About five millions. The established religion is 
the Roman Catholic ; but other sects are tolerated. 

Holland, or the Netherlands. 
How is Holland bounded ? 
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It is bounded on the north and west by the North 
Sea ; on the south by Belgium ; and on the east by 
Germany. Part of the provinces of Limburgh and 
Luxemburgh belong to Holland^ which last is sepa- 
rated from it by Belgium, to which country the 
remaining portion of these provinces belongs. 

To what country did Holland formerly belong ? 

To Spain^ but it revolted during the reign of 
Philip II., and formed itself into an independent 
republic, under the name of the Seven United 
Provinces. 

By whom were these provinces overrun ? 

By the French in 1795, when they were formed 
into the Batavian Republic, and afterwards, into the 
kingdom of Holland, by Napoleon, who made his 
brother Louis king ; but in 1814 it was joined to 
Holland to form the kingdom of the Netherlands. 

What is remarkable in the situation of Holland ? 

A great portion of it lies below the level of the 
sea, which is prevented from overflowing it by 
means of dykes or banks of earth ; the tops of which 
serve as roads. 

Which are the chief rivers of Holland ? 

The Rhine, which rises in Switzerland and flows 
through that country, Germany and Holland, into 
the North Sea, and the Meuse and the Scheldt. 

By what means are the towns both in Holland and 
Belgium connected ? 

By canals ; these two countries are almost inter- 
sected by them, and nearly the whole of the inland 
trade of Holland is carried on by this means. 

What is the capital of Holland ? 

Amsterdam, on the estuary of the Y, at the 
mouth of the river Amstel, a branch of the Rhine. 
The houses in Amsterdam are built upon wooden 
piles, the ground not being sufiSciently firm to allow 
of anj other foundation. 
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Where is Saardam ? 

It is in Holland^ north-west of Amsterdam. Ship- 
bailding is carried on here to a very great extent. 
It was here that Peter the Oreat^ emperor of Russia^ 
worked as a shipwright^ which he did likewise at 
Deptford in Kent. 

Where is Haarlem ? 

To the west of Amsterdam. The village of Camp 
is not far distant from here^ where the battle of 
Camperdown was fought in 1797, in the reign of 
George III., when the Dutch fleet, commanded by 
De Witt, was vanquished by Admiral Duncan. 

Where is Leyden ? 

In the south of Holland ; it is famed in history 
for the defence which it made against the Spaniards 
ia 1574, when the Dutch inundated the Spanish 
camp by opening their sluices. Leyden is also noted 
for its university. 

Where is the Hague ? 

In Holland. It was here that William III., of 
England, Stadtholder of Holland, was bom. The 
Hague is the seat of government in this country. 

Name some other towns in Holland. 

Utrecht, on the Rhine, the seat of a university, 
Zatphen in Ouelderland^ where Sir Philip Sidney 
Was killed in 1586, during the reign of Elizabeth. 
Luxemburg, the capital of the province of the same 
name, Bergen-op-Zoom, and Flushing. 

Was not Holland at one time very powerful by sea ? 

Yes, it made both England, under Charles II., 
and the French, during the reign of Louis XIV., 
acknowledge its superiority. During the reign of 
Charles II., the Dutch fleet sailed up the Thames, 
^vhen the city was entirely at the mercy of the Dutch 
admiral ; who, after sinking and destroying upwards 

of twenty ships, thought proper to retire. 
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What is the religion of Holland ? 

There is no established religioTi ; but the great 
majority of the people are Calvinists. The popula- 
tion is about three-millions-and-a-half. The Dutch 
are slow and heavy ; but remarkable for their clean- 
liness^ frugality and industry. They are the best 
gardeners in Europe, 

Name some islands off the coast of Holland. 

Texel, north and south Beveland, and Walcheren. 
In the reign of George III., a.d. 1809, the En- 
glish sent an armament of a hundred thousand men, 
under the command of the earl of Chatham, to oc- 
cupy a situation commanding the navigation of the 
Scheldt; but having disembarked on this island, 
they were swept off in thousands by disease, so 
that the expedition was retarded^ and eventually 
failed. 

Denmark. 

Of what does Denmark consist ? 

Of Zealand and Funen, and some other islands 
in the Baltic : Iceland, Greenland and Faro in the 
Northern ocean, and the province of Zutland. 

How is Denmark bounded ? 

It is bounded on the north by the channel of the 
Skager Rack ; on the south by Germany ; on the east 
by the Baltic sea, and the channel of the Cattegat ; 
and on the west by the North sea. 

Of what ancient people was Denmark the country? 

The Goths, who, with the Vandals, Huns^ and 
other barbarous nations, overran Rome. 

Until when was the crown of Denmark elective ? 

Until the year 1661, when the people made a 
formal surrender of their liberties to Frederick III. 

What Danish king married into the British royal 
family ? 

Christian VII., a.d. 1766 ; he married the young- 



55 

est daughter of George III.^ and, in 1772, she was 
imprisoned, and afterwards banished the kingdom. 
She died at Zell in Grermany, a.d. 1775. The prime 
minister of Denmark, and the queen's physician, 
were arrested at the same time and beheaded for 
treason. 

Has Denmark any river ? 

The only two of any note are, the Eyder which 
flows into the North sea ; and the Trave which falls 
mto the Baltic, a short distance below Lubeck. 

What is the capital of Denmark ? 

Copenhagen, which is situated on the western side 
of the island of Zealand. 

What English admiral attacked Copenhagen ? 

Lord Nelson, in March 1801, when he compelled 
the Danes to surrender all their stores and ships. 
By means of this the armed confederacy was de- 
stroyed. It was again bombarded and taken in 
1807, and the Danish fleet of 18 sail of the line and 
15 frigates were brought to England. 

What was the reason that Britain acted in this 
manner ? 

It was suspected that the Danish fleet was to be 
made over to the French, to be employed against 
England, and therefore the English seized it to pre- 
vent any such thing happening. 

Name some other towns in Denmark. 

Altona, on the Elbe ; Kiel in the Baltic, which 
has a university, and Bendsburg. 

What is the established religion of Denmark ? 

The Lutheran. The population is about two 
millions. 

Norway. 

Where is Norway ? 

In the north-west part of Europe, having Sweden 
on the east^ the Atlantic on the Y^e^t, tXi^ Ki^>^\^ 
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ocean on the north ; and the Skager Rack on the 
South. 

What is the capital of Norway ? 

Christiana. 

Name some towns of Norway in the Atlantic. 

Bergen, and Drontheim, the ancient capital. 
Hammerfest, on the island of Qualoe, exports oil, 
fish and skins. Frederickshall in Norway is the 
town where Charles XII. of Sweden was killed by 
a cannon ball in 1718. 

When did Charles XII. come to the throne ? 

In 1695 ; he was a very warlike prince, and in 
his first campaign, at the age of seventeen, he hum- 
bled the power of Russia, Poland and Denmark, 
which countries had united in a league to seize his 
dominions. * 

In what manner did Charles XII. accomplish this? 

He first laid siege to Copenhagen, and in six 
weeks compelled the Danish king to purchase the 
safety of his kingdom, by laying down his arms. 
He then hastened into Ingria, which was being in- 
vaded by Peter the Great ; and, in the battle of 
Narva, defeated an army of sixty thousand Russians, 
taking thirty thousand prisoners. 

In what way did he humble Poland ? 

He invaded th^t country, and took the cities of 
Warsaw and Cracow ; he then assembled the states 
general, and deposed Augustus, the Polish king, and 
placed Stanislaus, one of his own dependants, upon 
the throne of Poland. 

What was the next step of Charles ? 

He invaded Russia with an army of forty-five 
thousand men, and marched through the Ukraine, 
i,e,f the south-western part, in the middle of winter ; 
being instigated to do so by a treacherous promise 
of aid from the Cossacks ; in consequence of this, 
^Jiis Army became wasted by fatigue and famine. 
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What was the result of this ? 

Being encountered by the Gzar^ he was easily 
conquered^ losing nine thousand in killed^ and 
fourteen thousand taken prisoners^ a.d. 1709. 

What followed this defeat ? 

Augustus remounted the throne of Poland ; and 
Peter the Great took possession of Finland^ and 
Livonia^ on the eastern coast of the gulf of Bothnia. 

What became of Charles XII. ? 

He retired with 1800 men into the Turkish do- 
minions ; but was soon after obliged to quit them, 
and return to his own country. He then^ at the 
instigation of his prime minister^ Gortz^ entered into 
a scheme to dethrone George I.^ and place the Pre- 
tender on the throne of England. 

What other parties entered into this scheme ? 

Alberoni^ the prime minister of Philip V., king 
of Spain^ and the Czar of Russia, who had made 
peace with Sweden ; but an unforeseen event frus- 
trated their designs, which was the death of Charles, 
as before described, a.d. 1718. 

What mountains are between Norway and Sweden? 

The Dovre-field mountains. Off the north-west 
coast of Norway is the Maelstrom, a dangerous 
whirlpool, and also the* Lofoden isles, chiefly famous 
for the quantity of fish caught near them. 

To whom was Norway formerly subject ? 

To Denmark ; but it was united to Sweden in 
1815, by the treaty of Kiel. The government of 
these countries is a limited monarchy. The esta- 
Uisbed religion is the Lutheran. The population of 
Sweden is about three-millions-and-a-half, and of 
Norway, one-and-a-half-million. 

Sweden. 

How is Sweden bounded ? 

It is bounded on the north by t\ve XxeXvi ^^^«si\ 
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on the south by the Gattegat and the Baltic sea ; 
on the east by the Baltic sea^ the gulf of Bothnia^ 
and Lapland ; and on the west by Norway and the 
Skager-Rack. 

How is Sweden divided ? 

Into Sweden Proper, Gothland, and West Bothnia. 

What people were the ancient inhabitants of 
Sweden ? 

The Goths. 

To what country was Sweden formerly united ? 

To Denmark, a.d. 1887, and continued so until 
A.D. 1523, when Oustavus Yasa expelled the Danes; 
since which period it has remained an independent 
kingdom. 

What king of Sweden was assassinated in 1792? 

Gustavus III., who was succeeded by his son, 
Gustavus Adolphus, who was deprived of his crown 
in 1809 by his uncle the Duke of Sudermania ; and 
this monarch was succeeded by Bemadotte, one of 
Napoleon^s generals ; whose title was recognised by 
the Allies in 1818. 

What did Norway and Sweden form a part of? 

The ancient kingdom of Scandinavia. 

Have Norway and Sweden any rivers ? 

Yes; but few of them are navigable, in con- 
sequence of the falls and rapids which impede their 
course. The Gloramen is the largest river in 
Norway ; and the Gota is the principal stream in 
Sweden. 

Mention some lakes in these countries. 

Wetter, Wener, and Maelar are in Sweden ; and 
lake Miosen is the largest in Norway, being about 
sixty- three miles in length. 

What is the capital of Sweden ? 

Stockholm ; this city is built upon a number of 
small iaianda which are comiectedL^^ v?oo^eii\w\d.'^iaa^ 
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and on the adjoining mainland, near the entrance of 
the lake Maelar. 

Name some other towns in Sweden. 

Gk>ttenbarg, a considerable trading port ; Upsal, 
famoua for its university; and Carlscrona, the 
principal naval port and arsenal. 

What two islands has Sweden in the Baltic ? 

Gotland and Atland : the Aland isles formerly 
belonged to Sweden, but they have been ceded to 
Russia. 

Name a celebrated botanist of Sweden. 

linnseus, who classified all plants and animals. 

Lapland. 

It lies to the north-east of Sweden, and is situated 
in the most northern part of Europe; it belongs 
partly to Sweden and Russia. 

For how long is the sun absent in the northern 
part of Lapland during the winter ? 

For seven weeks, and during the summer it never 
sets for the same period ; this is the case with all 
countries in the same latitude. The farther north 
we go in the Polar Regions, the longer the sun is 
absent in winter, and consequently, in summer the 
the longer it continues shining without setting ; and 
at the poles there is only one day and night in the 
year. 

What is the cause of there being continual dny or 
night, at certain periods in the year, within the Polar 
Circles ? 

The sun always shines 90° every way, and when 
it is vertical at the Tropic of Cancer, it must shine 
23i^ beyond the north pole, and consequently there 
can be no night to the people living in that circle ; 
and when the sun is over the equatOT, \\.% twj^ \\'^\. 
reach the north pohj and since the ^xxu V& xvatSSa. ^*l 
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the equator for six months in the year, there must 
be constant light for that period at the north pole ; 
and six months' night at the south pole. When 
the sun is in the southern hemisphere, the reverse is 
the case. 

What is the capital of Lapland ? 

Tomea, it stands at the northern extremity of 
the gulf of Bothnia. 

What is there peculiar respecting the Laplanders? 

They are a very diminutive race, scarcely ever 
exceedmg five feet in height. 

Wliat constitutes the chief wealth of the Lap- 
landers ? 

Their reindeer, which supply them with all the 
necessaries of life, and it is by means of these 
animals that they travel, in sledges drawn by them, 
often at the rate of two hundred miles a day. 

Russia. 

How is Russia situated ? 

It occupies all the eastern part of Europe, and the 
northern part of Asia. It is bounded on the north 
by the Arctic ocean ; on the south by the Black sea, 
and the Caucasus mountains; on the east by the 
Caspian sea, the Ural river, and the Ural mountains ; 
and on the west, by Swedish Lapland, the Baltic 
sea, and Prussia, Austria, and Turkey. 

What is the size of the Russian empire ? 

It is the largest in the world. Russia in Europe 
is 1600 miles in length from the most southern 
point of the Crimea to the Arctic ocean, and rather 
more than that in breadth from west to east. 

What were the emperors of Russia formerly 
called ? 

Czars of Muscovy ; Czar is an abbreviation of the 
word Csesar. 
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When does the history of Russia commence to be 
authentic ? 

About the year 1540, when John Basilowitz 
reconquered it from the Tartars, to which people 
it had been subject for many years. It was about 
this time that Russia conquered Siberia. 

When did Russia become an empire ? 

In the year 1721, during the reign of Peter the 
Great, the son of Alexis Michaelowitz ; he set aside 
the claims of his elder brother, and became master 
of the whole empire in 1689. 

When did Peter the Great die ? 

In 1725, and was succeeded by his wife Catharine I» 

Had Peter the Great no children ? 

Yes, an only son, named Alexis Petrowitz, who 
was condemned to death for treason; but the 
manner of his death was never known ; it is sup- 
posed that he was privately executed. 

What empress of Russia deposed her consort in 
1762. 

Catharine II., the wife of Peter III. This 
emperor was preceded by John, who was dethroned 
whilst an infant. He was kept in close confinement 
till 1764, when a feint being made to release him, 
he was slain by the officer of the guard. 

In what estimation was the empress Catharine 
held ? 

She was the admiration of all Europe ; but her 
putting to death the emperors John and Peter III., 
cast a shade over her most illustrious actions. She 
has been styled the " Semiramis of the north .^' 

When did Catharine II. die? 

In 1796, and was succeeded by her son Paul 
Petrowitz, who was assassinated in 1801, and was 
succeeded by his son Alexander I. The late empe- 
ror Nicholas, who was the son of Alexander, ascended 
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the throne after his death. The present emperor 
is Alexander 11.^ the eldest son of Nicholas, who 
died in the year 1855. 

How is Russia divided ? 

Into 49 governments, not reckoning the province 
of Finland, which is divided into 8 governments ; 
and Russian Poland, which consists of 5 govern- 
ments. The division of Russia into 49 provinces 
took place under Catharine II. 

What is the capital of Russia ? 

St. Petersburgh, built by Peter the Great, in the 
year 1703, in the reign of Queen Anne. It stands 
partly on some marshy islands and the mainland at 
the mouth of the Neva, at the extremity of the 
gulf of Finland. A few miles from St. Peters- 
burph is the fortress of Cronstadt. 

What was the ancient capital of Russia ? 

Moscow ; it is connected with St. Petersburgh bv 
means of a canal made by Peter the Great. It 
resembles an Asiatic, rather than an European 
city. 

What happened to Moscow some years since ? 

It was burnt bv order of the government, to 
prevent Napoleon wintering there when he invaded 
Russia in 1812. It would seem, by the occurrences 
of the late Crimean war, that this is the policy- 
generally pursued by the Russians to prevent any of 
their towns falling into the hands of an enemy, 
without considering the wishes and feelings of the 
inhabitants. 

Name some sea ports of Russia. 

Archangel, on the White sea, at the mouth of the 
Northern Dwina ; some of the largest line-of-battle 
ships are built here ; but the harbour is frozen up 
for nine months during the year. Riga, at the 
extremity of the gulf of the same name. Revel, at 
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the entrance of the gulf of Finland. Odessa and 
Cherson on the Black sea; at the former place, 
which stands near the mouth of the Dnieper^ 
immense quantities of corn are shipped for foreign 
countries. Helsingfors^ in Finland^ of which it is 
the capital^ at the extremity of the gulf of the same 
name, and near which^ is the fortress of Sveaborg, 
which was bombarded by the French and EngUsh 
in 1855. Abo, the former capital of Finland, 
which has a university; and Warsaw, in Russian 
Poland. 

Where is the Crimea ? 

In the south of Russia ; it is a peninsula between 
the Black sea and the sea of Azov. It is one of the 
most fruitful districts in Europe. The capital is 
Simferopol. 

What fortress is in the Crimea ? 

Sebastopol, the chief naval station of Russia in 
the Black sea; the southern portion of which was 
destroyed by the allied forces of England and France 
during the Crimean war, but it has since been rebuilt. 

Name the principal rivers of Russia. 

The Volga, the largest in Europe, being about 
2000 miles in length, and which falls into the 
Caspian sea. The Don, which empties itself into 
the sea of Azov. The Dnieper aud the Dniester 
running into the Black sea ; and the Dwina, which 
discharges itself into the White sea. 

Name the principal lakes in Russia. 

Ladoga and Onega, the former being the largest in 
Europe, measuring 123 miles in length. 

Name the chief mountains in Russia. 

The Ural mountains, which separate European 
Russia from Siberia, the Olonetz chain near the 
White sea, and the Caucasus mountains between 
the Black and Caspian seas. 

ft— ^ 
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For what is Russia conspicuoos ? 

For its immense tracts of uncoltiyated land called 
'^ steppes/^ and its large forests^ which are estimated 
to cover two-fifths of its surface. 

With what country does Russia carry on a large 
overland trade ? 

With China. 

What is the religion of Russia ? 

That of the Greek church. The government is 
despotic ; the Emperor is styled Czar, or Autocrat of 
all the Russias. The population of Russia in Europe 
is about sixty-five millions. 

What is the climate of Russia f 

Extremely various, in consequence of its great 
extent. The extremes of heat and cold are greater 
than in the same latitudes on the western side of the 
European continent. 

Has Russia any canals ? 

Yes ; the chief, besides the one already mentionedi 
is that which connects the Baltic with the Caspian 
sea. 

What are the chief exports of Russia ? 

Timber, hemp, tallow, hides, tar, and flax. 

Where is Finland ? 

It joins Russia on the west. The Fins make 
excellent sailors. 

Hanover. 

Where is Hanover ? 

In the north-western part of Grermany; it ia 
bounded on the north by the North sea, on tne south 
by the Prussian dominions, on the east by Prussia 
and the Elbe, and on the west by Holland. 

With what country was Hanover united in 1714? 

With Great Britain ; George I., Elector of Hano- 
ver, becoming king of England, the two oountriea 
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were united under one sovereign, George I. acquired 
the throne of England by the right of his mother, 
Sophia, granddaughter of James I. He was the 
nearest Protestant heir. 

Is Hanover at the present time a part of the British 
possessions ? 

No ; in Hanover, the Salique law, which prohibits 
a female from reigning, is in force ; and consequently, 
the present queen of England, when she came to the 
throne, was excluded from holding any jurisdiction 
over that kingdom ; and, therefore, her uncle, Ernest 
Augustus, duke of Cumberland, the son of George 
III., became king of Hanover. He was succeeded 
by his son Ernest II., who was deposed by the 
Prussians in 1866. 

What is the capital of Hanover ? 

Hanover, on the Leine, a tributary of the Weser. 

Name the chief seaports of Hanover ? 

Emden and Stade on the river Ems ; and Gottin- 
gen, with a Protestant university. Osnaburgh, in this 
country, gave the title of bishop to the late duke of 
York. 

What mountains are in Hanover ? 

The Hartz mountains, which extend along the 
south-eastern border; their highest summit^ the 
Brocken, is in Prussia. 

Prussia. 

How is Prussia bounded ? 

It is bounded on the north by the Baltic sea, 
Mecklenbtirg and Hanover, though this last now 
forms part of the dominions of Prussia ; on the south 
by France, Saxony, several German states and 
Austria ; on the east by Russia and the former king- 
dom of Poland ; and on the west by the kingdoms 
of Holland and Belgium. 

ft— "i 
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Of what does Prussia consist ? 

Of Prussia proper^ and several minor Germaii 
states, and a large part of Poland. 

By whom was Prussia conquered in 1230 ? 

By the (German knights of the Teutonic order, 
upon their return from the Crusades or Holy wars^ 
of which there were eight : the first was undertaken 
during the reign of William 11., and the last in the 
reign of Henry III., by his son Prince Edward. 

What was the object of the crusaders ? 

Their design was to recover the Holy Land, and 
more especially Jerusalem, out of the hands of the 
Saracens, who were the followers of Mahomet, a false 
prophet, who was bom towards the close of the sixth 
century. 

Till when did Prussia remain in possession of the 
Teutonic knights ? 

Until 1525, when Albert, the last grand-master 
of this order, was acknowledged duke of the eastern 
portion of this country, and for this reason it was 
called Ducal Prussia. He was a fief of Poland. 

Under whom did Ducal Prussia become inde- 
pendent ? 

Under Frederick William, sumamed the Great. 
In 1701 it was raised into a kingdom by Frederick; 
the son of Friederick William. 

What is the capital of Prussia ? 

Berlin on the Spree, a small river flowing into a 
tributary of the Elbe ; it has a museum and a uni- 
versity, and manufactures of silk, cotton, and woollen 
goods^ and porcelain. Potsdam, 18 miles from 
Berlin, contains the palace of Sans Souci. 

What was the ancient capital of Prussia ? 

Konisberg on the Pregel ; it has a university. 

Where is Dantzic ? 
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In Prussia^ on the Vistula; it is noted for its 
great trade in com. 

Where is Pomerania ? 

It stretches along the shores of the Baltic sea^ its 
capital is Stettin. 

Where is Silesia ? 

It is a province of Prussia conquered horn Austria; 
its capital is Breslau on the Oder. 

Where is Magdeburg ? 

In Prussian Saxony, of which it is the capital ; it 
itands on the Elbe, and is one of the strongest 
brtresses in Europe. Halle in the same territory is 
;he seat of a university ; and Isleben^ a few miles 
listant^ was the birth-place of Martin Luther. This 
lerritory is famed for its fine wool. 

Where is Westphalia ? 

It is a detached portion of the western Prussian 
lominions. Its capital is Munster^ on the river 
Sms. This province is famed for its hams. 

Of how many parts do the Rhenish provinces 
onsist ? 

Of two ; the first includes the provinces of Juliers, 
Aleves, and Berg; the other is known under the 
lame of the lower Rhine. They are watered by the 
Elhine and the Moselle. 

For what are these provinces noted ? 

For Rhine wine^ known under the name of Hock 
ind Moselle. 

What is the capital of the Rhenish provinces ? 

Cologne on the Rhine; it is the centre of the 
iteam navigation of the Rhine. From this town is 
)rocured the scent^ callecT Eau-de-Cologne. A few 
niles from Cologne^ is Bon, the seat of a university. 

Where is the town of Aix-la-Chapelle ? 

In Rhenish Prussia, near the confines of Belgium, 
rhis city was the capital of Charlemagne, one of the 
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early kings of France, he was the son of Pepin le 
13rcf, who first gave the Pope temporal jurisdiction; 
he died in 768. It was at this place that a treaty of 
peace was signed bet^'een the English and French 
in 1748. 

When did Charlemagne die ? 

In the year 814. Ue was succeeded by his son 
Lewis le Debonaire, or *^ good-tempered.^' 

Where is Dusseldorf ? 

On the Rhine ; it is noted for its picture gallery. 

Where is Coblentz ? 

In Prussia, at the junction of the rivers Rhine 
and Moselle. Opposite to it, on the other side of 
the Rhine is the strong fortress of Ehrenbreitstein. 

Where is Frankfort-on-the-Oder ? 
. On the Oder, it is famous for its three annual 
fairs, which are attended by dealers from all parts of 
Germany, as well as from foreign countries. 

Where is Posen ? 

In Prussia, it is the capital of the province of the 
same name. 

What rivers run through Prussia ? 

The Oder, Vistula, Rhine, Weser, Niemen, and 
Elbe. 

What is the population of Prussia ? 

Including its lately acquired territories, 1866, of 
Hanover, Hesse Cassel, Nassau, and Frankfort-on*the 
Maine, it is about twenty-five millions. 

Poland. 

Where is Poland ? 

In the centre of Europe ; it is bounded by Russia 
on the east, and by Prussia on the north and west. 
Poland was the country of the Vandals, one of the 
barbarous nations that invaded the Roman empire. 

When was Poland raised to a kingdom ? 
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In the year 1000. The first Polish king was 
^olislaus I.; the title of king was conferred on 
dm by Otho III., emperor of Germany. 

By what countries has Poland been dismembered ? 

By Russia^ Prussia^ and Austria. The first dis- 
Demberment took place in 1772 ; and in 1795, a 
otal partition of the kingdom was effected. 

What two empresses took part in the unjust spolia- 
ion of Poland ? 

Catharine II. of Russia, and Maria Theresa, 
impress of Austria, daughter of the emperor Charles 
71. : she is likewise known as the queen of Hungary. 
\he was the mother of Marie Antoinette, the unfor- 
unate wife of Louis XVI. 

What parts of Poland were taken by each of these 
jowers? 

Russia took all the eastern part, which is by far 
he largest division. Austria seized that portion 
K)rdering upon Hungary; and Prussia took pos- 
ession of that part of the country lying near the 
Baltic sea. 

What is the capital of Poland ? 

Warsaw on the Vistula, this city is now included 
a Russia. The ancient capital was Cracow, on the 
ame river. 

Where is Oalicia ? 

It now forms a part of the Austrian dominions ; 
mt was formerly a portion of. the kingdom of Poland. 
'.t contains some very large salt mines; those of 
^ielicza are the largest in the world. 

What mountains lie between Hungary and Poland? 

The Carpathian mountains. 

Austria. 

How is Austria bounded ? 

It is bounded on the north by Poland, Prussia, 



and Saxony ; on the south by Italy^ the Adriatic sea, 
and Turkey; on the east by Turkey and Russia; 
and on the west by Bavaria^ Switzerland, and 
Sardinia. 

What was the sovereign of Austria formerly called? 

Emperor of Germany and king of the Romans. 
Napoleon compelled the emperor of Austria to re- 
nounce this last title, and to content himself with 
that of emperor of Austria. Until the late war 
between Austria and Prussia, 1866, these two 
powers took the lead in the Germanic confederation; 
but the former no longer does. 

How was Austria compensated for the loss of 
Belgium ? 

She received Venetia in lieu thereof; but has 8U^ 
rendered it to Victor Emmanuel, king of Italy, a.d. 
1866. 

What are the possessions of Austria in Germany? 

Austria so called, Bohemia, and Moravia. Out of 
Germany it possesses Hungary, Transylvania, and 
Galicia, and the mountain districts of Styria, Carin* 
thia, Camiola, Istria, and the Tyrol. Austria like- 
wise possesses a portion of Silesia with Dalmatia. 

How does Hungary lie with respect to Austria ? 

To the east of it. This country, with Transylvania^ 
Croatia, Dalmatia, and Sclavonia, constitute the 
Hungarian countries. 

In what part of Germany are Bohemia and- 
Moravia ? 

In the centre. The capital of Bohemia, is Prague^ 
and of Moravia, Bmnn. Twelve miles from Brunn 
is the village of Austerlitz, where Napoleon defeated 
the Austrians in 1805. 

f When did the Hungarians attempt to throw oflT 
their allegiance to Austria ? 

In 1848 ; but tkey failed in consequence of the 
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Qce rendered by Russia to Austria to subdue 

at are the capitals of Hungary? 

[a and Pesth, on opposite sides of the Danube. 

try is famed for a wine called Tokay. 

ere is Styria ? 

ween upper Austria and Hungary. 

ere are Corinthia^ Garniola, and Istria ? 

y extend south from Styria to the Adriatic 

These districts are reckoned under the name of 

whom does Sclavonia belong ? 

Austria ; it lies between the Danube^ and the 

nd the Drave^ these two are tributaries of the 

'. Croatia and Dalmatia also belong to Austria. 

a is between the Drave and the coasts of the 

ic; and Dalmatia is between the Dinaric Alps^ 

e eastern co^st of the Adriatic sea. 

at is the capital of all Austria ? 

una; it stands upon an arm of the Danube; it 

as the palace of the Belvedere^ and the church 

Stephen^ a magnificent Gothic structure. 
r opposite to Vienna, on the other side of the 
^, is Wigram^ the scene of some of Napoleon^s 
at victories, 
at famous castle is in Lower Austria ? 

castle of Diemstein ; it is about 40 miles from 
a and stands on the Danube. It was here that 
•d I. was confined on his return from the Holy 
when he was taken prisoner by the duke of 
a, who delivered him up to. Henry VI. emperor 

west, A.D. 1194. Saladin, emperor of the 
^as contemporary with Richard I. 
Qre is the town of Gratz ? 
Styria, of which it is the capital. It is the seat 
liversity. 
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Where is Trieste ? 

In Illyria, on the Adriatic sea ; it is the chief port 
of Austria. Ship-building is carried on here to a 
great extent. 

Where is Innsbruck ? 

It is the capital of the Tyrol^ and stands on the 
river Inn. In this province is situated Trent, where 
an ecclesiastical council was held, called the Council 
of Trent, from 1545 to 1563. 

Where is Feterwaradein ? 

In Hungary, on the Danube; it is strongly forti- 
fied. 

Name two lakes in Hungary. 

Balaton and Neusiedler. 

What is the religion of Austria? 

Roman Catholic is the prevalent religion, three- 
fourths of the inhabitants being of that persuasion. 
The population is about forty millions. There are 
more illegitimate children in Austria than in any 
other country in Europe, Turkey perhaps excepted. 
The government is almost an absolute monarchy. 

Name the chief rivers of Austria. 

The Danube, flowing through Germany, Austria, 
and Turkey, into the Black sea ; the Save, the Drave, 
the Theiss, and the Inn. 

Smaller German States. 

What is Germany ? 

A large country in central Europe, extending from 
the shores of the Baltic sea in the north, to the 
Adriatic in the south ; and from France, Belgium, 
Holland, and the North sea, on the west, to Poland, 
Galicia, and Hungary on the east. 

Mention the principal rivers in Germany ? « 

The Danube and the Rhine, already mentioned; 
the Elbe, flowing through "Etxxssva^, ^«ssyK^> wid 
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lanover into the North sea ; the Oder, which flows 
hrough Silesia and Brandenburg^ the Weser flowing 
hrough Westphalia; and the Mayn or Main^ 
onning through Franconia into the Rhine. 

Which is the largest lake of Germany ? 

Constance^ which lies between this country and 
Iwitzerland. 

Where is the Black Forest ? 

In Baden ; it contains the source of the Danube. 

Where is Saxony ? 

In the north-western part of Germany. It was 
reated into a kingdom by Napoleon^ who annexed 
it the duchy of Warsaw in Poland^ of which it was 
leprived after the defeat of Napoleon. 

Name the capital of Saxony. 

Dresden, on the Elbe ; it is famous for the manu- 
icture of china ware. Very fine cloth is made in 
laxony. 

Where is Leipsic ? 

In Saxony. It was near this town that Napoleon 
offered a severe defeat in 1813. This place is cele- 
•rated for its great fairs which are held annually^ and 
t which a vast number of books are sold. 

Which is the smallest kingdom of Germany ? 

Wurtemberg ; it was created into a kingdom by 
fapoleon. Its capital is Stutgard. 

What state in Germany ranks next to Prussia and 
Lustria ? 

Bavaria. It was raised into a kingdom by Napo- 
»n in 1805. Bavaria is intersected by the Danube 
X)m west to east, and is also watered by the Mayn. 

Where is Blenheim ? 

In Bavaria; it was here that the French and 
lavarians were defeated by the English and Impe- 
alists under the duke of Marlboro\3L^\i ^xiAi ^^w^'^i'^ 
ugene^ in the reign of queen Anne, A.n* VIQ\% 

T 
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Where is Baden ? 

In Germany, on the confines of France and Swit- 
zerland ; it is a grand duchy. 

What famous watering place is in Baden ? 

Baden-Baden. Carlsruhe, Mannheim, and Hei- 
delberg are in Baden. 

Where are Hesse-Cassel and Hesse-Darmstadt ? 

They are in Germany ; but, consisting of detached 
portions, it is difScult to describe with accuracy their 
correct positions ; the former, together with Nassau, 
has been seized by Prussia. 

Name a town in Hesse-Darmstadt. 

Mentz or Mayence, on the Rhine. Gutenberg, 
the inventor of printing, was born here. Worms, 
also on the Bhine^ is famed in history for a diet held 
there in 1521, at which Luther was present. 

Where is Brunswick ? 

In Lower Saxony ; it was formerly celebrated for 
the bravery of its dukes. The present royal family 
of England is descended from the house of Brunswick. 
Its capital is Brunswick. 

Where is Saxe Weimar ? 

In central Germany. Jena, in this territory, i^ 
the place where Napoleon defeated the Prussians in- 
1806. 

Where is Nassau ? 

It lies to the east of the Bhine, in Westphalia ; it^ 
has been taken possession of by the Prussians, 1866^ 

Where is Wiesbaden ? 

In Nassau ; it is famous for its baths. 

What German state has given two queens to^ 
England ? 

Mecklenburgh Strelitz. 

In what manner is Saxe Coburg Gotha distin^ 
gttkhed ? 
By its connection with many ot \Xi^ xo^^ i«m^vt*^ 
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of Europe. The late Prince Albert was the second 
son of the late prince of this territory. 

Name the four free cities of Germany ? 

Hamburg, Frankfort, lately seized by the Prus- 
sians, 1866, Lubeck, and Bremen. It is at Frank- 
fort-on-the-Maine where the diet assembles. 

On what river is Hamburg ? 

It standson the Elbe, about 60 miles above itsmouth. 
It is a place of great trade, and has some consider- 
able manufactures. It is in the Duchy of Holstein. 
In 1813 it was occupied by the Russians, and after- 
wards by the Danes, and then by the French, who 
were driven out by the Allies in 1814. 

Of what towns was Lubeck the capital ? 

Of the Hanse Towns, another name for the free 
cities. It is situated in Holstein. 

Where is Bremen ? 

In Hanover, at the mouth of the Weser. 

What is the extent of Germany ? 

It is about 670 miles in length, and 600 in 
breadth. 

Italy. 

Where is Italy ? 

In the south of Europe. It is bounded on the 
north, and north east, and north west, by the Alps, 
which separate it from Switzerland, France, and 
Germany ; and by the Mediterranean on the west 
and south ; and by the Adriatic, or gulf of Venice, 
on the east. Italy is a peninsula ; being about 700 
miles in length, and terminating in the Capes 
Spartivento, and Di Leuca. 

From whom does Italy take its name ? 

From Italus, an ancient king of that country. 

What mountains are in Italv'J 



The Apennioea, which extend from north to south, 
and divide into two branches towards the south. 

What volcano is in Italy ? 

Mount Vesuvius^ near Naples. By an eruption 
of this volcano^ about 1800 jrears ago, the cities of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii were overwhelmed; 
during which Pliny the naturalist lost his life. 

Name some rivers of Italy. 

The Po and the Adige, which fall into the 
Adriatic sea; and the Amo and the Adige, which 
empty themselves into the Mediterranean. 

Which are the chief lakes of Italy ? 

Maggiore; Como and Garda south of the Alps; 
Perugia and Bracciano in the Papal States ; Albano, 
near Rome, and Averno, not far from Naples. 

Mention some gulfs in Italy. 

Genoa, on the north west coast ; Taranto, which 
runs up into the southern part of the peninsula; 
the bay of Naples on the west ; the gulf of Salerno 
to the south of it ; and the gulf of Venice already 
mentioned. 

In what part of Italy is Lombardy ? 

In the north-eastern part; this territory, with 
Venice, until lately belonged to Austria, and was 
known under the name of the Lombardo- Venetian 
territory. The Ticino, a branch of the Po, separates 
this district from Sardinia. 

Where is Milan ? 

In Lombardy ; it was the capital of Napoleon's 
kingdom in Italy : he was crowned king of Italy 
here in 1805. 

Where is the town of Venice ? 

It stands upon seventy islands in the gulf of 
Venice: it was begun to be built in the fourth 
century, by some of the inhabitants of this country 
jsho fled to these islands when the Huns ravaged 
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Italy. At one period Venice was very powerful by 
sea, and was governed by a chief magistrate, called 
the Doge. It formerly belonged to Austria; but 
now forms part of the king of Italy^s dominions^ 
1866. 
Where is Savoy ? 

To the north of the Alps; it consists of^ mountains 
covered with snow, and Alpine valleys. The 
inhabitants of this district suffer very much from a 
diseased swelling in the neck, called " Goitre.'* It 
is sometimes as large as a man's fist. Savoy belongs 
to the king of Italy. 

Name three former dukedoms in Italy, but which 
now belong to the king of Italy. 

Tuscany, Modena, and Mantua. The capital of 
Tuscany was Florence, now the capital of the king 
of Italy's dominions ; it is situated on the Arno. 
Giotto, the painter, Dante, the poet, Amerigo 
Tespuccio, the navigator, and Pope Leo X. were 
torn here. Galileo, Machiavel, and Michael Angelo 
are buried here. 
What are the capitals of Modena and Mantua ? 
They have capitals of the same name. 
What poet was born at Mantua ? 
Virgil, 70 B.C. ; he was greatly favoured by 
Augustus Caesar, who restored him his lands, which 
liad been confiscated after the battle of Philippi. 

To whom did Parma and Placentia formerly 
belong ? 

To Maria Louisa, the widow of Napoleon ; but 
npon her death, which happened in 1847, they 
became a part of the Austrian dominions; at the 
present time they belong to the king of Italy. 
For what was Parma once noted ? 
For its cheese, known by the name of Parmesan 
cheese ; it is now made in the Milanese territory. 

7—i 
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Where are the towns of Pisa and Leghorn ? 

In Tuscany. Pisa is on the river Amo ; it has a 
fine cathedral, the belfry of which is a leaning 
circular tower. Leghorn is on the Mediterranean; 
it is the most commercial city of Italy^ and is famous 
for the manufacture of straw hats and bonnets. 

Why does not the leaning tower at Pisa fall ? 

Because it is not out of the line of direction. 
So long as the end of a cord suspended from the 
centre of a leaning body remains within its base^ 
so long will it continue standing. 

In what part of Italy are the Pope's dominions? 

In the middle ; they are situated in the centre of 
what was formerly the Roman Empire ; they extend 
from the Mediterranean on the western side^ to the 
Adriatic on the east. 

What are the Pope's dominions sometimes called? 

The Papal States ; the capital of which is Some, 
on the Tiber. Rome was built by Romulus^ 753 
years B.C.; his brother's name was Remus^ they 
were the sons of Rhea Sylvia^ the daughter ci 
Numitor^ the son of Procas^ king of the Latins. 

What does Rome still contain ? 

Many noble ruins, and monuments of its ancient 
grandeur. 

Name two celebrated buildings at Rome. 

The Pantheon^ a temple raised to all the gods; 
and the Church of St. Peter's, which surpasses in 
beauty, magnificence, and richness of design, every 
other building in the world. It was begun by 
Leo X., in 1508, and finished in 1621. It is 
730 feet in length, and 520 feet in breadth, and 
450 feet high. 

Name some of the designers of this cathedral. 
Michael Angelo, Raphael, and Bramanti. 
Where is Ancona ? 
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It is the chief port of the Papal States in the 
Adriatic ; it was taken by the French in 1796, who 
sarrendered it to the Austrians in 1799. 

Where is Civita Vecchia ? 

It is a port of the Papal States, and stands on 
the Mediterranean. 

Where is Bologna ? 

It is the second city of note in the Pope^s domi- 
nions ; it stands on the Po, and is famed for the 
sausage which bears its name. Ravenna, and 
Perugia are towns in this territory. 

Where is San Marino ? 

It is the smallest republic in the world. It 
extends along the shores of the gulf of Venice, and 
has preserved its independence for more than 1300 
years. 

In what part of Italy is Naples ? 

In the south. Naples, its capital, is one of the 
most beautiful cities in the world ; it stands on the 
bay of Naples. The Lazzaroni, a lazy and vagabond 
class, who live by begging and roguery, are very 
numerous here. 

Where is the island of Sicily ? 

To the south of Italy, from which it is separated 
by the strait of Messina. This island was formerly 
called Trinacria, from its triangular shape. It was 
80 fertile, that it was called one of the granaries of 
Rome. The Carthaginians, a people of Africa, took 
possession of this island ; but were driven out by the 
Romans during the Punic wars. 

Name the three principal towns in Sicily. 

Palermo, Messina, and Syracuse. The first-men- 
tioned of these towns is the present capital, whilst 
Syracuse was the ancient capital. Hiero, king of 
Syracuse, at first sided with the Carthaginians, but 
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eventually joined the Romans^ of whom he became 
the firm and attached ally. 

Name two celebrated tyrants of Syracuse. 

Dionysius the elder^ and Dionysius the younger ; 
the latter was expelled from Syracuse, and went to 
Corinth in Greece, where he is said to have opened a 
school, 
^f) Name a celebrated mathematician of Syracuse? 

Archimedes ; it was this man who invented the 
screw of that name, and which is in use at the present 
time. He was slain by a soldier under the Roman 
consul Marcellus, who besieged Syracuse, 212 B.C. 

Name a volcano in Sicily. 

Mount ^tna. It is two miles in perpendicular 
height ; it measures 180 miles in circumference at 
the base, and its crater 3 J miles. This volcano is 
known to have been in a state of eruption at various 
times for the last three thousand years. Catania is a 
town situated at the foot of this mountain. Sicily 
belongs to the king of Italy. 

Where is Malta ? 

It is an island in the Mediterranean sea to the 
south of Sicily ; the capital of which is Valetta. The 
ancient name of this island was Melita, where St. 
Paul was wrecked in his voyage from Csesarea, a port 
of Judea, to Rome, being a prisoner at the time, 
after having appealed to Caesar, who was the emperor 
Nero. 

To what religious order of soldiers did this island 
at one time belong ? 

To the knights of St. John of Jerusalem ; it was 
given them by Charles V. emperor of Germany, after 
they were driven out of Rhodes by the Turks. 

What nation at a later period took possession of 
this island ? 
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le French; but they were deprived of their 
lest by the Enghsh in 1800, who still retain 
ssion of it. Gozo is an island lying to the 
-west of Malta, 
bere are the Lipari islands ? 

the north of Sicily. Stromboli, the most 
erly, and Volcano, the most southerly of this 
), have volcanoes which are constantly burning, 
bere are the islands of Corsica and Sardinia ? 

the Mediterranean sea, to the west of Italy, 
are separated by the strait of Bonifacio. Cor- 
the more northerly of these islands, belongs to 
;e; and Sardinia, which is the larger, is in 
ssion of the king of Italy, 
bat is the capital of these islands ? 
gliari is the capital of Sardinia, and Bastia of 
ea. At Ajaccio, in this island, was born Napo- 
Buonaparte, a.d. 1769, in the same year as 
ngton and Nelson, 
lere is the island of Elba ? 
the Mediterranean sea, between Corsica and 
It was here that Buonaparte resided after his 
ation, from May 3rd, 1814, to the 26th of 
lary in the following year. The island of Ischia 
) the south of Elba, near the bay of Naples, 
lat is the population of Italy ? 
;lusive of Savoy it is about 26 millions ; the 
>n is the Roman Catholic, and the climate is 
, dry and healthy ; in the northern and elevated 
snow is sometimes seen as well as ice. 

Switzerland. 

lere is Switzerland? 

is entirely an inland country in the centre of 

)ej being bounded on the north and east by 
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Germany, on the soutli by Italy, and on the west by 
France. 

What was the ancient name of Switzerland ? 

Helvetia ; this country was subdued by the Romani 
under Julius Caesar. The inhabitants were called 
Helvetii. 

To whom were the Swiss some time subject ? 

To the Burgundians and Austrians, till about the 
thirteenth century, when they revolted. 

What caused the Swiss to revolt ? 

The tyranny of the Austrian governor, Geder, 
during the reign of Albert I., emperor of Austria. 

Who first offered any resistance to Gesler? 

William Tell, who, being condemned to be hanged 
by him, was rescued by his countrymen ; they then 
attacked, and defeated Gesler, who was slain by Tell, 
and, shortly after, the independence of the Swiss 
cantons was effected. 

Who conquered the Swiss in 1797 ? 

The French, under Napoleon, when a new republic 
was formed under the name of the Helvetic Confe- 
deracy. 

What is the present government of Switzerland? 

Bepublican ; each canton, of which there are 2% 
is independent of the others; but, as it respects 
foreign nations, they all constitute one body called 
the Swiss republic. 

What is the capital of Switzerland ? 

Berne, on the river Aar ; but Geneva, on the lake 
of the same name, is the largest town in this country. 
It is divided into two parts by the river Rhone, which, 
in its course, forms an island here. 

Name some other towns in Switzerland. 

Basle or Bale, Fribourg, Zurich, Lucerne, Soleure, 
St. Gall, and Neuchatel ; the last of which towns^ until 
lately, belonged to the king of Prussia. 
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ne some mountains in Switzerland. 
J Alps ; the highest of which are Mont Blanc 
^oy, and Monte Rosa the highest in Switzer- 
:he Shreckhorn, and the Jungfrau, and Mounts 
>emard and Gothard ; the Jura mountains lie 
sn this country and France, 
lat is the height of Mont Blanc ? 
000 feet, or nearly three miles above the level 
i sea. Mount St. Bernard at one time had a 
;tery on its summit, 8,000 feet above the level 
sea. 

ne some lakes in Switzerland, 
leva, sometimes called lake Leman; Lucerne, 
mce, Neuchatel and Zurich; part of lake 
lore is in the Swiss territory. 
ne some towns on the north part of the lake of 
a. 

isanne, Vevay, Villeneuve, and Montrenu, they 
noted for their picturesque scenery, 
lat celebrated castle is on this lake ? 
\ Chateau Chillon ; it was here that Bonivard 
infined, who was the subject of Byron^s beautiful 
" The prisoner of Chillon.''' 
ne the chief rivers of Switzerland. 
J Rhine and the Rhone, which have their sources 
the Aar, and the Reuss ; the Inn, a tributary 
Danube, is in Switzerland, as is also the source 
Ticino. 

lat is the religion of the Swiss? 
•testant and Roman Catholic, 
lat language do the Swiss speak? 
nch, German, and Italian, according to their 
on with respect to these countries. The Swiss 
igal, and industrious and great lovers of their 
•y; they are in general poor and proud, and 
er themselves superior to other nations, and 
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flatter themselves that they enjoy a larger share of 
liberty, fancying that where there is a supreme ruler, 
there must be a certain amount of oppression. 

Greece. 

Where is Greece ? 

In the south of Europe ; it is bounded on the 
north by the Turkish provinces of Thessaly and 
Albania^ and on the south^ east^ and west by the 
Mediterranean sea. 

For what were the ancient Greeks remarkable? 

For the great advancement they made in the arts 
and sciences^ and for their military and naval ex- 
ploits^ and also for their famous statesmen^ generals; 
and orators. 

What first brought the Greeks into notice ? 

The Argonautic expedition under Jason^ 1263, 
B.C. They likewise obtained much glory in the 
war with Troy, which city they took after a siege of 
ten years. 

With what Asiatic power were the Greeks often 
compelled to contend ? 

With Persia, by which power it was twice invaded, 
under Darius and his son Xerxes. Greece afterwards 
in its turn invaded, and completely subdued that 
country, under Alexander the great, son of Philip 
II., king of Macedon, and grandson of Amyntas, 
334-330 years B.C. 

Who was king of Persia when it was invaded by 
the Greeks ? 

Darius Codromanus, who was the last king; 
there were three kings of the name of Darius, 
viz. : Darius Hystaspes ; Darius Nothus ; and Darius 
Codromanus. 

What people had possession of Greece after the 
successors of Alexander the Great ? 

The Romans who treated the Greeks with great 
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apect. After the Romans, the Turks held them in 
slavish subjection for more than 300 years ; but 
eir tyranny and oppression at last drove the Greeks 
revolt against their oppressors. 
Who aided the Greeks to gain their independence ? 
The christian powers of Europe, and in 1829 the 
irks acknowledged the independence of Greece, 
)rd Byron assisted the Greeks in their struggle 
ainst Turkey. He died at Missolonghi^ a.d. 
124, in the reign of George IV. 
What naval engagement was fought during this 
uggle? 

The battle of Navarino, in which the Turkish and 
cyptian tieet were defeated by the combined forces 
England, France, and Russia, under Sir Edward 
idrington, a.d. 1827. Navarino is in the south- 
st of Greece. 

Whom did the Greeks elect for their king? 
Otho, a Bavarian prince, a.d. 1833, in the reign 
William IV., brother of George IV., both of 
lom were sons of George III. Otho was deposed 
1864. The present king is George, son of the 
ig of Denmark, and brother to the princess of 
ales, whose sister married the son of Ale3cander 
, emperor of Russia. 

What constitute the kingdom of Greece ? 
rhe Morea, or the ancient Peloponnesus, with 
tica and Thebes, as far north as the gulfs of Arta 
1 Volo ; it also includes the islands of Negropont^ 
dra, and the Cyclades, together with the Ionian 
nds. 

IVhat is the capital of Greece ? 
Athens ; this city was likewise the capital of the 
lient kingdom of Greece. It contains the remains 
lumerous works of art. Here is Mars hill, at the 
tern end of which is Areopagus, the chief judicial 

% 
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court of Athens. It consisted of 70 of the wisest 
old men. 

What apostle preached here ? 

St. Paul^ who disputed with the Areopagi, and 
endeavoured to convince them that the " Unknown 
Grod/' to whom they had raised an altar^ was the one 
true Grod. 

When and by whom was Athens founded ? 

It was founded 1556 b.c.^ by Cecrops and an 
Egyptian colony. The territory, of which Athens 
was the capital, has been called at various times 
Ionia, Attica, and Cecropia. 

Name some other famous cities of ancient Greece. 

Thebes, Corinth, and Sparta. 

Of what was Thebes the capital ? 

Boeotia. It was begun to be founded by Cadmus, 
1519 B.C. It was demolished by Alexander the 
Great, and afterwards repaired by Cassander, the son 
of Antipater, one of his generals. 

Where is Corinth situated ? 

In the centre of Greece, on the isthmus of Corinthi 
which joins the Morea to the rest of Greece. It was 
founded by Sisyphus, 1383 B.C. It took its name 
from Corinthus, the son of Pelops. 

Of what was Sparta the capital ? 

Of Laconia; it was sometimes called Lacedsemon. 
It was called Sparta after Sparta, who married 
Lacedsemon. 

What Spartan king opposed Xerxes at the strait 
of Thermopylae. 

Leonidas, who with 300 men, opposed the Per- 
sians for three days ; when a detachment of the 
enemy was conducted by a treacherous Trachinian 
by a secret path up the mountains, and falling sud- 
denly upon the Spartans, there slew them all with 
the exception of two^ who tied from the field of 
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tie; one of whom^ unableto bear the reproaches of 
countrymen for his cowardice^ killed himself; the 
er retrieved his honour at the battle of Platsea, 
ween the Persians under Mardonius^ and the Lace- 
monians and Athenians under Fausanias^ on the 
le day that the battle of Mycale was fought, 

) B.C. 

^fame a famous Spartan general. 
Lysander ; it was he who completely ruined the 
ver of Athens. 

Name a noted Athenian general. 
Miltiades ; he defeated the Persians at the battle 
Marathon, 490 B.C. Miltiades was afterwards 
justly condemned by his countrymen to pay a 
ivy fine, which being unable to do, he was thrown 
prison, where he died. 
Name a distinguished Theban general. 
Epaminondas; this man freed Thebes from the 
Ner of the Lacedaemonians, and was killed at the 
;tle of Mantinea, 863 B.C. 
Name some modern towns of Greece. 
Tripolezza, Navarino, Patras, and Missolonghi. 
Where is the isthmus of Corinth ? 
It joins the Morea to the rest of Greece. The 
)rea is the southern part of this country. On this 
bmus stands the ancient citadel of Acro-Corinthus. 
Where is the gulf of Lepanto ? 
It runs up between the Morea and the northern 
rt of Greece, it is sometimes called the gulf of 
rinth. 

Where is cape Matapan ? 
It is the most southerly cape of Greece. 
Where are the Ionian islands ? 
In the west of Greece ; in that part of the Mediter- 
lean, called the Ionian sea; there are seven of 
jm, viz. : — Corfu, Santa Mora, Cephalonia, Ithaca, 
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Zante^ Cerigo^ and Paxo ; until lately* these islands 
were under the protection of Great Britain^ bat in 
1864 they became a part of Greece. 

Name a famous ancient king of Ithaca. 

Ulysses^ he rendered himself famous at the siege 
of Troy. 

For what is Zante famous ? 

For currants^ which it produces in great abon- 
dance. They are called currants because they first 
came from Corinth in Greece. 

Where are the Cyclades ? 

In the ^gean sea^ to the east of Greece; the 
principal are^ Delos^ Ceos^ Naxos, Paxos, Mdos; 
Seriphos, and Tenedos. The greater part of these 
islands encircle Delos. 

Name some other islands belonging to Greece. 

Negropont, Hydra, Spezzia^and Egina; all which 
are near the mainland. 

What is the religion of Greece ? 

The Greek church. The population is about one 
million two hundred thousand. The climate is mild 
and most agreeable. 

Mention some mountains in Greece. 

The Pindus chain, which is also in Turkey; and 
mount Parnassus. 

What league existed among some of the states of 
north Greece? 

The Achsean league'; it consisted of twelve states 
which bounded themselves together for mutual pro- 
tection. The whole country was called Achaia by 
the Romans. 

Turkey in Europe, 

How is Turkey bounded ? 
It is bounded on the north by Hungary and 
Russia ; on the south by the sea of Marmora^ the 
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sea ; and on the west by the Austrian provinces of 
Dalmatian Croatia^ the Adriatic sea^ and the Medi- 
terranean. 

Who were the Turks originally ? 

They were a warlike race who inhabited that im- 
mense tract of country known to the ancients under 
the name of Scythia, and at the present day of 
Tartary ; at a later time they were called Saracens. 

Under what other name is Turkey known ? 

The Ottoman empire; it was established by 
Ossman L, about the year 1300. 

When did the Turks begin to establish them- 
selves in Europe ? 

About the year 1352 ; soon after this^ Amurath 
fixed his empire at Adrianople, «. e., the city of 
Adrian. By degrees they subdued the eastern em- 
perors, and in 1453 they took Constantinople, i. e,, 
the city of Constantine — who was the first Christian 
emperor of Rome — when the eastern empire may be 
said to have come to an end; and since that time 
the Turks have been regarded as an European nation. 

What is the government of Turkey ? 

Despotic, the whole authority of the state is 
vested in the Sultan or Grand Signior. 

To whom are the affairs of the Turkish govern- 
ment intrusted ? 

To the Grand Vizier. It is the policy of the 
Turkish government, to have such ofiicers of state, 
as are entirely at the command of the Sultan, whom 
he can destroy without danger to himself. 

What is the religion of the Turks ? 

Mahometanism, as established by Mahomet, whom 
they consider greater than Jesus Christ. The book 
by which they profess to regulate their lives is the 
Koran^ which was written by Mahomet ; parts of 

8— a 
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wbich were distributed at different times^ in order 
that he might r^nlate his policy according to the 
chain of events. 

Which are the chief mountains of European 
Turkey ? 

The Hoemus or Balkan chain ; Findus and Olym- 
pus in Thessaly^ and Mount Athos; this last over- 
shadows the island of Lemnos^ though at a distance 
of 24 miles. 

What is the height of mount Olympus ? 

It is a mile and a half high^ and is famous for 
being the place where the ancients believed the gods 
of the heathen mythology resided^ and where Jupiter 
held his court. 

Mention the chief provinces of European Turkey. 

Bulgaria^ and Rumelia; this last includes the 
ancient Macedonia^ Thessaly and Albania. 

Name some other provinces of Turkey. 

Moldavia, Wallachia, Bosnia, and Servia; but 
these last are nearly independent, or under the in- 
fluence of Russia. 

What is the capital of Turkey ? 

Constantinople on the Bosphorus. Constantine 
the Great removed the seat of government from Bome 
to this city, which before, was called Byzantium; it 
then became the capital of the eastern, as Rome was 
of the western empire. The Roman empire being 
thus divided, was one of the causes which greatly 
tended to accelerate its downfall. Scutari on the 
Asiatic coast, is considered a suburb of Constanti"' 
nople. 

Name some buildings in Constantinople. 

The Seraglio, or palace, which is washed by the 
]posphorus and the Golden Horn, an offset of the 
former; and the church of St. Sophia, which was 
built by the emperor Justinian in the sixth centuryt 
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Which is the second city in Turkey ? 

Adrianople^ near the river Maritza. This city was 
the capital of the Ottoman empire before the Turks 
took Constantinople. 

Where is Salonika ? 

In the south of Turkey, on the shores of the 
Archipelago. Its ancient name was Thessalonica. 

Name some fortified places in Turkey. 

Schumla, Nicopolis, Belgrade, Varna on the Black 
Sea, and Silistria. It was at the last-named place 
that the Russians were frequently repulsed with 
great slaughter, upon their attempting to take it 
during the late Crimean war, a.d. 1855. 

Where is Sinope ? 

On the Black Sea; it was here that the Russians 
inhumanly destroyed the Turkish fleet before war 
had been formally declared. 

Where is Bukharest ? 

In Wallachia, on a tributary of the Danube. 

Where is Jassy ? 

It is the capital of Wallachia, and stands on a 
tributary of the Pruth. 

Name some islands of Turkey. 

Lemnos, at the entrance of the Dardanelles; 
'Hgina, where money is said to have been first coined 5 
Candia in the Archipelago, together with Mytilene, 
Shodes, Cos, Samos, Chios, and Cyprus. 

What was the ancient name of Candia ? 

Crete ; this island at one time contained a hundred 
cities, and it was at this island that St. Paul advised 
the master of the ship in which he was a prisoner to 
Borne from Csesarea, to winter. Mount Ida is in 
this island. 

Where is Rhodes ? 
; In the Levant, the most easterly port of the Medi- 
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terrean; this island, with Cyprus and the other 
islands mentioned, belong properly to Turkey in Asia. 

For what was Rhodes famous r 

For an immense brazen statue of Apollo, called 
Colossus, which was reckoned one of the seven 
wonders of the world. It was 105 feet in height ; its 
legs stretched from one side of the harbour to the 
other, and ships were able to sail under it. 

Who was the designer of this statue ? 

Chares ; it was begun 300 B.C., and was 12 years 
in the course of construction ; 56 years after it was 
erected, it was partly destroyed by an earthquake. 
In 672 it was sold by the Saracens to a Jew, for 
86,000 pounds, who loaded 900 camels with the 
brass of which it was composed. 

Where is Cyprus ? 

In the Levant, to the west of Syria. Pliny states 
that it was originally joined to the mainland. The 
capital is Nicosia. The apostle Barnabas was bom 
in this island. 

What is the population of Turkey in Europe ? 

About fifteen millions. The climate of Turkey is 
varied, according to the elevation of the district ; near 
the lower Danube the extremes of heat and cold are 
felt. 

Name the chief rivers of Turkey in Europe. 

The Danube, the Pruth, the Save, and the Maritza. 
In European Turkey there are several lakes, the 
chief of which is Skutari. 
Asia. 

From whom are the Asiatics descended ? 

From Shem, the son of Noah. 

In which hemisphere is Asia ? 

In the eastern hemisphere ; it lies to the east of 
Europe; to the north-east of Africa ; and to the west 
of America, from which it is separated by the Pacific 
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ocean ; it is bounded on the north by the Arctic or 
Frozen ocean. 

In what does Asia surpass the other divisions of 
the globe ? 

In the fecundity of its soil, the mildness of its air^ 
the delicious flavour of its fruits, the medicinal 
qualities of its plants, its gums, and spices, and in the 
value of its gems and metals. ^ 

For what else is Asia remarkable ? 

It was here that our first parents were placed, 
and it was this quarter that was first peopled after 
the deluge, 2348 B.C. In Asia almost all the events 
recorded in the bible took place, and here also were 
situated the empires of Assyria, Media, Chaldea, 
and Persia, the last of which was conquered by 
Alexander the Great, king of Macedon. 

What European nation held possession of a great 
part of Asia ? 

The Romans; and after them the Saracens founded 
in Asia an empire larger than Persia under Gyrus, or 
Alexander, and even than the Romans. 

Who were the Saracens ? 

The successors of Mahomet were known under this 
name. Tamerlane the Great was the last of the 
Saracens who possessed any great sway in Asia. 

What is the peculiar form of government in Asia ? 

Despotism. 

What religion prevails in Asia ? 

Mahometanism. The Persians and Mahometans 
of India follow the sect of Uali, and the Arabians and 
Turks are of the sect of Omar. 

Where was Mahomet born ? 

At Mecca, and died at Medina, both which towns 
are in Arabia. He fled from Mecca to Medina in 622. 
The flight of Mahomet is called the He^\t^. 

What languages are spoken in Ami 
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The Russian^ the Persian^ which is considered the 
court language of Asia; the Turkish, the Arabic, 
the Malayan, the Chinese, the Japanese, iand the 
Tartarian. 

Name some seas to the east of Asia. 

The Chinese sea, to the south-east of China ; the 
Yellow sea, to the east of China ; the Japan sea, to 
the east of Mongolia or Chinese Tartary ; the sea of 
Okhotsk, to the east of Asiatic Russia ; the sea of 
Kamschatka, to the east of Siberia ; and the gulf of 
Tartary, between the island of Saghalien on the east, 
and Mongolia and Russia on the west. 

Of what ocean are all these seas part ? 

Of the Pacific ocean. 

Mention the seas to the west of Asia. 

The Red sea, which separates Arabia from Egypt, 
Nubia and Abyssinia; the Mediterranean, the 
Black, and Caspian seas. 

Why is the Red sea so named ? 

From the'quantity of red coral found there. Coral 
is formed by innumerable insects. 

Where is the Persian gulf? 

Between Persia and Arabia. 

Where is the Arabian sea ? 

Between Arabia and Hindostan ; it is sometimes 
called the sea of Oman. 

Where is the bay of Bengal ? 

To the east of Hindostan, and west of the Burmese 
empire. 

Where is the gulf of Martaban ? 

To the south of the Burmese empire. 

Where are the gulfs of Siam and Tonquin ? 

The gulf of Siam is to the south of Siam ; and the 
gulf of Tonquin is to the south of China and Tonquioi 
between Cochin China and the island of Hainam. 

What isthmus joins Asia to Africa ? 



95 

The isthmus of Suez. The countries which it 
connects are Arabia and Egypt. * 

Where are the straits of Bab-el- Mandeb ? 

Between Arabia and Africa ; they connect the Red 
sea with the Arabian sea. Bab-el-Mandeb signifies 
the gate of tears. 

Where are the straits of Ormas ? 

Between Persia and Arabia. They connect the 
Arabian sea with the Persian gulf. Pearls are found 
in this gulf; which are a disease in the oyster. 

Where is Palk^s strait or passage ? 

Between Hindostan and the north-east coast of the 
island of Ceylon ; the gulf of Manaar separates it on 
the north-western side. 

Where are the straits of Malacca ? 

Between the peninsula of Malaya and the island of 
Snmatra. The straits of Sunda are between Sumatra 
and the island of Java. 

Where are the straits of Macassar ? 

Between the islands of Borneo and Celebes. 

Where are Torres straits ? 

Between the islands of Papua or New Guinea^ and 
Australia. Basses straits separate Australia from 
Tasmania or Van Diemen's Land. 

Where are Behring^s strait ? 

Between Asia and North America; these two 
continents make the nearest approach to each other 
it these straits. 

Where is Cape Comorin ? 

In the south of Hindostan. 

Name the countries in the south of Asia^ beginning 
n the south-west side. 

Arabia, Persia^ Beloochistan^ Hindostan^ the Bur- 
lese empire, Siam, Laos, Anam or Cochin China, 
id China. 
Name the countries in the east of Asia. 
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China, Chinese Tartary or Mongolia^ Asiatic 
Russia, Siberia, and Kamschatka. 

What countries are in the west of Asia ? 

Arabia, Palestine, Syria, Asia Minor, Independent 
Tartary, and Asiatic Russia. Siberia occupies the 
northern part of the continent. 

In what country are Palestine, Syria, and Asia 
Minor included ? 

In Asiatic Turkey, which lies to the north of 
Arabia. 

Where is Afghanistan ? 

North of Beloochistan, and south of Independent 
Tartary. It is sometimes called the kingdom of 
Cabool. 

Where is Thibet? 

To the north of Hindostan. Nepaul and Bhootan 
are two independent states in the north of India. 

Where is the peninsula of the Corea ? 

On the eastei*n coast of Asia; its eastern shores are 
washed by the sea of Japan. 

Turkey in Asia. 

How is Turkey in Asia bounded ? 

It is bounded on the nort^h by the Black sea, on 
the south by Arabia, on the east by Persia and 
Georgia, and on the west by the Mediterranean. 

Name the chief cities of Turkey in Asia. 

Smyrna in Asia Minor, situated on the Levant; it 
is the chief port of Asiatic Turkey. Damascus and 
Aleppo in Syria; the former is the oldest city in the 
world, and is famous for the manufacture of sword 
blades. Jerusalem in Palestine, and Bagdad on the 
river Tigris. 

Name some others. 

Tyre, Sidon, Acre, and Antvodv in Syria, the last 
of which ia where the fo\loN«et^ oi CtoeX^etfe^s^ 
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called CIiristiaDs; and Bassora or Basra^ on the 
Shat-el-Arab, the name given to the united streams 
of the Tigris and Euphrates. It is near the Persian 

golf. 

For what was Tyre famous ? 

For its purple dye. It was here that queen Dido 
lived before she founded the city of Carthage in 
Afirica. She was the grandmother of Jezebel^ the 
wife of Ahab, king of Israel. 

What two great conquerors took Tyre ? 

Nebuchadnezzar^ king of Babylon^ after a siege of 
18 years^ when he destroyed it ; it was afterwards 
rebuilt on an adjacent island, and was taken by 
Alexander the Great. 

Of what was Jerusalem the capital ? 

Judaea, another name for Palestine, or the Holy 

Land ; it was sometimes called the Promised Land, 

because God promised it to the posterity of Abraham. 

* Csesarea was the chief port of Judaea when a Roman 

province. 

In what year was Acre besieged by the French 
under Napoleon ? 

In the year 1799, during the reign of George III., 
when, aided by Sir Sydney Smith, it resisted the 
French for sixty-one days, who were obliged to 
raise the siege. 

What Egyptian took Acre ? 

Ibrahim Pasha, the son of Mehamet Ali, in 1832 ; 
he spent upwards of five months in besieging it ; 
but it was retaken by the combined fleets of 
England, Austria, and Turkey, under the command 
of Admiral Stopford. 

What ancient city is supposed to have been 
situated about 60 miles from Bagdad ? 

Babylon^ which was founded \>^ "Smw^^ «xA. 
greatly enlarged by his wife, Sem\t^.m\^\ ^^^ 



afterwards by Nebuchadnezzar. This city was the 
capital of the Chaldean Empire. The Chaldeans 
were the first people who studied astronomy. The 
town of Hillah stands among the ruins of Babylon. 

Who took Babylon ? 

Cyrus, the Persian, 538 B.C., when his uncle 
Cyaxares II. became king; he is better known 
under the name of Darius, the Mede. He was 
succeeded by Cyrus. 

How did Cyrus take Babylon ? 

By turning the waters of the Euphrates, which 
ran through it, into another channel, and his army 
marched into the city through the dry bed of the 
river. Belshazzar, the son of Evil Merodach, the 
son of Nebuchadnezzar, was king of Babylon at this 
time ; and the prophet Daniel was living here, he 
came into favour with Darius and Cyrus. 

Name one of the chief works of art of Babylon. 

The hanging gardens, which were built by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

What other ancient city was situated in Asiatic 
Turkey? 

Nineveh, on the Tigris, near where Mosul now 
stands. This city was the capital of the Assyrian* 
empire. 

What people destroyed Jerusalem ? 

The B/omans, under Titus, the son of Vespasian, 
tenth emperor of Rome, a.d. 70. Josephus, a 
converted Jew, has written an interesting account 
of the siege of Jerusalem, of which he was an eye- 
witness. 

What ancient city was situated in Phrygia, a 
country of Asia Minor ? 

'*' The pupH must not confouiid Assyria with Syria. 
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Troy, wliich was destroyed by the Greeks, when 
Priam reigned over it, 11^ b.c. 

Name some of the most famous Greek leaders. 

Agamemnon, the commander-in-chief of the 
Greek forces ; Ajax, Achilles, Ulysses, Diomedes, 
Nestor, and Neoptolemus. 

Mention some leaders on the side of the Trojans. 

Hector and Paris, the last of whom was the cause 
of the Trojan war, sons of Priam; Antenor, and 
J)ne^, a son-in-law of Priam. The last two are 
accused of having betrayed Troy into the hands of 
the Greeks. 

How was Troy taken ? 

By the stratagem of the Wooden Horse. — Vide 
firgil, ^n. Book II. 

What gave rise to the Trojan war ? 

Paris, one of the sons of Priam having persuaded 
Helen, the wife of Menelaiis, to leave her husband, 
and flee with him to his father's kingdom; the 
Greeks united their forces and besieged Troy. 

Name some mountains in Asiatic Turkey. 

Mount Taurus, in Asia Minor, Ararat, in that part 
of Asia Minor called Russian Armenia ; it is higher 
than Mont Blanc. It was here that the Ark 
rested after the flood, 2348 b.c. Hermon and 
Tabor^ in Palestine^ and Lebanon^ in Syria ; this 
last was famous for its cedar trees. 

To what age did the cedars of Lebanon live ? 

They were 700 years coming to perfection, and 
the same time falling to decay. According to 
M. Lamartine there are but seven of these trees 
^maining. 

Name some mounts near Jerusalem. 

Mounts Zion^ Moriah, and Olives. 

Which are the principal rivers ot A.m^e^xsffeRTj'^ 
The Tigris and Euphrates, wlaicYi iiiXV \s^ ^^^ 

9— ^ 
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mouth into the Persian gulf ; the Orontes and the 
Jordan ; the latter flows into the Dead sea^ and the 
former into the bay of Antioch. 

What was the ancient name of the country 
between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates ? 

Mesopotamia, a name which is derived from two 
Greek words, " Mesos/^ between, and '^ Potamos/^ 
a river. It is now called Al-jezireh. The lower 
district between these rivers is called Irak Arabi. 

Name some seas in Asiatic Turkey. 

Asphaltites or the Dead sea, the water of which 
is nine times heavier than the ocean ; and the sea of 
Tiberias, sometimes called the sea of Gralilee, or the 
lake of Gennesaret. 

Of what ancient cities was the Dead sea the 
site ? 

Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities of the Plain, 
which were overthrown when Lot lived in them. 

What is the religion of the Turks ? 

Mahometanism, 

What are the chief manufactures of Turkey ? 

Carpets and leather. 

Asiatic Russia and Siberia. 

Where is this country ? 

It occupies all the northern part of Asia, extend- 
ing from the western to the eastern side of the 
continent of Asia: the northern shores of Siberia 
are washed by the Northern ocean. 

What use does Russia make of Siberia ? 

As a place of banishment for their state prisoners. 

What countries bordering on the Caspian sea 
belong to Russia ? 

Astrachan, Georgia, and Circassia. 

What is the population of Asiatic Russia ? 

About seven millions. 
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Into what two governments is Siberia divided ? 

Irkutsk in the east^ and Tobolks in the west. 

What mountains are to the west of Asiatic 
Russia? 
I The UraUan mountains. 

Name the chief rivers of Siberia. 

The Obi, the Irtish, the Yenesei, and the Lena^ 
all of which run northward into the Arctic ocean. 

What large lake is in Asiatic Russia 7 

Lake Baikal. 

What is the climate of Asiatic Russia and 
Siberia? 

The cold is excessively severe, especially in Siberia, 
cuid in some parts of the latter country the ground 
in summer remains unthawed at a depth of six 
inches. 

Name the chief towns. 

Tobolsk, which is reckoned the capital of Siberia, 
^omsk, on the Tom; Omsk, on the river Irtish, 
Xrkutsk, Yakutsk, and Okotsk. 

Where is Kamtschatka ? 

In the north-eastern part of Asia; it is a pen- 
^ioisula joining Siberia. 

Arabia. 

Where is Arabia? 
'^ It is a large country in the south west of Asia, 
liaving Turkey on the north ; the Arabian sea, and 
t;he sea of Bab-el-Mandeb on the south ; the 
Persian gulf and Turkey on the east ; and the Red 
•ea, and the isthmus of Suez on the west. 

Into how many parts is Arabia divided ? 

Three ; Arabia Felix, or the Happy, which extends 
along the shores of the Red sea ; Arabia Petrsea, or 
the Stony, in the north ; and Atabi.^ li^^^xXa.^ ^-^ 
the Desertj in the south and east. 
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Which are the chief towns of Arabia ? 

Mecca^ the capital ; Medina^ Mocha^ Sana, Mus- 
cat, Suez, and Aden. 

For what are Mecca and Medina famous ? 

The former for being the place where Mahomet 
was born, and tfcjp, latter where he was buried. Every 
Mahometan considers himself bound to go on pilgri- 
mage to Mecca once during his life. Jeddah is the 
port of Mecca. 

In what part of Arabia are Mocha and Aden ? 

In the south-west, near the straits of Bab-el- 
Mandeb. 

For what are they famous ? 

Mocha is famed for its coffee, the best in the 
world, and Aden is one of the stations for the ships 
engaged in the overland route to India. 

Who projected the overland route ? 

Lieutenant Waghorn, R.N. 

Name some mountains in Arabia. 

Sinai and Horeb in the north ; and Gabel-el-Ared 
in Arabia Felix. 

For what are Sinai and Horeb famous ? 

It was upon Sinai that God gave the ten command- 
ments to Moses; and God appeared to him in a 
burning bush in mount Horeb, when he kept the 
flocks of his father-in-law Jethro, priest of Midian. 

From whom are the Arabians descended ? 

From Ishmael, the son of Abraham by Agar. 

What was foretold of the posterity of Ishmael ? 

That they should be invincible, and that " their 
hand should be against every man, and every man's 
hand against them,*' and their having remained un- 
subdued, even by the Greek, Roman, and Tartar 
conquerors, proves the divinity of the prediction, and 
the Arab, like the Jew, is a convincing proof that the 
writers of the Bible were divinely inspired. 
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What is the signification of Arab ? 

It means a robber^ and it is remarkable that the 
country has kept its name unchanged from the 
earliest period to the present time. 

What is the religion of the Arabs ? 

Mahometanism. Its population is twelve millions. 

Persia* 

How is Persia bounded ? 

It is bounded on the north by Georgia^ the 
Caspian sea^ and Independent Tartary ; on the east 
by Afghanistan and Beloochistan ; on the south by 
the Persian gulf and the gulf of Oman; and on the 
west by the Persian gulf and Turkey. 

Into how many provinces is Persia divided ? 

Seven, viz. : Arzerdbijan, Mazanderan, Irak- 
Ajami^ Khuzistan, Farsistan, Khorasan^ and Kirman. 

What are the chief towns of Persia ? 

Teheran the capital, Ispahan the former capital ; 
Shiraz, which was nearly destroyed by an earth- 
quake in 1853^ Ormuths and Gomberoon. 

Has Persia any considerable rivers ? 

No. The Araxes is in the north; but a very 
small portion of Persia is washed by it ; the largest 
river in the north of Persia is the Kizil Ozan ; it is 
bown in Scripture under the name of Gozan. The 
8hat-el-Arab washes the western shores of Persia ; 
this river is a continuance of the Tigris and Eu- 
phrates after they unite, before falling into the 
Persian gulf. 

What is there remarkable in the Persian sheep ? 

The tails of some of them weigh thirty pounds. 

Is Persia an ancient kingdom ? 

Yes, it is one of the oldest in the world. It suc- 
ceeded the Assyrian or Babylonian empire. 

* The ancient name of Persia ^aa \iwi. 
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By whom was the Persian monarchy founded ? 

By Cyrus, about 550 years b.c. ; it came to an 
end when Darius was king, 329 b.c, who was con- 
quered'by Alexander the Great, king of Macedon, a 
country now included in Turkey in Europe. 

What is the religion of Persia ? 

Mahometanism, mixed with Brahmin superstitioD. 

Afghanistan and Beloochistan. 

How are these countries bounded ? 

On the north by Independent Tartary ; on the east 
by Indostan; on the south by the Arabian sea; 
and on the west by Persia. 

By what other name is the country of Afghanistan 
known. 

It is sometimes called the kingdom of Cabool. 

Of what ancient kingdom did Afghanistan fonii 
a part? 

Of the ancient Iran or Persia. 

What are the chief towns of Afghanistan ? 

Cabool the capital. Candahar, Ghuznee, and 

Herat. 

What is the capital of Beloochistan ? 

Kelat. 

What is the religion of these countries ? 

Mahometanism. 

Independent Tartary. 

Where is Independent Tartary ? 

It lies between the Caspian sea on the west, and 
the Chinese empire on the east, having Russia on 
the north and Persia and Afghanistan on the south. 

What are the chief towns of Independent Tartary? 

Bokhara the capital. Samarcand and Kokan. 

Name a large lake in Independent Tartary. 

Lake Aral, one of the largest m the world. 

What river flows througVi t\iA& eoxxnX.x^'^ 
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The Jihon or Oxus, which falls into lake Aral. 
To what race do the Tartars belong ? 
To the nomadic or wandering tribes. 

Indostan. 

Where is Indostan ? 

It is a large country in the south of Asia, being 
»unded by Afghanistan^ Beloochistan^ and the 
rabian sea on the west, by the bay of Bengal and 
urmah on the east, and by the Himalayan mountains 
I the north. 

How is Indostan politically divided ? 

Into those countries which are ruled by Great 
ritain, those whose princes are under her influence, 
id those which are still independent. 

What is the population of India ? 

140 millions, nine-tenths of whom are either allies 
: Britain or subject to her. 

What is the derivation of the name Indostan 
)metimes spelt Indoostan ? 

It is of Persian origin, being derived from two 
'orda, " indos,^' black, and '^ stan,^' a country, signi- 
j^ng the " black country," having reference to the 
omplexion of the inhabitants. Others believe it to 
aean the " country of the Indus,'' from the river 
ndus flowing through it 

Name the three British presidencies. 

Calcutta in the north-east, Madras in the south- 
east, and Bombay in the west. 

Name some mountains in Indostan. 

The Himalayah to the north, the eastern and 
irestem Ghauts, and the NelUghelly hills. 
Where are the chief rivers of Indostan ? 
The Indus, which flows into the Arabian sea ; the 
Ganges, the sacred river of India ; and the Burram- 
pooter, both which fall into the bay of Bengal. 
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Where do these rivers rise ? 

In Thibet. 

Name some of the provinces of India. 

The Punjaub in the north-west, the chief towns of 
which are Lahore and Monltan. This is the country 
of the Sikhs. Oude in the north-east, the capital of 
which is Lucknow ; this place was long besieged by 
the revolted Sepoys, and was at last relieved by Sir 
Colin Campbell.* Bengal in the north-east. Scinde 
near the mouth of the Indus. The Camatic in the 
south-east ; and the Mysore territory in the south- 
west. 

What is the signification of the term Punjaub T 

It signifies a country watered by five rivers. 

What is the capital of the Mysore ? 

Seringapatam, which was taken by Lord ComwalEs 
in the reign of George III., a.d. 1799, when Tippoo 
Saib, the son of Hyder All, both of whom were 
inveterate enemies of the British, was slain. 

Name some other towns in India. 

Agra, Delhi, Allahabad, Benares, the chief seat of 
Hindoo learning in India, and Patna ; all of which 
towns are situated in the northern part of India. 
6oa, which belongs to the Portuguese, is on the west 
coast; Poonah, Hyderabad, Tatta, Ajmeer, Surat, 
and Arcot ; Cashmere is in the most northern part 
of Indostan, and is famous for the manufacture of 
shawls. 

Which is the capital of all British India ? 

Calcutta, on the river Hooghly, a branch of he 
Ganges ; it stands about a hundred miles inland. 

What settlements have the French in India ? 

Pondicherry and Chandemagore. 

What are the eastern and western coasts of India 
named ? 

* Afterwaida "Loxd CVj^e. 
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The western is called the Malabar, and the eastern 
lie Coromandel coast. 

What commodities are brought from India ? 

Gold, diamonds, indigo, opium, and drugs. 

What is a diamond ? 

Pare carbonic acid gas. 

How is the comparative value of diamonds deter- 
(lined ? 

Bv the squares of the differences of their weights. 

Give an example. 

If a diamond weighs 2 carats, and another weighs 
i, the latter is 3 times heavier than the former, and 
he square of 3 being 9, the diamond which weighs 6 
arats is 9 times more valuable than the one which 
nly weighs 2 carats. 

How is a diamond polished ? 

By means of diamond dust ; the diamond is fixed 
1 a piece of lead, and the dust being made to adhere 
a stone bv means of some sticky substance, it is 
ben ground or polished in the ordinary way. 

What is indigo ? 

A plant from which a blue dye is extracted. 

What is opium ? 

The thickened juice of the poppy. The Chinese 
nd some other nations are much addicted to the 
moking of it ; it produces a pleasing intoxication, 
lat is very injurious to the constitution, producing 
bbility and premature decay. 

Who are the priests of India ? 

The Brahmins ; they maintain that they are a more 
Dcient race than the Chinese, and that these are a 
dlony of them. Their sacred language is the 
anscrit, which is studied only by themselves. 

What animal is reverenced by the Hindoos ? 

The cow ; and they will not eat any animal food. 
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The Hindoos are divided into castes^ and the members 
of one caste will not associate with those of another. 

In whose reign were the East India Company 
granted an exclusive charter to trade with India ? 

In the reign of Elizabeth. 

Who greatly increased our possessions in India? 

Colonel CUve, in the reign of George II. 

What became of Clive ? 

He hanged himself; he had twice previously 
attempted to shoot himself. 

What was the character of Clive ? 

He was a restless, good-for-nothing boy when at 
school; a brave and skilful commander^ whom no 
difficulties, however great, could daunt ; but he was 
somewhat arbitrary in his dealings with the native 
princes, though he excused himself by saying that, 
'' he was obliged to meet rogues with roguery." 

Who was the first invader of India worthy of 
notice ? 

Alexander the Great, about 330 B.C. 

Who was the next ? 

Genghis Khan, a.d. 1220; he was followed by 
Tamerlane the Great, a.d. 1398, who exceeded ia 
cruelty all the conquerors that the world has produced, 
and established an empire extending from Asia Minor 
to the east of India. 

Who may be said to have been the founder of the 
Mogul empire in India ? 

Aurenzebe, a despotic tyrant, who died in the year 
1707. 

Under whose government is India at the present 
time? 

The Queen's ; the East India Company has been 
abolished, and the Indian army has been amalga- 
mated with the other forces of her Majesty since the 
revolt of the sepoys in 1857. 
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What is the religion of Indostan ? 
Idolatry and Mahometanism. It is said that the 
natives have three hundred million gods. 
Where is Nepaul ? 

It is an independent state in the north of Indostan. 
What is the capital of Nepaul ? 
Khatmandoo. 

What is the religion of Nepaul ? 
Buddhism. 
Where is Bhotan ? 
To the east of Nepaul. 
What is the chief town of Bhotan ? 
Tassisudon. 

The Birmese Empire. 

Where is the Birmese Empire ?' 

To the east of Indostan, having Thibet on the 
norths and China and Siam to the east of it. 

Of what does this empire consist ? 

Of Birmah^ and the kingdom of Ava. 

What other states formerly constituted a part of 
this empire ? 

The kingdoms of Pegu and Aracan^ and the 
province of Tenasserim^ all which now belong to the 
British. 

What large river flows through Birraah ? 

The Irawaddy^ which rises in Thibet^ and falls 
into the gulf of Martaban in the south. 

What are the chief towns of Birmah ? 

Ava, which is the capital^ and Ammerapoora. 

What is the capital of Pegu ? 

The capital of Pegu, is Pegu, on the river Pegu, 
a branch of the Irawaddy. Rangoon is in Pegu. 

What is the capital of Ar^can ? 

Aracan, which is intersected by t\ie Kx^c^axiTO^^* 

What are the chief towns of Teua^^mm*^ 

\0 
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Tavoy and Mergui. 

What river flows through Tenasserim ? 

The Tenasserim river. 

What is the religion of these countries ? 

Buddhism. 

In the late war between the British and the Bir- 
mese who were the aggressors ? 

The Birmese, who, in 1795, violating our territory 
in pursuit of some criminals, were quickly repelled; 
from that period, till 1824, there was a secret mis- 
understanding between the two powers, and in the 
latter year — in consequence of the arrest of some 
missionaries resident there, and the seizure of a dis- 
trict within our territory — war was declared against 
them, and, being defeated, they ceded to the British, 
the territories a&eady mentioned. In 1852 hostili- 
ties again commenced, when the British arms were 
once more successful; since which time the two 
countries have enjoyed the blessings of peace and 
commerce. 

The Peninsula of Malata. 

Where is Malaya ? 

In the south of Asia, to the north-east of the 
island of Sumatra, from which it is separated by the 
straits of Malacca. 

What is the chief town of Malaya ? 

Malacca. 

What is the character of the Malays ? 

They are a fierce and warlike race, and much ad- 
dicted to piracy, but, notwithstanding, their language 
is very harmonious ; it has been styled the ItaHan 
of the East. 

What people claim this peninsula ? 

The Siamese. 

Where are Siam, Laos, Cambodia, Anam,Tonquin, 
and Cochin China ? 
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They are all in the south of Asia. 
What is the capital of Siara ? 
Brankok on the river Meinam,which flows through 
Siam, into the gulf of Siam. 
What large river flows through Anam ? 
The Camboya, which falls into the gulf of Siam. 
What is the religion of these countries ? 
Buddhism. 

What is the climate of Malaya ? , 
It enjoys a perpetual summer. 

Thibet. 

Where is Thibet ? 

It is to the north of Indostan^ and to the west of 
China. 

What mountains are in the south of Thibet ? 

The Himalayah range. 

What rivers rise in Thibet ? 

The Irawaddy, and most of the large rivers of 
Indostan, and some which flow through China. 

What is the capital of Thibet ? 



For what is Thibet i-emarkable ? 

For the number of lakes that it has. 

Who is the object of worship in Thibet ? 

The Grand Lama^ who resides at Lassa^ in a 

"ace 120 yards high, and which contains ten 
thousand apartments. 

Who is the Grand Lama ? 

He is a person, who, the priests persuade the 
people, never gets old, and when appearances belie 
this, they despatch him, and substitute another in 
his place. 

China. 

Where is China ? 

It is a large country in the south-east of Asia. 

How is China proper bounded ? 
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It is bounded on the north by Mongolia ; on the 
east by the Yellow sea, and the Pacific ocean; 
on the south by the Chinese sea, the gulf of Tonquin, 
the countries of Siam, Laos, Auam,and Cochin China; 
and on the west by the Birman Empire and Thibet. 

Name the chief towns of China. 

Pekin the capital, Nanking, Canton, Shanghai, 
and Fou-Chow-fou. 

What is Nanking famous for ? 

For the manufacture of Nankeen, a species of 
light cotton. 

Name some of the rivers of China. 

The Hoang-ho, or Yellow river; the Yang-tse- 
kiang, or Blue river; both of which fall into the 
Yellow sea. These rivers have many tributaries 
equal in size to some of the largest rivers of Europe^ 
as the Peiho, or Peho, the Eu-ho, and the Si-kiang^ 
or Ta-si-kiang, which last empties itself into the sea.^ 
near Canton. 

"What two great works of art are in China ? 

The Imperial Canal, and the Great Wall. 

When was the Great Wall built 'C 

About two thousand years ago ; it was built by the 
Chinese to protect themselves from the Tartars. 
.For what plant is China remarkable ? 

For the tea-tree. When the tea-tree attains the 
age of three years, the leaves are fit to gather, and 
there are three gatherings in a year. There are 
seven kinds of black tea, and six of green tea ; bat 
green tea is often the black tea coloured by the 
Chinese to suit the taste of Europeans. A great 
quantity of tea that has been used in the tea-pots of 
the Chinese, undergoes a preparation, and is then 
exported to Europe. 

What nation at present rules in China ? 
TLe MoDgul Tartars, wlao coxic^vxet^^ *\\. \ti\^AS^. 
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what manufactures are the Chinese famed ? 
celain and silk. The silk- worm was brought 
3hina. 

at is the religion of China ? 
is a strange mixture of superstition and 

lat is the population of China ? 
IBS been variously estimated. Lord Macartney, 
94, estimated it at 333,000,000, and Dr. 
jon, in 1825, at 353,000,000 nearly, 
at settlement have the Portuguese on the 
eastern coast of China ? 
cao : it is situated on an island named Heang- 
The Portuguese were the first European 
who traded with the Chinese; they visited 
at the commencement of the fifteenth century, 
lere is Chinese Tartary, or Mongolia ? 
ies to the north of China, 
lat large river flows through it ? 
J Amoor, or Saghalien, which empties itself 
le gulf of Tartary. 
ere is Manchouria ? 

is to the east of Mongolia, and is watered by 
^moor: these two last mentioned countries 
; to China. 

Japan. 

ivhat does Japan consist ? 
a number of islands in the Japan sea. The 
; are Niphon and Jesso. 
oe the chief towns of Japan, 
igasaki, Osaka, Jedo, and Miaco. 
V is Japan governed ? 
a temporal, and a spiritual ruler, 
what are the Japanese famed 7 
lacker- work ; but their unwillingness to trade 
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with Europeans, renders it almost impossible to pro- 
cure any of their best specimens of this manufacture. 

What is the religion of the Japanese ? 

There are three religious sects in Japan ; one of 
which, called Sinto, believe in a supreme being. 
Buddha is an object of worship here, as well as in 
China. In many things there is a great similarity 
between the Chinese and the Japanese. 

With what two European countries did the 
Japanese until lately only trade ? 

With the Dutch and the Portuguese. They 
formerly traded with the English; but at the 
instigation of the Dutch they ceased doing so.^ 

The Islands of Asia. 

Where is the island of Pherim ? 
In the Red sea, it belongs to the English, and 
has lately been strongly fortified. 

The Laccadive Islands. 

Where are the Laccadive Islands ? 

In the Indian ocean, to the south west of Indostan. 
These islands are very small and thinly inhabited. 
There are nineteen of them ; the two principal ones 
are Anderot and Cabarita. 

Of what origin are they ? 

Arabian, and they profess Islamism, or Mahome- 
tanism. 

Who discovered these islands ? 

Vasco de Gama, a Portuguese navigator, a.p* 
1498. They belong to the English. 

The Maldives. 
Where are the Maldives ? 
In the Indian ocean, to the south-west of Indostan; 

* A tre&ty of commerce TMk&\a\.f^^\)etTi<s«ii'^xi^^^\5«' 
tvFeen the English and Japanese. 
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Y are divided into seventeen groups j some of 
m are wasting away ; they are but slightly ele- 
Bd above the sea. 

Ceylon. 

SVTiere is the valuable island of Ceylon ? 

[n the Indian ocean^ to the south of Indostan^ 

n which it is separated by Falk's passage on the 

th-east side^ and the gulf of Manaar on the 

th-west. It belongs to the English. 

^ame the chief towns of Ceylon. 

yolombo, the capital ; Kandi, and Trimcomale. 

^hat berry is cultivated in Ceylon ? 

yoffee, which would be equal to the best kinds, 

e the growers more experienced in the art of cul- 

.ting it. The tea-tree^ and sugar cane have lately 

n introduced into this island. 

Vhat fishery is carried on in the gulf of Manaar ? 

?he pearl fishery ; but it is not very profitable. 

/That animals are very numerous in Ceylon ? 

Slephants^ some of which are tamed and made to 

k. 

8 Ceylon a flat or mountainous country ? 

t is very mountainous in the interior. 

Andaman and Nicobab. 

¥here are the Andaman and Nicobar islands ? 
n the bay of Bengal^ the principal are Great and 
:le Andaman. They produce teak, iron-wood, 
ebony. 

Vhat is the character of the inhabitants ? 
'hey are a very degenerate, cruel, and fierce race. 
Vhat is their only covering ? 
lud, which they put on their bodies to protect 
nselves from the noxious insects, which are very 
lerous here. 
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What nation endeavoured to establish a settlement 
here? 

The English, but owing to the ferocity of the 
natives, and the unhealthiness of the cUmate^ they 
were obliged to give it up. 

Where are the Nicobar islands ? 

In the bay of Bengal, the largest is Sambelong; 
like the Adaman islands, they are very unhealthy. 

Penang, or Pkince of Wales' Island. 

Where is the island of Penang, or Prince of Wales' 
island ? 

To the west of Malaya ; it belongs to the British. 

How did it come into their possession ? 

It was presented to them by an EngUshman who 
had it as his wife's dowry, being the daughter of the 
king of Keddah. 

What is the climate of this island ? 

Exceedingly healthy, so much so, that persons who 
have lost their health for many years in India, sooa 
recover their energy and strength in this island. 

What are the chief productions of this island ? 

Pepper, nutmegs, cofiee, sugar, and pine-apples. 
Almost all the ships engaged in the China trade 
touch at this island. 

Sumatra. 

Where is the island of Sumatra ? 

The large island of Sumatra is in the Indian ocean, 
to the south-west of Malaya, from which it is sepa* 
rated by the straits of Malacca. 

Is Sumatra a productive island ? 

Yes, fruits and flowers grow here spontaneously, 
to a fabulous size. There is a flower in Sumatra 
three feet in diameter. Some of the edible roots 
weigh four hundred pounds ; oaA. \Xiexe «xe %»^^ 
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liell fish so large that more than twenty men can 
me off one of them. 

Are there any wild animals here ? 

Yes, wild animals of almost every kind abound in 
his island. 

What large town is in Sumatra ? 

Bencoolen, in a district of the same name. The 
Dutch possess almost the entire trade of this island. 

Singapore. 

Where is the island of Sincapore ? 
To the south of Malaya; it belongs to the English; 
ts chief town is Sincapore. 

Java. 

Where is the island of Java ? 

In the Indian ocean, to the south-east of Sumatra, 
rom which it is separated by the strait of Sunda ; 
ie greater part of this island belongs to the Dutch. 

Name the chief towns in Java. 

Batavia, the capital of the Dutch settlements in 
he East Indies; Bantam, Cheribon, Tegal, and 
iemorang, each of which is the capital of a residency 
{ the same name. 

Did this island ever belong to the English ? 

Yes, they took possession of it in 1811 ; and under 
heir government the island greatly improved; at a 
ater period it was restored to the Dutch, and in 
OQsequence of their avaricious policy the revenue 
as decreased. 

Borneo. 

Where is the island of Borneo ? 
In the eastern Archipelago, to the west of Celebes, 
"om which it is separated by the strait of Macassar. 
What is the size of this island ? 
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It is as large as Britain and France together; 
and^ next to Australia^ is the largest island in the 
world. 

What are the chief towns of Borneo ? 

Borneo, Banjamassin, and Ponteanak. 

What European nation possesses a large part of 
this island ? 

The Dutch. 

What peculiar custom regarding marriage exists in 
one part of the island of Borneo ? 

No man can marry unless he has cut off the head 
of an enemy : and a widower cannot marry again, 
unless he has slain an enemy in battle. 

What circle passes through Borneo and Sumatra? 

The equator. 

What animal is peculiar to these two islands f 

The ourang-outang. 

What European first visited Borneo ? 

Fernando Magellan, a Spanish navigator. 

Name some other islands in the eastern Arcbi- 
pelago. 

Celebes, Jilolo, and Ceram. 

What settlement have the Dutch in Celebes ? 

Macassar and Menado. 

What settlements have the Dutch in Ceram ? 

Wahdi. 

What is the policy of the Dutch in all these 
islands 7 

To shut out the English from trading with them. 

Papua, or New Guinea. 

Where is New Guinea ? 

It is a large island in the Pacific ocean, north of 
Australia, from which it is separated by Endeavoor 
and Torres^ straits. 

Why i8 this island bo caWed.^ 
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Prom the similarity of the inhabitants to the people 

Guinea in Africa. 

Who discovered this island ? 

The Spaniards in 1528 ; but it is very imperfectly 

lown even at the present time. 

Australia, or New Holland. 

Where is Australia ? 

In the Pacific ocean ; it is the largest island in the 

}rld, and belongs to the British. This island^ with 

ew Guinea, New Zealand, and Tasmania, form the 

incipal group of islands in Australasia. 

What is the signification of Australasia ? 

Southern Asia. 

How many colonies have the English in Australia, 

id name them ? 

Four, viz. : New South Wales, South Australia, 

^est Australia, and Victoria, or Port Philip. 

Name their chief towns. 

Sydney is the capital of New South Wales ; Ade- 

ide is the capital of South Australia ; Perth is the 

pital of West Australia — it is on the Swan river ; 

elboume is the capital of Victoria. 

Has Australia any rivers ? 

It has a great number, but all of them are incon- 

lerable in comparison with the size of the country. 

Name a few of the principal. 

Victoria river, the largest, in North Australia; the 

iverpool; and the Alhgator rivers; the Yarra- 

arra ; the Murray ; and the Swan river. 

Name some other towns in New South Wales. 

Brisbane, Bathurst, and Port Jackson. 

Where are Geelong and Port Philip ? 

In the colony of Victoria, which is the most 

uthern part of Australia. 

Where is Botany bay ? 



120 

On the east coast of Australia. 

Why is this place so named ? 

This name was given it by Captain Cook, its dis- 
coverer, from the number of plants unknown to 
Europeans, that were found to thrive there. 

What did the British once use this district for? 

As a place to transport convicts to; but it was 
discontinued in 1842. 

Van Diemen^s Land, or Tasmania. 

Where is this island ? 

To the south of Australia, from which it is sepa- 
rated by Basses strait. 

What is the capital of Tasmania ? 

Hobart Town ; Elizabeth Town is distant twenty- 
one miles from it. 

What are the principal rivers of Tasmania ? 

The Derwent and the Tamar. 

Has Tasmania any lakes ? 

Yes ; the principal is named Clarence. 

What animals are found here ? 

The kangaroo, the opossum, and the wild cat. 

Name two ports in Tasmania. 

Dalrymple and Launceston. 

To whom does this island belong ? 

To the English, who took possession of it in 1803, 
in the reign of George HI. 

New Zealand. 

Where is the island of New Zealand ? 

In the south Pacific ocean, to the south-east of 
Australia. 

Of what does it consist ? 

Of three islands, named New Munster, New 
Ulster, and New Leinster. 

Mention some towns in New Zealand. 
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Auckland, the capital, Nelson, Wellington, and 
Canterbury. 
To whom does New Zealand belong ? 
To the British, who took possession of it in 1840. 
Where is Chatham island? 
To the east of New Zealand. 
Where is Norfolk isle ? 
To the north-west of New Zealand. 

Philippine Islands. 

Where are these islands ? 

In the north Pacific ocean, to the south-east of 
Dhina ; they belong to the Spaniards. 

Name the chief of them. 

Luzon, Mindanao, and Palawan. 

What is the capital of these islands ? 

Manilla, in the island of Luzon ; it is famed for 
ts cigars. 

What is the structure of these islands ? 

Volcanic, many of the mountains being in a state 
>f constant eruption. They are also much subject 
o earthquakes, by which many of its towns have 
requently been laid in ruins. 

What nation took these islands from the Spaniards? 

The English, in 1761, but they restored them in 
.764, in the reign of George III. 

The Pelew Islands. 

Where are the Pelew islands ? 
In the north Pacific ocean ; they lie to the east of 
he Philippines. The inhabitants are Malays. 

Hainan. 

Where is the island of Hainan ? 
To the south of China. 

W 
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What is its capital ? 
Zeun-chu-fu, on the river Lemu. 

Hong-Kong. 

Where is the island of Hong-Kong ? 

To the south-east of China ; it stands at the en- i 
trance of the Canton river. ^ 

What is the signification of this name ? 

It means " Sweet Waters/^ The water of China 
in many parts is bad^ and has to be boiled before it 
is fit for drinking. 

To whom does this island belong ? 

To the British ; it was ceded to them in 1841 ; it 
is very hilly, and only a few acres are fit for cultiva- 
tion. 

What is the capital of Hong-Kong ? 

Victoria. Stanley is another town in this island. 

What is the chief export of this island ? 

Granite. 

What is granite ? 

It is the hardest of stone, and the lowest stratum 
in the earth to which we have gone. 

What are the component parts of granite ? 

Mica, felspar, and quartz. Gneis, or detritus, is 
pulverized granite, and forms the second lowest 
stratum. Next in order are the Silurian formations, 
which consist of coral. The next stratum is coal, 
and then chalk ; and lastly, the earth, or ground, 
which we cultivate. 

How is coral formed ? 

By insects. 

What is coal ? 

Wood acted on by moisture, heat, and time. 
Peat-moss is a coal-bed in its infant state, which 
jbas been indisputably proved to \i«in^ oxvc.^ V^^^xi wood. 

What is chalk ? 
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An accumalation of marine insects and shells. 

What are those strata of flint observed in chalk ? 

Petrified sponge^ caused by silicious matter per- 
colating through it. Flints have been discovered, in 
the inside of which has been found sponge. 

Formosa. 

Where is the island of Formosa ? 

In the Pacific ocean, east of China, to which 
country it is partly subject. Its chief town is Tayo- 
wan. 

What European nation first attempted a settle- 
ment here ? 

The Dutch, in 1634, but they were driven out of 
it by a Chinese pirate. 

The Loo-Choo Islands. 

Where are these islands ? 

In the Pacific ocean, east of China. 

Which is the largest of these islands ? 

Tanaxima, which, with several others, belongs to 
Japan ; the other islands forming this group are in- 
dependent. 

Where are the Ladrone or Marianne, and the 
Caroline islands 7 

In the north Pacific ocean. Ladrone signifies a 
robber ; a name given these islands by the Spaniards, 
on account of the thieving propensities of the in- 
habitants. 

Saghalien. 

Where is the island of Saghalien ? 
It is to the north of the island of Jesso, one of the 
Japan islands. This island is adm\ta\A^ 'svV.wd.^.^^V^'c. 
giving aay European nation, wlio mi^X. iox\si ^ ^^V 

W— % 
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tiement here, the predominance over the eastern coast 
of Asia. 

Where are the Kurile isles ? 

To the north of the Japan islands. 

Where are the Aleutian isles ? 

To the east of Kamstchatka, in the Behring sea. 

Africa. 

What is Africa ? 

One of the four great continents ; it is bounded 
on the north by the Mediterranean sea, which sepa- 
rates it from Europe ; on the east by the isthmus erf 
Suez, and the Red sea, dividing it from Arabia, and 
by the Indian ocean ; on the south by the Southern 
ocean ; and on the west by the Atlantic ocean, which 
lies between it and America. 

Which are the chief rivers of Africa ? 

The Nile, the Niger, the Orange or Oliphant, the 
Senegal and the Gambia. 

Where does the Nile rise ? 

In the mountains of the Moon, in Abyssinia, it 
flows northward through this country, Nubia and 
Egypt, into the Mediterranean sea. 

How are the diflFerent parts of this river de- 
signated ? 

By the names of White Nile and Blue Nile ; at the 
confluence of these two streams the river takes the 
name of the Nile. 

What is the Delta of the Nile ? 

It is that part of Egypt lying between the branches 
of the Nile by which it empties itself into the Me- 
diterranean sea. It is called the Delta, from its re- 
sembling in shape that letter of the Greek alpha- 
betJ. 
What 18 there peculiar m t\via xYNet*^ 
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It periodically overflows its banks; and in this 
manner fertilizes the land through which it flows. 

Where does the Niger rise ? 

In the Kong mountains^ about ten degrees north 
)f the equator : it empties itself by many mouths 
nto the the gulf of Benin^ and the Bight of Biafira, 
vhich are parts of the Atlantic ocean. 

Name some travellers who were sent to discover 
;he sources of these rivers. 

Park, Denham, Clapperton and Lander. 

Where are the Senegal and Gambia rivers ? 

They flow through the western part of Africa into 
he Atlantic ocean. 

Of what river were these two streams long sup- 
)osed to be branches ? 

Of the Niger ; but Park proved this to be incor- 
rect. 

Where is the Orange or Oliphant river ? 

In the south-western part of Africa; it empties 
tself into the South Atlantic ocean. 

Is Africa joined to any other continent ? 

Yes, to Asia, by the isthmus of Suez, which is 
;ixty miles across. 

Which are the principal mountains of Africa ? 

The Atlas range ; the mountains of the Moon ; 
Lud the Kong mountains. 

Where are the Atlas mountains ? 

They extend through the Barbary States, in the 
lorth of Africa. 

Where are the mountains of the Moon ? 

In the interior of Africa. The Kong mountains 
ire to the north of Guinea. 

Where is the Mozambique channel ? 

To the east of Africa, separating it from Mada- 
gascar. 

Where is the gulf of Guinea ? 

\\— ^ 



It is a part of the Atlanti^lii^eaii nmning npinto 
the western coast of Guinea.. 

Where is cape Guardafui, i.e., ^^ Beware ?" 

It is the inost easterljtcape fljf Africa. The cape 
of Good Hope is the m6st southerly ; and cape Verd 
is the most westerly; ^ipe Blanco is also on the 
western coast of Africa.^ 

What large lake is in Africa ? 

Lake Tchad, it is east of Bornou, in the interior 
of the continent. This lake was discovered by 
Clapperton and Denham. 

Where are the Barbary States ? and name them. 

In the north of Africa ; they are Morocco, Fez, 
Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli and Barca. 

Morocco. 

How is Morocco situated ? 

It is in the north-west part of Africa, being bounded 
on the north by the straits of Gibraltar and the 
Mediterranean sea, and on the west by the Atlantic 
ocean. 

What mountains are in Morocco ? 

The Atlas mountains. 

Has Morocco any rivers ? 

Yes, several ; the principal are the Seber and the 
Um-er-begh. 

Name some capes in Morocco ? 

Cape Blanco and cape Nun in the Atlantic, and 
cape Ceuta in the Mediterranean, 

Name two bays in Morocco. 

Tangier and Tetuar. 

Which are the chief towns of Morocco ? 

Mogadore, Tangier and Tetuan. 

To whom did Tangier once belong ? 
To Charles II., it was part oi \Xi^ ^10.^^5 ^^ VJ& 
wife Catharine of Portugal, log^Oci^t m\!«i ^^\^^l 



in the East Indies. jMll^er came into the possession 
of the English in 188^ but they gave it up in 1684. 

Which are the chief manufactures of Morocco ? 

Carpets^ leather^J^d mining. 

What ancient European power held possession of 
a part of Morocco ? 

The Romans^ and afteJ^tthem^ the Goths, and 
Greeks. 

What country in Europe did the Moors hold 
possession of for many years ? , 

Spain, in which country they landed in 1086, 
and defeated the Spaniards at the battle of Sala. 

What is the religion of Morocco ? 

Mahometanism. 



Where is Fez ? 

It joins Morocco on the north, of which empire it 
is a province. 

Name the chief towns of Fez. 

Fez, the capital, Mamora, and Mequinez. 

Name the chief rivers of Fez. 

The Sebu and the Bir Regreb. 

Who was the first sovereign of Fez ? 

Sidi Idris, in the eighth century. This was the 
first Mahommedan kingdom in the north of Africa. 

Algiers, or Algeria. 

Where is Algiers ? 

In the north of Africa; it is bounded on the 
north by the Mediterranean ; on the east by Tunis ; 
on the south by the great desert of Sahara ; and on 
the west by Morocco. 

What is the capital of Algiers? 

Algiers; Bona ia a town, and «l\ao «l 3Mk\.m\. \cl 
4.1gier8, 
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Name some rivers of Algiewu j 

The Shellif, the Seibus, the Haratch^ and the ] 
Isser. ^ 

Has Algiers any lakes ? 

Yes, a great many; the chief is El-Ubeira. 

What mountains are in Algiers ? 

The Atlas mountains. 

To what were the Algerines at one time greatly 
addicted ? 

To piracy, and many expeditions have been sent 
against them. Charles V., emperor of Germany, 
father of Philip II., king of Spain, sailed against 
them in 1540, but in consequence of losing the 
greater part of his ships in a storm, he was obliged to 
retire without reducing them to subjection. The 
French, and after them, the English, and also the 
Venetians, made several attempts, with varied 
success, to force the Algerines to abandon these 
practices. In 1816 Lord Exmouth bombarded 
Algiers and laid the town in ruins. 

What good resulted from this ? 

The Algerines released all Christian slaves, to the 
number of more than twelve hundred ; and made 
restitution to those persons who had been ransomed. 

To whom does Algiers belong at the present 
time? 

To the French, who made themselves masters of 
of it in 1830 ; but they are still obliged, and prob- 
ably always will be, to maintain a large army there 
to keep the country in subjection. 

Tunis. 

How is Tunis bounded ? 

On the north by the Mediterranean ; on the west 
bjr Algiers ; on the 80ut\i ani ^u^-^v.^^. \i>j the 
desert of Sahara ; and on IYlc e«L^\.\>^ 'Irv^Oiv 
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Name the chief towns of Tunis. 
Tunis, the capital, and Tabarca. 
What rivers are there in Tunis ? 
The Mejerdah and the Wad-el-Quibir are the 
incipal. 

What ancient city was situated near where the 
wn of Tunis stands ? 

Carthage, which was founded by queen Dido, 
19 B.C. ; who fled from Tyre to escape the tyranny 
her brother, PygmaUon. She was the grand- 
LUgbter of Jezebel. 

Of what other nation was Carthage long a rival? 
Of Rome, between whom and Carthage there were 
ree wars, called the Punic wars. 
Which of these two powers was at last vanquished ? 
Carthage, and the city was razed to the ground 
' Scipio, the grandson of Scipio Africanus, 

[7 B.C. 

Name some celebrated Carthaginian generals. 

Amilcar, Annibal, and Asdrubal. 

What became of Annibal ? 

He poisoned himself to escape falling into the 

mds of the Romans, who ungenerously persecuted 

m from one country to another. 

Tripoli. 

Where is Tripoli ? 

In the north of Africa ; it comprises Barca and 
3zzan, which is to the south of Tripoli. 

What is the signification of Tripoli ? 

It means the country of the "Three Cities," 
hich name was given it about the end of the first 
jntury. 

Name some towns in this district. 

Tripoli, the capital, Bengazi, Cyrene, Barca, and 
onandria. 
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To whom do these states, together with Tunis, 
owe a nominal sovereignty ? 
To the Sultan of Turkey. 

Egypt. 

Where is Egypt ? 

In the north-eastern part of Africa ; having tie 
Mediterranean sea on the north ; the Red sea and 
the isthmus of Suez on the east ; Nuhia on the 
south ; and the deserts of Libya and Barca on the 
west. 

Into how many parts is Egypt divided ? 

Into three ; Upper, Middle, and Lower Egypt, 

Name the principal towns in Egypt. 

Grand Cairo, the capital, Alexandria, Rosetta, 
and Damietta. 

What river flows through Egypt ? 

The Nile, which flows into the Mediterranean 
sea ; this river has already been described. 

Who built Alexandria ? 

Alexander the Great. The ancient city of 
Pelusium was situated near here. 

Is Egypt an ancient country ? 

It is one of the most ancient in the world ; and 
at one period the most civilized; it was the 
Egyptians who civilized the Greeks, so conspicuous 
in former times for the advancement they made in 
the arts and sciences. 

Are there any remains of ancient Egyptian monu- 
ments ? 

Yes, especially at Thebes andDendara. The pyra- 
mids of Egypt are the largest buildings in the 
world ; the two largest are near Cairo. 

By whom were they built ? 

The larger one was built by Cheops ; it stands on 
eleven acres of ground, and is five hundred feet high, 
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je feet square at the top, which can be reached 
ins of rude steps on one side. The smaller 
two was built by Cephrim, the brother of 

)S. 

• what purpose are they supposed to have been 
? 

a burial place for their kings, 
hat strange custom existed in Egypt respecting 
>urial of the dead ? 

very man after death was tried, and if any wrong 

he had committed against his neighbour, for 

ch he had not made restitution, could be proved 

inst him, he was deprived of the rights of sepul- 

e ; the kings themselves were not exempt from 

8 custom ; and it is said that the builders of these 

o pyramids were found guilty after death, and were 

iried without funeral rites. 

What other ancient monuments are found in 
;gypt? 

Obelisks, which consist of one large stone, termi- 
ating in a point, with four sides ; Cleopatra's needle ; 
'ompey's pillar ; and the sphynx, which consists of 
le head and shoulders of a woman hewn out of a 
)ck : it is thirty feet high. 

Were not the Egyptians famous for preserving 
leir dead ? 

Yes, and the process was called embalming. 
What is seldom seen in Egypt ? 
Rain ; the country is watered by the periodical 
^erflowings of the Nile. The nilometer is an instru- 
lent used to measure the height of the waters of 
le Nile. 

Were not the Egyptians an extremely superstitious 
sople ? 
Very much so : they worshipped all animals that 
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could do them harm, in order to propitiate them; 
and also those which were serviceable to them. 

What bird and animal were particularly sacred 
among the Egyptians ? 

The Ibis, and the sacred ox called Apis. 

To whom has Egypt long been subject ? 

To the Turks, it was governed by a Pacha, ap- 
pointed by the Porte ; but the title has now become 
hereditary, although Egypt still pays him a yearly 
tribute. 

What were the ancient kings of Egypt called? 

Pharaohs, until the time of Cambyses, the sou of 
Cyrus the Great, who conquered Egypt, 520 b.c 
Eigypt continued from this period till the time of 
Alexander the Great, a part of the Persian Empire. 

Who became king of Egypt after the death of 
Alexander ? 

One of his generals, named Ptolemy; and his 
successors were called Ptolemies. 

Name a celebrated queen of Egypt. 

Cleopatra ; after her death Egypt became a Ro- 
man province, and continued so for seven hundred 



Name two Romans, between whom a celebrated 
naval engagement was fought off the Egyptian coast. 

Augustus Csesar,"*^ and Mark Antony ; the latter 
of whom wa^ aided by Cleopatra. 

Which of the Ptolemies had the Old Testament 
translated into Greek. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus. This version is called the 
Septuagint, because seventy learned Jews were em- 
ployed in translating it. 

What is the religion of Egypt ? 

Mahometanism. 

Name the countries on the eastern side of Africa. 
* Known, also uudet lYie xiMsie ol OcXw-v^aa. 
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Egjrpt, already mentioned^ Nubia^ Abyssinia^ 
Ajan, Zanzibar^ Mozambique and Caffraria. 

Nubia. 

Where is Nubia ? 

To the south of Egypt, having the Red sea on 
the east^ Abyssinia on the south, and the desert on 
the west. 

By whom was this country conquered ? 

By IbrahimPashaof Egypt, the son of Mehamet Ali. 

What river flows through Nubia ? 

The Nile. 

Name two towns in Nubia. 

Suakin^ a port on the Red sea^ and Shendi, on 
the Nile, 

What celebrated queen reigned here ? 

Candace,* queen of the Ethiopians. She had but 
one eye. She lived during the time of the Apostles. 

Abyssinia. 

Where is Abyssinia ? 

To the south-east of Nubia, on the eastern side of 
Africa ; the Red sea is to the east of it. 

What river rises in Abyssinia ? 

The Nile. 

What are the chief towns of Abyssinia ? 

Gondar the capital and Axum. 

What religion do the Abyssinian s profess ? 

The Christian religion, but they are a cruel people, 
and in some parts cut off slices from the living ox. 

Various Districts. 
What savage tribes live to the south of Abyssinia ? 
The Galla, who adorn themselves with the entrails 
of oxen. 

* The queens of Ethiopia, after her, were called Can- 
daces, in the same way as tlie succe&^OT^ ol ksi5s.QrKsss»& 
were for some time called Antouiuea. 
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Name some Portuguese settlements on tlie eastern 
coast of Africa. 

Mozambique, Sofala, and Quilimane. 

Where is CaflFraria ? 

It is on the south-eastern coast of Africa; it is 
sometimes called Cafferland^ and the inhabitants are 
named Gaffers. 

What was the original signification of this term; 

It had the same signification among the Mahom- 
medans, as " heretic" has at the present day with the 
Roman Catholics. 

Where is Port Natal ? 

To the south of Gaffraria; it belongs to tbe 
English. 

where is the colony of the Gape of Good Hope? 

It occupies the most southern part of Africa. 

To whom does Gape Golony belong ? 

To the English, to whom it was ceded by the 
Dutch in 1814, in the reign of George III. 

Name the chief towns in the colony of the Gape 
of Good Hope. 

Gape Town, the capital; Graham^s Town; and 
George Town. 

Name two bays here. 

Algoa bay on the south-eastern side ; and Table 
bay on the south-western coast. 

What mountain is in this colony ? 

Table mountain. 

What nation first sailed round the Gape of Good 
Hope? 

The Portuguese, during the reign of John II., 
King of Portugal. 

What river rises in Gape Golony ? 

The Orange river. 

Where is the country of ttie Hott^ivtots ? 
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On the south-westem side of Africa^ north of 
Cape Colony. 

Guinea. 

Where is Lower Guinea ? 

On the west coast of Africa. 

What countries does Lower Guinea comprise ? 

Loango^ Gongo^ Angola^ and Benguela. 

What European country has settlenients here ? 

The Portuguese. 

Name two rivers in Lower Guinea. 

The Zaire or Congo, and the Coanza ; the latter 
is nearly six hundred miles long. 

Where is Upper Guinea ? 

To the north of Lower Guinea, having Nigritia 
and Senegambia to the north of it. 

Name some maritime districts in Upper Guinea. 

Sierra Leone, Liberia, the Grain, Ivory, Gold, 
and Slave coasts, Benin, and Calabar. 

Mention some territories in the interior of Upper 
Guinea. 

Ashantee, Benin, Dahomey, Eboe, and Mandengoe. 

To whom does Sierra Leone belong ? 

To the British ; it is on the west coast of Africa ; 
all slaves taken by the English from slave vessels are 
sent to this settlement, of which the capital is 
Freetown. 

What other settlement have the EngUsh on the 
coast of Guinea ? 

Cape Coast Castle. 

To whom does Liberia belong ? 

To the Americans ; it is in the south-westem part 
of Guinea. 

What is the capital of Ashantee ? 

Komasi. The capital of Benm \& ^cclwjl* Q?l 
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Dahomey, Abomey. Of Eboe, Eboe. Of Man- 
dingoe^ Zamalia. 

Seneqambia. 

Where is Senegambia ? 

On the western side of Africa. 

How is it bounded ? 

On the north by the Sahara or Great Desert ; on 
the south by Upper Guinea ; on the east by Nigri- 
tia ; and on the west by the Atlantic Ocean. 

Name some rivers in Senegambia. 

The Senegal and Gambia, from which the country 
takes its name, and the Rio Grande. 

Mention two capes in Senegambia. 
' Cape Verde and cape St. Mary. 

Central Africa. 

Mention some states in Central Africa. 
Soudan; Nigritia or Negroland; Timbuctou; Bor- 
nou; Houssa, and Dar-Fur. 
For what is Timbuctou famous ? 
For being the seat of the caravan trade. 
What lake is to the east of Bomou ? 
Lake Tchad. 

Name some towns in Bomou. 
Zouka, and New Birnie. 
How is Houssa divided ? 
Into seven provinces. 
What is the capital of Dar-Fur ? 
Cobbeh. 

Where are Dongola, Sennaar, and Kordosan ? 
To the south of Nubia. 
Where is the country of the Fellatahs ? 
In Central Africa. 



.187 

The Islands of Africa. 

Where is the island of Socotra ? 
In the Arabian sea, to the north-east of cape 
Guardafui. 

Madagascar. 

Where is the island of Madagascar ? 

To the east of Africa, from which it is separated 
by the Mozambique channel. 

What divides this island into two parts ? 

A chain of mountains extending from north to 
south. 

Name two large rivers in Madagascar. 

The Mangour and the Skropa. 

What is the capital of Madagascar ? 

Tananarivo sometimes called Antananarivo. 

What capes are in Madagascar ? 

Cape Ambro is in the north, and cape St. Mary 
is in the south of this island. 

The Comoro Isles. 

Where are the Comoro isles ? 

In the Mozambique channel, lying between Africa 
and Madagascar. 

How many of these islands are there? 

Four, the principal is Johanna Mayotta ; one of the 
Comoro isles belongs to the French. 

Mauritius. 

Where is the island of Mauritius ? 

In the Indian ocean, to the east of Madagascar ; 
it is sometimes called I'Isle de France. 

Name two ports in Mauritius. 

Port Louis, and Port Bourbon. T?ot\.liRW\^\&\k!k& 
capital of the island. 
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To whom does Mauritius belong ? 
To the British, to whom it was ceded by the 
French in 1814. 

Bourbon. 

Where is the isle of Bourbon ? ^ 

In the Indian ocean, to the south-west of Mau- 
ritius; it is sometimes called Reunion. 

What is the capital of Bourbon ? 

St. Denis; S^ Louis and St. Paul are likewise 
situated in this island. 

Which is the principal river of Bourbon ? 

The Mat; it is only thirty miles in length. 

To whom does Bourbon belong ? 

To the French; the English took possession of 
this island in 1810, but restored it in 1815. 

St. Helena. 

Where is the island of St. Helena ? 

Tn the south Atlantic ocean, to the west of Africa; 
it belongs to the English. 

What is the capital of St. Helena ? 

Jameses town. 

What celebrated man was banished to this island ? 

The Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte, after the battle 
of Waterloo in 1815 ; he died here in 1821, of a 
cancer in his stomach. ^ 

What place was the residence of Napoleon in St. 
Helena ? 

Longwood. 

Who was the governor of the island during the 
time of Napoleon^s banishment ? 

Sir Hudson Lowe, whom Napoleon treated with 
^eat disrespect^ and iu a most ungentlemanly 
manner. 



In what year were Napoleon's remains removed 
to Prance ? 

In 1840; Prince Joinville, son of Louis Philippe, 
^^i command of the expedition which was sent of 
convey his body to Europe. 

Ascension. 

Where is the island of Ascension ? 

In the south Atlantic ocean, to the north-west of 
St. Helena, It is so named because it was dis- 
covered on Ascension day, a.d. 1501. 

To whom does Ascension belong ? 

To the English, it is naturally a barren island, 
but has been rendered somewhat fertile by cul- 
tivation. 

With what does Ascension abound ? 

With turtle, some of which are so large, that 
eighty men have dined oflF one of them. 

Where are the islands of St. Thomas, and Fer- 
iiando Po ? 

In the gulf of Guinea, to the west of Africa. 

Cape Verde Islands. 

Where are the Cape Verde islands ? 

In the north Atlantic ocean, to the west of Africa. 

Which is the largest of these islands ? 

St. Jago. The capital is St. Jago. 

To whom do the Cape Verde islands belong ? 

To the Portuguese. The island of Goree near 
Cape Verde belongs to the French. 

Under what name were these islands supposed to 
be known to the ancients ? 

The Hesperides. 

The Canary Islands. 
Where are the Canary islands ? 
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In the north Atlantic ocean^ off the north-west 
coast of Africa ; the largest are Teneriffe, Fuert% 
Ventura, and Grand Canary. 

Under what name were these islands known io 
the ancients ? 

Insulae Beatse, or the Fortunate isles. 

Name a large port in Teneriffe. 

Santa Crux. 

What celebrated mountain is in Teneriffe ? 

The Peak of Teyde, which is more than twelve 
thousand feet in height : it is in the form of a sugar- 
loaf. 

To whom do the Canaries belong ? 

To the Spaniards. 

The Madeira Isles. 

Where are the Madeira isles ? 

In the north Atlantic ocean, to the north of the 
Canaries. 

From what do these islands take their name ? 

From Madeira, which is the largest of the group; 
the capital of which is Funchal. 

To whom do the Madeira isles belong ? 

To the Portuguese. 

What is the climate of Madeira ? 

Very salubrious ; the average length of life here 
is one third longer than in most other parts of the 
world. 

What is the chief export of these islands ? 

Wine, called Madeira. 

The Azores, or Western Isles. 
Where are the Azores ? 

Jn the north Atlantic ocean ; they are nearly 
equidistant from Africa, Europe) and America. 
iVame these islands. 
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St. MichaePs, St. Mary's, Fayal, Pico, Graciosa, 
St. George's, and Terceiras, which is the principal 
though not the largest. 

What town is considered the capital of these is- 
lands ? 

Angra in Terceiras. 

Name two towns of St. MichaePs. 

Ponta del Gada, the capital, and Villa Franca. 

Of what fruit does St. Michael's export largj 
quantities ? 

Oranges. 

To whom do these islands bslong ? 

To the Portuguese. 

North America. 

What is America ? 

A large continent in the western hemisphere, 
laving the Arctic ocean on the north ; the Atlantic 
)cean on the east, which separates it from Europe 
md Africa ; and the Pacific on the west, dividing it 
rom Asia. 

By what are North and South America united ? 

By the isthmus of Panama or Darien. 

What other continent is nearest to America ? 

Asia, which is only fifty miles distant at Behriug's 
straits. 

What nations before the time of Columbus claim 
he discovery of America ? 

The Norwegians, a.d. 982. The Welsh maintain 
bat one of their princes, named Madoc, discovered 
t in the twelfth century : it is said that there is a 
:ribe of Indians living near the river Missouri, who 
jpeak a dialect of the Welsh language. And the 
Sermans maintain that Martin Behaim, a German, 
liscovered it in 1843, and made known his discovery 
bo Columbus. 
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Where is BaflSn^s bay ? 

To the west of Greenland. 

Where is Hudson's bay ? 

On the north-eastern side of North America ; the 
southern part is named James's bay. 

Where is the gulf of St. Lawrence ? 

Between the island of Newfoundland, and the 
eastern coast of North America. 

Where is the bay of Fundy ? 

Between Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, on the 
eastern side of America. 

Where are Delaware and Chesapeak bays ? 

They run up into the eastern side of the United 
States, being inlets of the Atlantic ocean. 

Where is the gulf of Mexico ? 

To the south of the United States. 

Where is the bay of Honduras ? 

In Honduras, iu Central America. 

Where is the gulf of California ? 

Between California and Mexico. 

Where is Queen Charlotte's sound ? 

In British Columbia, on the western ' side of 
America. 

Where are Melville's sound, Lancaster sound, and 
the gulf of Boothia ? 

On the northern coast of North America. 

Where is Davis' strait ? 

It leads from the Atlantic ocean into Baffin's bay. 

Where is Hudson's strait ? 

It leads from the Atlantic ocean into Hudson's 
bay. 

Where is Behring strait ? 

Between Russian America and Asia. 

Name the chief mountains of North America. 

The Rocky or Stony mountains, which extend 
from north to south, on the western side of the 
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; the Alleghany range, north of the river 
; and the Appalachian range, south of the 
r ; they extend from south-west to north- 
some of the chief lakes of North America, 
or, the largest piece of fresh water in the 
Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario, these 
between Canada and the United States; 
g, the Great Slave lake, and the Great Bear 
in British America, 
great cataract is between lakes Erie and 

lis of Niagara. 

connects lake Erie with Hudson river ? 
Jbany canal, the largest in America, 
the chief rivers of North America. 
It. Lawrence, which flows through Canada 
gulf of St. Lawrence; this river is one 
miles in breadth at its mouth, 
some tributaries of the St. Lawrence, 
'ttawa, dividing Upper and Lower Canada, 
Connecticut. The Mississippi, the largest 
. America, and the Missouri which joins it ; 
ito the gulf of Mexico, 
on some other rivers in North America. 
Mackenzie, which flows into the Arctic 
le Hudson; the Delaware; the Susquehanna; 
mac, and the St. James's river ; all of which 
• the Atlantic ocean. 
3 is cape Farewell ? 
5 south of Greenland. 
3 is cape Race ? 
B south of Newfoundland. 
3 are capes Cod and Hatteras ? 
e eastern side of the United States. 
B is cape Sable ? 



144 

To the south of Florida, a territory of the United 
States. 

Where is cape Gracios a Dios, " Thank God ?" 

To the east of Honduras. 

Where is cape St. Lucas. 

To the south of California. Cape St. Lazarois 
also in California. 

To whom did the greater part of America once 
belong ? 

To Spain, who has now no possessions in it. 

Where is Russian America ? 

It is in the north-western part of North America; 
it also includes the Aleutian isles. 

What are the chief ports of Russian America ? 

New Archangel and Siatka. 

British America. 

Name the British possessions in North America. 

The Hudson^s Bay territory ; British Columbia; 
Canada ; New Brunswick ; Nova Scotia ; Labrador; 
the islands of Newfoundland; Cape Breton; and 
Prince Edward's Island. 

HuDsoN^s Bay Territory. 

Where is the Hudson's Bay territory ? 

It is a large tract of land lying to the west and 
south of Hudson's bay. 

In whose reign was a charter granted to tbe 
Hudson^s Bay Company ? J 

In the reign of Charles II., a.d. 1670. j 

What are the chief articles exported from this j 
territory ? | 

Furs and skins, chiefly of the fox, the bear, the j 
beaver, the lynx, the martin or sable, the wolf, and f 
tbe otter ; a single skin ot l\ie ^^«i-Qtter is sometimes 
sold for as much as ioxty poxxu^^. S 
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Name the principal forts or stations whence these 
commodities are shipped to Europe. 

Port York, on Hudson's bay; Fort Vancouver, 
on the Columbia river, near the Pacific ocean, and 
Fort Moose, on James's bay. 

Canada. 

Where is Canada ? 

In the north-eastern part of North America, 
having Rupert's Land, a district of the Hudson's 
bay territory, and Labrador on the north; New 
Brunswick and a portion of the United States on 
the east ; and the lakes Superior, Huron, Michigan, 
Erie, and Ontario, on the south. 

How is Canada divided ? 

Into Upper, or Western ; and Lower, or Eastern 
Canada. 

Which is the more southerly of the two ? 

Upper Canada, so called from its being nearer the 
source of the river St. Lawrence; it lies between 
James's bay on the north ; and the river Ottawa on 
the north-east ; and the lakes above mentioned on 
the south ; its western boundary is the Hudson Bay 
territory. 

Which are the chief towns of Upper Canada ? 

Ottawa, on the river Ottawa ; and Kingston and 
Toronto, both of which are on lake Ontario. 

Which are the chief rivers of Upper Canada ? 

The St. Lawrence, rising in lake Superior, under 
the name of the Cataraqui, and which takes the 
name of the St. Lawrence at the town of Montreal, 
in Lower Canada ; and the river Ottawa. 

By whom is Upper Canada peopled ? 

Its European inhabitants are chiefly of British 
origin. 

Where is Lower Canada ? 

\^ 
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It lies between Labrador on the north; New 
Branswick^ and the United States on the east and 
south j and Upper Canada on the west. 

Name the chief towns of Lower Canada. 

Quebec and Montreal, the latter- is built on an 
island of the same name ; both these towns are on 
the river St. Lawrence. 

Which are the chief rivers of Lower Canada ? 

The 8t. Lawrence, the Ottawa^ the Riviere au 
Lievres, and the Richlieu. 

How is Lower Canada peopled ? 

The inhabitants are mostly of French origin. 

What is the capital of the united provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada ? 

Ottawa, which is also the seat of government; 
formerly each province had a separate govemment of 
its own. 

To whom did the Canadas formerly belong ? 

To the French; but in 1759, in the reign of 
George II., Quebec was taken by the English under 
General Wolfe, and Montreal capitulated in 1760, 
when all Canada came into the possession of the Bri- 
tish. 

What tarnished the glory of our; conquest of 
Canada ? 

The death of General Wolfe, who was slain in an 
engagement which took place before Quebec; the 
French General, M. de Montcalme, also lost his life 
in the same battle. 

New Bbunswick. 

Where is New Brunswick ? 
It is on the north-eastern side of America, lying 
between Canada and Nova Scotia. 
Which are the chief liveta oi "Jiew ^xmh^Vv^I 
The St. Johu's Tiver, rimnm^ VtvX;^ V!S!i^ Xiw^ ^\ 
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Fondy, and the Miramiclii, which flows into the 
golf of St. Lawrence. 

Which are the principal towns in New Bruns- 
wick? 

Frederickstown, the seat of government, and St. 
John^s^ both on the St. John's river^ and Newcastle 
on the Miramichi. 

Nova Scotia. 

Where is Nova Scotia ? 

On the eastern side of North America; it is a 
peninsula, being joined to New Brunswick by the 
I8thmtt9 of Chignecto. 

How is Nova Scotia bounded on the south and 
east? 

By the Atlantic ocean ; on the north it is sepa- 
rated from Prince Edward's island by the North- 
umberland strait. 

Name some rivers of Nova Scotia. 

The Shubenacadie, the Annapolis, the Avon, and 
the St. Croix, but none of them are of great extent. 

Which are the chief town? of Nova Scotia ? 

Halifax, the capital, with a fine harbour, and a 
university ; Annapolis, on the bay of Fundy ; and 
Windsor, with a college, founded in 1802, in the 
reign of George III. 

What is Annapolis famed for 7 

As being the first English settlement in North 
America, being colonised in James I.'s reign, a.d. 
1604. Annapolis signifies the city of Ann, so 
called in honour of Ann, the wife of James I. 

What is found in great quantities in Nova Scotia ? 

Coal. 

Who is said to have first visited Nova Scotia ? 

Sir John Cabot, in the reign pf Henry VII. ; he 
named it "Prima Vista,'' signifying "first seen,'' 
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this being the first land he saw after leaving Bristol, 
a town in the west of England^ situated partly ia 
Somersetshire and Gloucestershire. 

Labrador. 

Where is Labrador situated ? 

On the north-eastern side of North America, 
having its northern and eastern shores washed by 
the Atlantic ocean. 

How is Labrador situated as regards Lower 
Canada ? 

To the north-east of it. 

How is Labrador separated from Newfoundland? 

By the straits of Belle-isle. 

Under what name is this district sometimes 
known ? 

New Britain. 

What is the length of the winter in Labrador? 

Nine months; it lasts from the middle of Sep- 
tember, to the middle of June. 

Name three missionary settlements in Labrador. 

Okkak, Nain, and Hopedale. 

Newfoundland. 

What is Newfoundland ? 

Newfoundland is an island in the Atlantic oceaO; 
to the east of America, from which it is separated 
by Belle-isle strait, and the gulf of St. Lawrence. 

What is the capital of Newfoundland ? 

St. John's. 

Where are Conception and Fortune bays ? 

In Newfoundland. ^ 

For what is Newfoundland famous ? 

For its abundance of fish of all kinds, but more 
particularly of cod, which is caught with a hook. 
To what countries is the cod mo^\\^ «»^tiX.'^ 



] 
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Spun, Portugal, Italy, and the West Indies. 
What is extracted from the liver of the cod ? 
Oil : the liver is allowed to decay in casks, when 
the oil is drawn off. 
Who discovered the island of Newfoundland ? 
Sir John Cabot, in 1497, in the reign of Henry 

ra. 

What nation often disputed with the English the 
possession of this island ? 

The French ; but the possession of it was con- 
firmed to the British by the treaty of Utrecht.* The 
French are allowed to dry their nets on the northern 
shores of the island. 

What two small islands north of Newfoundland 
belong to the French ? 

St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

Cape Breton, 

Where is Cape Breton ? 

It is a small island in the Atlantic, to the south 
of Newfoundland, and north-east of Nova Scotia. 
It was formerly called by the French L'Isle Royale. 

What is the capital of Cape Breton ? 

Sydney ; it has a large and safe harbour. Mena- 
don, in this island, is a flourishing little village. 

From whom did the English take Gape Breton ? 

From the French, in 1758, in the reign of 
George II. 

What mineral is found here ? 

Coal. 

Prince Edward^s Island. 

Where is this island ? 

^ To the east of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 

from which it is separated by Northumberland strait. 

This island was formerly called 8t, 3oW^ \^^\A> 

* A.D. 1713. 
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but in 1789 its name was changed to Prince Ed- 
ward^s Island, in honour of the Duke of Kent, fourth 
son of George III. 

What are the chief towns in this island? 

Charlotte town, the capital; George town, and 
Prince town. 

Where is the island of Anticosti ? 

In the gulf of St. Lawrence ; it is not inhabited. 

i 

The United States. ^ 

Where are the United States ? 

They occupy that part of North America which 
extends from British America, on the north, to the 
gulf of Mexico, on the south, and from the shores 
of the Pacific ocean and Mexico on the west, to the 
Atlantic ocean on the east. 

Which are the chief rivers of the United States ? 

The Missouri and the Mississippi, which fall into 
the gulf of Mexico. 

Are not these two rivers united ? 

Yes ; the Missouri joins the Mississippi eighteen 
miles from the town of St. Louis, and about 3,100 
miles from its source. 

Name some tributaries of these rivers. 

The Platte, the Kansas, and the Arkansas, the 
Ohio, the Illinois and the Tenessee. 

Name some other rivers of the United States. 

The Mobile and the Alabama which flow into the 
gulf of Mexico. 

Mention some rivers of the United States which 
flow into the Atlantic ocean. 

The Connecticut, the Hudson, the Delaware, the 
Susquehanna, the St. James, the Savannah^ and the 
Potomac. 

Name some mountaiiva in. iTae United States. 
The Alleghany range, ox \J[ift K^Aw^\'mi \s\a\ar 



tains already described. The Stony or Rocky moun- 
tains are to the west of the United States. 

Mention some lakes lying entirely in the United 
States. 

Michigan and Champlain ; many of the large 
lakes of America are boundaries of, or are partly 
situated in these states. 

Of how many states did the United States ori- 
ginally consist ? 

Of thirteen, at present there are thirty-nine. 

What are the chief productions of the United 
States? 

Cotton, wheat, barley, rye, Indian corn, buck- 
wheat, hay, potatoes, flax, hemp, tobacco, rice and 
sugar. 

Which are . the principal towns of the United 
States ? 

Washington, New York, Philadelphia, Boston, 
Baltimore, New Orleans, Charlestown, Cincinnati 
and Pittsburg. 

Which of these is the capital of the United 
States ? 

Washington, on the river Potomac. This town is 
the seat of government. 

After whom was this town called ? 

George Washington, the first president of the 
United States. 

What is the name of the residence of the pre- 
sident ? 

The White House. 

Which is the commercial capital of the United 
States ? 

New York ; it stands on Manhattan island, at the 
mouth of the Hudson river. 

What larg-e street runs through "S^ns Xq^*1 
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Broad street. This town has a noble bay and 
harbour, and many public buildings and theatres. 

Of what state is Philadelphia the capital ? 

Pennsylvania ; this city is the second largest in the 
United States, and is situated on the Delaware. 

By whom was Philadelphia founded ? 

By William Penn a quaker ? 

What was Philadelphia once ? 

The seat of the federal government, until Wash- 
ington was made the capital. 

When did William Penu obtain the grant of a 
charter for this territory ? 

In 1681, in the reign of Charles II. His heirs 
sold their right to this territory, when the states en- 
gaged in a war to throw off their allegiance to Bri- 
tain in 1775, during the reign of George III. 

In what state is the town of Boston ? 

Massachusetts, of which it is the capital. 

Of how many parts does Boston consist ? 

Three, old Boston, and south and east Boston ; 
all of which are connected by means of bridges. 

When was Boston founded ? 

In 1630, during the reign of Charles I., son of 
James I. Boston was one of the first towns 
which engaged in the war of American Independ- 
ence. 

In what year was the port of Boston closed by act 
of parliament? 

In 1774. 

What two taxes imposed by the British parliament 
did the citizens of Boston oppose ? 

The stamp act, a.d. 1765 : and the duty on tea, 
A.D. 1773. 

What celebrated man was born in Boston ? 

Benjamin Franklin. 

Of what country is BaUimote >J^^ esK^v^fli^*^ 
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altimore in the state Maryland ; it stands 

iver Fatapsco^ fourteen miles from the bay 

sipeake. 

•e is the town of New Orleans ? 

e state of Louisiana ; it stands on the river 

ppi^ and is nearly ninety miles from the gulf 

CO : New Orleans is the chief port in the 

the United States. 

bat state is Charlestown — sometimes called 
on — the capital ? 

•uth Carolina ; this is the largest town in the 
States on the Atlantic, 
hat does Charlestown stand ? 
neck of land formed by the junction of the 
md Cooper rivers. 
; island is near Charlestown ? 
an's island. 

; fort defends this island ? 
Moultrie, which repulsed the British fleet, 
ded by Sir Peter Parker in 1776, in the 

George III. 

bom was Charlestown partly peopled ? 
rench exiles after the revocation of the edict 
z. 
; king of France revoked the edict of 

1 XIV., of whom William III., king of Eng- 
as an inveterate enemy ; and to whom 
II. and James II. were mercenarily subject, 
hat country is Cincinnati the capital ? 
amilton in the state of Ohio, 
hat river is Cincinnati ? 
le Ohio. Cincinnati is the great emporium 
rest. 
has already been described, m \)si'& ^3tkK^\«t otL 
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Where is the town of Pittsburg ? 

In Pennsylvania, on the confluence of the rivers 
Alleghany and Monongahela^ which here take the 
name of the Ohio. 

What is Pittsburg sometimes called ? 

The Birmingham of America, on account of the 
numerous manufactories which it contains. 

Name some other towns in the United States ? 

Albany on the Hudson river; this town is the 
seat of legislation for New York state; Portland, 
the capital of the state of Maine ; Newport and 
Providence, the capitals of Rhode Island; New- 
haven^ the capital of Connecticut ; Louisville on the 
Ohio; this town is in the state of Kentucky, of 
which Frankfort is the capital; Richmond^ on the 
James river; this town is the capital of Virginia 
state ; Mobile, on a river of the same name in Ala- 
bama ; this town is on the Mexican gulf. 

Where is the town of Brooklyn ? 

On Long Island in the Atlantic ; this island forms 
part of the state of New York. * 

By whom were the United States originally 
peopled ? 

By emigrants from Britain and Ireland. 

When did the United States publish their Decla- 
ration of Independence ? 

On July 4th, a.d. 1776. 

Who was commander-in-chief of the American 
forces during the War of Independence ? 

George Washington, who was twice president of 
the United States. 

What two European nations aided the Americans 
in their rebellion against Britain ? 

The French and the Dutch. 

In what year did the "BtitiaYi fcpNcmxci^xi^. ^Vuow- 
ledge the independence oi t\ie^e «X«Xfc%1 



/ 
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A.D, ] 783, in the reign of George III. 

Which is the frontier state between Canada and 
the United States ? 

Maine. 

Where is Texas ? 

It is one of the United States of America adjoining 
Mexico, of which country it wjts formerly a territory, 
and subsequently an independent state. 

In what year was Texas admitted into union with 
the United States? 

In 1845. 

What is the government of the United States ? 

It is a republic^ and is governed by a president 
chosen every four years. 

Mexico. 

Where is Mexico ? 

It is situated to the west and south of the United 
States ; its western shores are washed by the gulf of 
CaUfornia and the Pacific ocean ; it is bounded 
on the south by Guatemala and the gulf of Mexico, 
and on the east by the same gulf and Texas. 

What is Mexico sometimes named ? 

New Spain. 

Name the chief rivers of Mexico. 

The Eio Bravo, or the Rio-Grande-del-Norte, 
signifying " the great river of the north '/^ it falls 
into the gulf of Mexico ; the San Jose running into 
the gulf of California ; and the St. Jago, which falls 
into the bay of San Bias on the Pacific. 

Name the largest lake in Mexico. 

Texcuco, by the overflowing of which, the city of 
Mexico has often been inundated. 

Name some mountains in Mexico. 

3%e Rocky or Stony mountains. TlVv^ C»^xT<a- 
de-Sinpualtepcc is so Jiigh, that bot\\ Xi^^ MX-wx^ASi 
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and Pacific oceans can be seen from it. The summit 
of Popotacepetl, a volcanic mountain, covered with 
perpetual snow, is nearly 18,000 feet above the sea. 

Name the chief towns of Mexico. 

Mexico, the capital; Puebla; Acapulco; Vera 
Cruz ; and Guanaxuato. 

What did the town of Mexico formerly stand on? 

On some islands in a lake ; but the lake has long 
since retired. The present town is built on the site 
of old Mexico. 

In what part of Mexico is Vera Cruz ? 

It is on the gulf of Mexico^ and is the largest sea- 
port of this country. 

What is the climate of Vera Cruz ? 

It is one of the most unhealthy in the world ; the 
inhabitants have no water, except rain-water, which 
is preserved in tanks. 

Where is Old Vera Cruz ? 

It is situated fifteen miles from New Vera Criw; 
it was here Cortez, the Spanish conqueror of Ma- 
ico, landed. 

Where is Puebla ? 

In the south-east of Mexico ; it was the chief 
colony of Spain in this country. 

Where is Acapulco ? 

It is a town of Mexico, on the Pacific ocean, and 
has latterly risen into importance from the influx of 
emigrants from the United States to California. 

For what is Guanaxuato famous ? 

Its silver mine of Valenciana is the largest in the 
world. 

What metals are found in Mexico ? 

Gold, silver, and copper; it also produces dia- 
moada, amethysts, and turquoises; though the 
former are but rarely met. m\)[i. 
To whom did Mexico iorrcvetV^ \iAoxv^*^ 
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To Spain, it was conquered by Fernando Cortez, 
a cruel tyrant, a.d. 1518, in the reign of Charles 
v., Emperor of Germany, father of Philip II. of 
Spain. 

What queen of England did Philip 11. marry ? 

Marjr, daughter of Henry VIII. by his first wife, 
Cathanne of Arragon, daughter of Isabella of 
Spain ; she was the widow of his brother Arthur ; 
and was divorced by Henry, in order that he might 
marry Anne Boleyn. 

Name two sovereigns of Mexico, who lived about 
this period. 

Gruatamozin and Montezuma ; the former of whom 
was roasted alive on a charcoal fire, to make him 
discover where he had concealed his riches ; and the 
latter was killed by the blow of a stone during an 
iosarrection. 

In what year did Spain make a last attempt to 
regain possession of Mexico ? 

In 1829 ; but the attempt failed. 

Where is the peninsula of Yucatan ? 

It is to the north of Guatemala and British 
Honduras ; it forms a part of Mexico. 

What settlement in Yucatan belongs to the 
English ? 

Belize. 

Central America. 

Where is Guatemala ? 

In Central America ; it is bounded on the north 
and west by Yucatan ; on the south by the Pacific 
ocean, and on the east by the state of Honduras. 

What is the capital of Guatemala ? 

Guatemala-la-nueva, or New Guatemala. 

To whom did Guatemala formerly \)e\oTvg*i 

To Spain, bat it became independent *m \?aV- 

14. 
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Where is Honduras ? 

In Central America ; it is bounded on the north 
by the bay of Honduras ; on the south by Nicaragua 
and the Pacific ocean ; on the east by the Mosquito 
territory, and on the west by Guatemala. 

What is the capital of Honduras ? 

Comayagua; Truxillo is likewise in Honduras. 

To whom did Honduras formerly belong F 

To Spain. It is famous for mahogany. 

Where is Belize ? 

In Central America^ it is often called BritiBh 
Honduras, or British Yucatan. 

Under whose control is this territory f 

The governor of Jamaica. 

What is the capital of this territory ? 

Belize. 

Where is Nicaragua? 

In Central America ; it is bounded on the north 
by Honduras ; on the east by the Mosquito terri- 
tory ; on the south by Costa Rica; and on the west 
by the Pacific ocean. 

Name some towns in Nicaragua. 

Santiago -de - Managua ; Granada ; Nicaragoii 
sometimes called Rivas ; and Grey-town. 

Name a river of Nicaragua. 

San-Juan-del-Norte. 

What two large lakes are in Nicaragua ? 

Lakes Nicaragua and Managua^ the former is 
120 miles long^ and 55 miles broad. 

What is the government of Nicaragua ? 

A republic. 

Where is the Mosquito territory ? 

In Central America, to the south-east of Honduras^ 
having the Caribbean sea to the east of it. 

What is the derivation oi t\ift •nwrk^'ilLci^c^AJwit 
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It 18 a corruption of Miskito^ the name by which 
the country is called by the inhabitants. 

Under whose protection is this territory ? 

The British ; this kingdom has for many centuries 
remained independent. 

What is the capital of the Mosquito territory ? 

Blewfields^ on a river of the same name; but 
irhich is sometimes called Escondito. 

Where is Costa Rica ? 

In Central America^ to the south of Nicaragua 
and the Mosquito territory; it is bounded on the 
east by the Caribbean sea. 

Name some towns in Costa Rica. 

San Jos4 the capital; Torrava; Boruca; and 
San- Juan-del-Norte, sometimes called Nicaragua. 

What people first had a settlement here ? 

The Spaniards; in 1821 Costa Rica declared 
itself independent. 

California. 

Where is California ? 

On the western side of North America, its 
western shores are washed by the Pacific ocean ; it 
is bounded on the east by Mexico^ and the gulf of 
California. 

How is California divided ? 

Into Upper and Lower California. 

Has Lower California any rivers ? 

Very few, and none of them are navigable ; the 
largest is San-Josef-del-Cabo. 

Name some towns in Upper California. 

San Francisco, and the Sacramento city on the 
Sacramento river. 

To .whom does Upper, or New California belong? 

To the United States. 

Name two rivers in Upper Ca\\£oxma. 

14:— ^ 
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The Sacramento; the Rio-de-los-Angelos ; and 
the Rio-de-las-Plumas. 

What mountains extend along the western side of 
California ? 

The Sierra Nevada. 

What has rendered California famous during the 
last few years ? 

The great quantity of gold found there. 

British Columbia. 

Where is British Columbia ? 

On the north-western side of North America; it 
lies to the south of Russian America, and is washed 
by the Pacific ocean on the west. 

What river flows through this territory ? 

The Fraser river . 

What is the capital of British Columbia ? 

New Westminster. 

Name two forts in British Columbia. 

Fort Alexander and Fort Essington. 

What islands near Columbia belong to the 
English ? 

Queen Charlotte's island to the west, and Van- 
couver's isle to the south-west. 

By what is Vancouver's isle separated from British 
Columbia ? 

By the gulf of Georgia, and Queen Charlotte's 
sound. 

What island lies to the north of Queen Charlotte's 
island ? 

Prince of Wales' island, to the north of which are 
New Archangel, and Admiralty island. 

The Oregon Territory. 
Where is the Oregon Temlox^ 1 



On the western side of North America^ it lies 
between Upper California and British Colambia. 

What river is in this territory ? 

The Columbia^ or Oregon; it flows into the 
Pacific ocean. 

Name some towns in Oregon. 

Linn city ; Maltnomah city ; and Oregon city. 

Name the chief American settlement in Oregon. 

The Williamette colony. 

By whom is the Oregon territory chiefly peopled? 

By Indians^ vfho have no knowledge of a Supreme 
^eing. 

Name some islands in the Arctic ocean to the 
north of America. 

Melville, Bathurst, and Cockbum. They were 
discovered by Captain Parry. 

OrE£NLANI)4 

Where is Greenland ? 

It is a large island to the north-east of America ; 
it is bounded on the west by Davis' straits and 
Baffin's bay. 

To whom does Greenland belong ? 

To the Danes. 

For what fishery is Greenland famous ? 

The whale fishery, which is carried on chiefly by 
the English and Americans. 

What is the most southerly point of Greenland ? 

Cape Farewell. 

The West Indian Islands. 

Where are these islands ? 
They lie beftween North and South America. 
Name these islands. 

The Bahamas, the Greater AntiWe^} ^xvdi ^iTti^Ai^^^^^ 
Antilles, 

\4^^ 
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Where are the Bahamas or Lucayos islands ? 

They lie between St. Domingo and the eastern 
coast of Florida. 

How many of these islands are there ? 

About 1,500, though not more than twelve of 
them are inhabited. 

Which is the largest of these islands ? 

Grand Bahama ; between this island and Florida 
the Gulf stream flows. 

What is the Gulf stream ? 

It is a current in the ocean, caused by the trade 
winds. 

Where does this current come from ? 

From the Pacific and Indian oceans; it coasts 
along Africa, and crosses the Atlantic near the 
equator towards America; it then passes through 
the Caribbean sea, skirting the gulf of Mexico, and 
proceeds along the United States, and as far north 
as Newfoundland, and then passes over the Atlantic 
again. 

What is the breadth of the Gulf stream ? 

About fifty miles. 

Is there any difierence between the water of the 
Gulf stream and that of the ocean ? 

Yes ; it is between seven and eleven degrees, ac- 
cording to its situation, warmer, and it does not 
sparkle in the dark. 

What is the average velocity of the stream ? 

About three miles an hour. 

What is the principal town in the Bahama islands? 

Nassau, in New Providence. 

The Greater Antilles. 

Name the islands comprised^under this name. 
Cubaj St. Domingo, Jamaica, aiid Porto Rico. 
Which is the largest oi tVicac v^wxSaI 
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I ; it belongs to Spain. 

it is the capital of Cuba ? 

anna^ in the northern part of the island; 

;o-de-Cuba is the ancient capital; Santa 

:> and Trinidad-de-Cuba are in Cuba. 

le a range of mountains in Cuba. 

Sierra-del-Cobre. 

it nation took this island from the Spaniards ? 

English, in 1762, in George III/s reign, but 

stored it in the following year, in exchange 

; Floridas^ a group of small islands to the 

/^est of Florida. 

St. Domingo. 

«rhat other name is St. Domingo known ? 
. sometimes called Hayti, o^' Hispaniola. 
2re is Hayti ? 

he east of Cuba, from which it is separated 
Windward passage, 
it is the capital of Hayti ? 
;-au-Prince; St. Domingo^ in the northern 
the island, is the chief town and port in the 
h quarters. 

le a spacious harbour in the north of Hayti* 
3 Fran9ois, sometimes called Cape Henry, 
vhom did Hayti formerly belong? 
he French and Spaniards ; but in consequence 
s^olt of the inhabitants, the island became in- 
ent under an emperor ; but the government 
ce changed, 1864, and the island has been 
der the protection of Spain. 

Jamaica. 

ere is Jamaica ? 

the south of Cuba ; it is t\v^ W^'k^X. ^\ *^^ 
West Indian islands. 
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Which are the chief towns of Jamaica ? 

Kingston^ the capital of the island ; SpanisbtowD; 
the seat of government, and Port Boyal. 

Has Jamaica any large rivers 7 

Few of them are navigable; the diief is Black 
river. 

What mountains are in Jamaica ? 

The Blue mountains. 

What are frequent in this island ? 

Earthquakes and hurricanes. 

What are the chief exports of this island ? 

Sugar, rum, and coffee. 

When did Jamaica come into the possession of 
the English ? 

During the time of the Commonwealth under 
OUver Cromwell ; it was taken by Admirals Penn 
and Venables, a.d. 1655. 

What are the descendants of the Spaniards called ? 

Maroons. 

Porto Rico, or Puerto Rico. 

Where is Porto Rico ? 

To the east of St. Domingo, from which it is 
separated by the Mona passage. 
What is the capital of Porto Rico ? 
St. Juan-de-Porto Rico^ on the sea coast. 
To whom does this island belong ? 
To the Spaniards. 

The Lesser Antilles. 

Where are these islands ? 

They extend from Porto Rico to the northern 
coast of South America. 

Name some islands of this group belonging to 
Jbenmark, 
Santa, Crux, or Croix, Bt.1\iom«ji, wi^L^V.^'i^^i'v 
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/That do these islands form a part of ? 
^hey form a part of the Virgin isles. St. Eusta- 
belongs to the Datch, and St. Bartholomew to 
iden. 
Mention some of these islands belonging to Bri- 

It. Christopher's or St. Kitt's^ Barbuda^ and 

:igua. 

Vhat is St. Kitt's famed for ? 

t was the first English settlement in the West 

ies. 

!'o whom do Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, 

badoes, Grenada, Tobago, and Trinidad belong ? 

^hey are West Indian islands, belonging to Bri- 

Vhere are the Bermudas ? 

n the Atlantic ocean, about 880 miles from 

irlestown, in America ; they are called the Ber- 

ias after their Spanish discoverer. 

Jnder what other name are the Bermudas known ? 

lomers' islands, from an Englishman named 

lers, who was wrecked on them. 

fame two towns in these islands. 

{amilton^s and St. George's. 

Vhat West Indian islands belong to France ? 

Juadaloupe, Mariegalante, and Martinique. 

South America. 

low is South America joined to North America ? 

Jy the isthmus of Panama, or Darien. 

Vhat mountains run down the western side of 

ith America ? 

?he Andes, or Cordelliras mountains. 

Vhat is the most easterly point of South America ? 

3a/)e Branco; cape Fro ward \a tVie \x\o^\.^^vi^X!«;^'k 
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cape Gallinas the most northerly^ and cape Parina 
the most westerly. ; 

How is South America bounded ? ] 

On the north by the Caribbean sea and the Atlantic 
ocean ; on the east by the Atlantic ; on the west by 
the Pacific ; and on the south by the Southern ocean. 

Colombia. 

Where is Colombia ? 

In the north-western part of South America ; it is 
named after Colombus. 

How has Colombia lately been divided ? 

Into three districts, viz. : New Granada, Vene- 
zuela, and the Ecuador. 

Name the chief ports of Colombia. 

Cartagena, Panama, Porto Bello, Guyaquille, La 
Guayra, Cumana, and Maracaybo. 

Name some inland towns of Colombia. 

Bogota, formerly called Santa-fe-de Bogota; this 
is the capital of New Granada ; Quito, the capital of 
Ecuador ; and Caraccas, the capital of Venezuela. 

What mountains are in Colombia ? 

The Andes. 

Name two lofty peaks of the Andes in Colombia. 

Chimborazo, 21,600 ft. high, and Cotopaxi ; the 
latter is the largest volcano, or burning mountain in 
the world. 

Mention some rivers of Colombia. 

The Amazon and Orinoco which fall into the 
Atlantic ocean, and the Magdalena emptying itself 
into the Carribbean sea ; the Amazon, which is the 
largest river in the world, being 3500 miles long. 

What island north of Venezuela belongs to the 
Dutch ? 
Curagoa, it is in t\ie Cam\i\ifewx ^^^. 



Guiana or Guyana. 

Where is Guiana ? 

In the northern part of South America^ having 
the Atlantic ocean on the north and east^ the Ama- 
iqh on the souths and Colombia on the west. 

What foreign nations have possession of the greater 
part of Guiana ? 

The iQnglish^ Dutch^ French^ Spaniards^ and Bra- 
litians. 

What other name is Spanish Guiana known by ? 

Venezuelan Guiana. 

What is the capital of Spanish Guiana ? 

San Tom or Angostura. 

Which are the chief British settlements in 
Guiana? 

Demerara^ Berbice, and Essequibo. 

What is the capital of English Guiana ? 

Georgetown, on the Demerara river; the Esse- 
quibo fiver is also in British Guiana. 

What is the capital of Dutch Guiana ? 

Surinam^ or Paramaraibo, on the river Surinam. 

Name the capital of French Guiana. 

Cayennei on the Cayenne river, on an island of the 
same name. 

What pepper comes from French Guiana ? 

Cayenne pepper. 

Bbazil. 

Where is Brazil ? 

It occupies the north-eastern, and a large portion 
of the central part of South America. 

Name the chief towns of Brazil. 

Bio de Janeiro, the capital ; Bahia or San Salva- 
dor, and Fernambuco are the chief ports ; these 
towns are on the east coast. 

On what bay is San Salvador ? 

On All Saint a' bay ; bay de Todoa S^w\.c>%. 
What rivers are in Brazil ? 
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The Amazon orMaranon, the Araguay, the upper 
Paraguay, the Parana, the Uruguay and the Rio 
Francisco. 

For what is Brazil particularly noted ? 

For its immense forests, and the beautiful plumage 
of its many different kinds of birds. 

What valuable stone is found in Brazil ? 

Diamonds : a few years since Brazil furnished an 
immense amount of gold ; but latterly it has not 
yielded so much. 

What is the established religion of Brazil ? 

The Roman Catholic. 

To what European nation did Brazil formerly 
belong ? 

To Portugal ; but in 1822, the Brazilians pro- 
claimed their independence, and made Don Pedro 
emperor. 

Who was Don Pedro ? 

He was the son of Don John VI., king of Portu- 
gal. 

Who is the present emperor of Brazil ? 
' Don Pedro II. 

What queen of Portugal was daughter of Don 
Pedro? 

Donna Maria da Gloria, who died in 1853. 

What English admiral assisted Donna Maria in 
the civil war between herself and her uncle Don 
Miguel ? 

Sir Charles Napier, as well as a body of English 
volunteers. 

Peru. 

Where is Peru ? 

It is a large country on the western side of South 
America, south of Ecuador ; the Pacific ocean is to 
the west of it. 
How is Peru divided? 
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> Upper and Lower Peru, the latter being the 
northerly. 

lat is the capital of Lower Peru ? 
oia^ situated about six miles from the sea. 
hat is the port of Lima ? 
allao. 

^hat is seldom seen in Lima ? 
tain ; but it is very subject to earthquakes, and 
sequently the houses are built low. 
What was the ancient capital of Peru ? 
Cazgo^ or Cusco ; which town is situated eleven 
ousand feet above the sea. Pasco in Lower Peru 
famed for its silver mines. 
Name two other towns in Peru. 
Truxillo and Guamanga or Huamanga. 
Has Peru any rivers of importance ? 
No; the chief is the Paro. Most of its streams 
run into the river Amazon. 
What great lake is in Peru ? 
Titicaca, the largest lake in South America, being 
170 miles long, and 70 broad ; it is on the frontiers 
of Upper and Lower Peru. 

What mountains extend through Peru ? 
The 'Andes. The Nevada-de-Sorata in this range 
is 25,400 ft. high. 

What is exported in great quantities from Peru ? 
Guano, properly called Huano. 
Where does the Peruvian Guano come from ? 
From the Chinchas islands, there are three islands, 
on which by far the largest supply is found. 

What other name has been given to Upper Peru ? 
Bolivia, from general Bolivar, who assisted the 
Peruvians to free themselves from the Spaniards, in 
1823; he died in 1841. 
How is Bolivia situated ? 

To the south-east of Lowet "Peicvx^Vwfvw^ ^ 

\^ 
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and La Plata on the south ; and Brazil on the north 
and east. ; 

What is the capital of Bolivia ? 

Chuquisaca^ on the Cachimayo. 

Name some other towns in Bolivia. 

Potosi, famous for its silver mines ; Chochabamba, 
or Oropeza, and La Paz. 

What is the signification of La Paz ? 

It signifies "Peace/^ so named^ because^ when 
Pizarro was conquered near this town^ peace was 
restored to the country for a time. 

Name two lofty peaks of the Andes in Bolivia. 

Sorato, which is 25,000 ft., and Ilimani, 24,000 
ft. high. The given height of mountains cannot 
always be depended on ; but the most reliable calcu- 
lations have been chosen by some measurements, the 
peaks in Peru are much less high. 

Is there any large lake in Bolivia, beside Titicaca? 

No, but the inundations of some of the streams in 
Bolivia, which cover a great extent of country, have, 
by some geographers, been mistaken for a lake. 

Mention some rivers in Bolivia. 

The Rio Mamore, the Rio Blanco, and the Rio 
Beni, with several smaller ones ; the Paraguay is 
within the borders of Bolivia. 

What ancient line of kings reigned in Peru ? 

The Incas. 

What European nation long held possession of 
Peru ? 

The Spaniards ; but at the present time they have 
no influence either in Lower Peru or Bolivia. 

Chili. 

Where is Chili? 

It is a long narrow tract oi coxxxvtt'^ wv tJ\^ wes- 
tem side of South America, \^*\vv2, Xivi'^^^^VL \i^^ 
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Bolivia. 

What is the capital of Chili ? 

Santiago. Valparaiso, Conception, Valdivia, and 
Coquimbo are ports of Chili. 

Mention the principal rivers in Chili. 

The river Callocallo, or Valdivia; the Rio Maule, 
and the Bio Biobio. 

What mountains are in Chili ? 

The Andes, separating it from La Plata ; the peak 
of Aconcagua is 23,000 ft. high. 

To whom did Chili once belong ? 

To the Spaniards ; but it is now an independent 
republic. 

What is the religion of Chili ? 

Roman Catholic, which is the religion of all the 
countries of South America which were once under 
the dominion of Spain. 

Name some islands in the Pacific ocean opposite 
Chili. 

The Chiloean Archipelago, so named from Chiloe, 
the largest of them. Juan Fernandez, nearly 400 
miles from Santiago, likewise in the Pacific, is noted 
for being the island on which Alexander Selkirk re- 
sided for some time alone. 

Where is Araucania ? 

To the south of Chili, between the Andes and the 
Pacific. 

La Plata. 

W^here is La Plata ? 

In South America ; it is south of Bolivia, east of 
the Andes, and west of Paraguay and Uruguay. 
By what other name is La Plata known ? 
The Argentine Republic. 
What 18 the capital of La P\at«i^ 
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Bajada-de-Santa-Fe, or Parana, on the Parana 
river. 

Name some other towns in La Plata. 

Mendoza^ which was almost entirely destroyed by 
an earthquake in 1861 ; Cordova, Santiago, Santa 
Fee, and San Juan de la Fontera. 

Where is Buenos Ayres ? 

It is a province in the south-east of La Plata, 
which separated from the Argentine Confederation 
in 1853 ; but was re-united to it in 1859. 

What is the capital of Buenos Ayres ? 

Buenos Ayres, on the Rio-de-la-Plata. 

Mention some rivers in La Plata. 

The Parana, the Uruguay, and the Paraguay. 

What are peculiar to La Plata ? 

Its immense plains, called Pampas. 

Uruguay. 

Where is Uruguay ? 

To the east of La Plata, from which it is separated 
by the river Uruguay ; it is bounded on the north 
by Brazil, on the west by the Atlantic, and on the 
south by the estuary of the Rio de la Plata. 

What other name has been given to Uruguay ? 

Banda Oriental. 

W^hat is the signification of this name ? 

It signifies the ^^ Eastern Boundary^'; this name 
was given it by the Spaniards, 

What are the chief towns of Banda Oriental ? 

Monte Video, the capital, and Colonia del Sacra- 
mento. 

What rivers are in Banda Oriental ? 

The Uruguay, and the Rio Negro. 

Parag\3x\. 
Where is Paraguay ? 
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It lies between Brazil and La Plata j being sepa- 
rated from Brazil by the Parana^ and from La Plata 
by the Paraguay river. 

TVhat is the capital of Paraguay ? 

Assumpcion : Villa Bica^ and Concepcion are like- 
wise in Paraguay, 

Patagonia. 

Where is Patagonia ? 

In the south of South America, having the At- 
lantic on the east, and the Pacific on the west, as far 
north as Araucania, 

What country is to the north of Patagonia? 

La Plata, the river Negro lies partly between 
them. 

Is much known of Patagonia ? 

Very little. Port Desire, and San Julian are in 
this country. 

What is there remarkable about the Patagonians ? 

They are a very tall race ; and in a state of bar- 
barism. . 

What islands are to the south of Patagonia ? 

Terra-del-Fuego, or the land of fire, so named 
from their volcanic structure : they are separated from 
the continent of America by the straits of Magellan. 

After whom are these straits named ? 

Fernando Magellan, who first sailed through 
them. 

What is peculiar respecting the inhabitants of 
these islands ? 

They are a very stunted and degraded race. 

What is the southern extremity of this island 
called ? 

Cape Horn. 

Name three islands off the 80ut\i-Yie^\.erft. ^Q'a.'^\. ^^ 
Patagonia. 
We/lington, Hanover, and AdfeUide VA^Jvaa. 
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Where are the Falkland isles ? 

In the Atlantic ocean^ to the south-east of Pata- 
gonia ; there are about two hundred of these islands ; 
but only two are of any size, East and West Falkland, 
they are separated by Falkland's Sound. 

Where are the New South Shetland isles ? 

About 600 miles south of Cape Horn, in the Ant- 
arctic ocean ; the principal of them are, Cornwallis, 
Clarence, Deception and Livingston. 

Polynesia. 

What is Polynesia ? 

It is a name given to several groups of islands in 
the Pacific ocean. 

Name the principal groups of these islands. 

The Sandwich, the Society, the Friendly, the 
Marquesas, the New Hebrides, the Fiji and the Navi- 
gator's islands. 

Which is the principal of the Sandwich isles ? 

0- why-he or Hawaii ; it was here thajt Captain 
Cook was killed in 1779, in the reign of George III. 

Where is Honololu ? 

In the island of Oahu, one of the Sandwich isles* 
it is the seat of a bishopric. 

Under whose government are the Sandwich isles ? 

They are governed by a native king, and their in- 
dependence has been recognised by the principal of 
the European governments, and also by the United 
States. 

Which is the chief of the Society isles ? 

Tahiti or Otaheite ; this island is under the in- 
fluence of the French government. 

Why were the Friendly isles so called ? 

This name was given them by Captain Cook, in 
consequence of the friendly disposition of the na- 
tives. These islands are subject to one sovereign; 
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King George, who, with the greater part of the na- 
tives, has been converted to Christianity. 

To whom do the Marquesas belong ? 

To the French. The natives are the least sensible 
of all the inhabitants of the Polynesian isles to the 
influence of civilization; and they are said to be 
cannibals. The principal island of the Marquesas 
is Noukahiva. 

Which are the chief of the Fiji islands ? 

Great Fiji, and Tarkanava. The inhabitants are 
a warlike, cruel, and treacherous race above all the 
Polynesian tribes ; they are also cannibals. They 
believe that they will retain in the next world the 
body in the same state as at death ; for this reason, 
they put to death their aged relations as a friendly 
act ; and often kill themselves to prevent their dying 
decrepid or diseased. 

Why were the Navigators' islands so named ? 

They were so called by a French traveller, in con- 
sequence of the skill they displayed in the manage- 
ment of their canoes ; but it is inferior to that dis- 
played by the Friendly islanders. Savaii is the 
largest of the Navigators^ isles. 

Name some more islands of Polynesia. 

Cook^s islands, the Gambier islands, Easter island, 
Norfolk isle and Pitcairn isle. It was at this last, 
where the mutineers of the Bounty settled in 1789. 
The rest of the Polynesian islands have been de- 
scribed among the islands of Asia. 



ASTRONOMY. 



What is the derivation of the term astronomy ? 

It is derived from two Greek words " Aster,^' a 
'' star/' and " Nomos/' a "law/' 

What is astronomy ? 

The study of the heavenly bodies; or it is a 
science that treats of the classification, magnitudes^ 
and motions of the heavenly bodies^ and describes 
the laws by which these motions are regulated and 
maintained. 

How many stars are visible at one time ? 

About eight or nine hundred to the naked eye. 

How is it that they appear so numerous ? 

Because some of them are so far ofi^, that the rays 
of light from them are liable to countless reflections, 
which are mistaken by us for stars. 

How are the stars classed ? * • 

According to their magnitude, viz., 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 
4th, 5th, and 6th magnitude. 

Of what two things is the sun the source ? 

Of light and heat, which it supplies to the earth 
and other planetary bodies, of which it is the centre, 
and round^which they turn. 

What is the path of a planet round the sun 
called ? 

Its orbit 

What is the form of t\ie oibila oi ^i)cL^ ^«aR^.^1 
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An ellipsis^ or oval. 

What is the face of the sun or a planet called ? 

Its disc. 

At what distance is the sun from the earth ? 

Ninety-five millions of miles. 

What is the size of the sun compared with the 
earth ? 

Its diameter is 111^ times that of the earthy and 
its magnitude is 1^384^000 times greater. 

How do you find the difierence in bulk between 
two round bodies ? 

By squaring the diflference of their diameter. 

Explain this. 

If one is 2 feet in diameter, and another is 6 feeb, 
the latter's diameter is three times greater than the 
former^ and the square of 3 being 9^ the second 
is nine times greater than the first. 

How can you find the circumference of a body, 
when its diameter is known ? 

By multiplying the diameter by 3.1416. 

Has the sun any motion ? 

Yes ; it is supposed to turn on its own axis. 

How is this ascertained ? 

By the dark spots on its surface, which move 
across its disc, and then disappear, always returning 
at stated periods. 

What is that system called of which the sun is 
the centre ? 

The solar system ; it derives its name from the 
Latin word ^^ sol,^' the ^^ sun.^' 

Of what does the solar system consist ? 

Of the sun, with the planets, and their satellites, 
or moons. 

Name the planets. 

Mercury, Ven us, the Earth , Maia, S w^Vi^x j'^^^^x^xx^ , 
Vranus, and Neptune. 
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What four smaller planets are between Mars and 
Jupiter ? 

Vesta, Juno, Ceres, and Pallas; they are called the 
Asteriods. 

Which planet is nearest the sun ? 

Mercury, whilst Neptune is the farthest off. 

What are Mercury and Venus alternately ? 

The morning and evening star. They are called 
inferior planets, because their orbits are within the 
orbit of the earth. 

Which is the largest of all the planets ? 

Jupiter, which has four moons. 

Have the other planets any moons ? 

Uranus has six, and Saturn seven. 

What is there peculiar to Saturn ? 

It is surrounded by a luminous triple ring. 

What other name has Uranus ? 

It is sometimes called Herschel, after its dis- 
coverer, and sometimes Georgium Sidus, " George's 
Star/^ in honour of George III., in whose reign it 
was discovered. 

What are the Fixed Stars? 

Those stars which are so far off, that their posi- 
tions with respect to the earth never seem to alter, 
although they are a hundred and ninety millions of 
miles nearer to us at one time of the year than at 
another. 

Which is the nearest fixed star ? 

Sirius, or the Dog Star ; it cannot be less than 
nineteen billions— 19,000,000,000,000 — of miles 
from the earth. 

How far is the moon from the earth ? 

Two hundred and forty thousand miles. 

What 18 the size of Ite mooiv.? 
Its magnitude is one iott^-iivsi^ ^"^^ ^^ "^^ ^wsSa.. 
How long is the moon TeNoWm^xovsssA^^^^e^X 
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V7 days, 7 hours, 43 minutes. 

Sow is it that the outline of the moon is some- 

es visible, when only part of her illuminated side 

umed towards the earth ? 

Phe moon receives part of its light from the earth, 

1 it is this light shining on it, which enables us 

;race its outline at certain times. 

iiVhat things are wanting to the moon ? 

In atmosphere, and water. 

lYhat is the Zenith ? 

That part of the heavens immediately over our 

ds. 

^hat is the Nadir? 

That part of the heavens which is opposite to our 

^hat is the sensible Horizon ? 
Phe circle which bounds our view, or where the 
and earth seem to meet. 



THE WINDS. 

AT is wind ? 

lir put in motion. 

Vhat is this principally occasioned by ? 

ly heat ; when the air is heated it expands, and 

^mes lighter, and consequently rises, and the 

ion of the cooler air rushing in to supply its 

e, causes the current which we call wind. The 

trie fluid in the air is the cause of the variable- 

5 of the winds. 

how thdii such is the case. 

'you bold a lighted candle a.t t\!Le >aQ>\X.wx!L ^'l ^ 
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door in a room where the fire is opposite to it, the 
flame will blow towards the inside ; but if it be held 
at the top of the door, the flame will then, be seen to 
blow outward, fully showing that the cold air is 
rushing towards the fire, and that the heated air is 
escaping. 

How many principal winds are there ? 

Four, viz. : the North, South, East, and West. 

From what do they take their names ? 

They derive their name from the four cardinal, or 
principal, points of the compass.* 

Which of these winds is the coldest to Europeans ? 

The north wind, because it comes from the North 
Frigid zone. 

Which wind is the hottest ? 

The south wind, because it come from the Torrid 
zone, and before it reaches us, it has to pass over the 
hot continent of Africa. 

Which wind is the wettest ? 

The west wind, seeing it has to pass over the 
Atlantic ocean, where it imbibes a large quantity of 
vapour, or moisture. 

Which of the winds is the driest ? 

The east wind, because it has to pass over the 
immense continent of Asia, which has but little 
water, and consequently loses its moisture before 
reaching us. 

What are the Trade Winds ? 

Winds that always blow in the same direction. 

How is this occasioned ? 

The sun is continually heating the air at the 
equator, which causes a current of wind from the 
north and south, and seeing the earth is always 

* There are 32 pomta to i\ie coTt\\>«A%, It ia said to have 
been invented by Giom, o^^a^\eft,'m\^^^* 
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turning eastwards^ it causes the current coming from 
the north to blow in a north-easterly direction. 

What ar^ the Monsoons ? 

They are winds which blow from the south-west, 
from the middle of Mar<jh to the middle of Sep- 
temberj ?^nd from the north-east for the rest of the 
year. 

At what rate does the wind move ? 

From one to a hundred miles an hour. 

What are land and sea breezes ? 

The sea breezes are winds which begin to blow 
from the sea to the land in the morning, with in- 
creasing force till noon, and then gradually subside 
as evening approaches, when they cease altogether; 
and then the breezes from the land towards the sea 
spring up, and continue till the iporning. 

What are the Simoons ? 

Hot pestilential winds, injurious to animal life, 
which blow over the deserts of Africa. 

The Air. 

What is the ftir ? 

A thin transparent fluid surrounding the ^arth on 
all sides to the height of about 45 miles. 

Of whfi^t is the air con^posed ? 

Atmospheric l^r consists of two gases, viz., oxygen 
and nitrogeuji in the proportion of 21 to 79 parts in 
100. 

Is the air always as pure as this ? 

Never, there is always some carbonic acid gas, 
iQpre or )ess, mixed with it ; there is always more in 
the night than iu the day, and }ess in fine weather 
than the coi^trary. 

Which of these gases is e8sent\a\ to «.T\\»a\.\\i^'^ 

Oxygen; when we draw in a \>te^XX\ <A «vx/^^> 

\& 
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passes through the lungs, which retain the oxygen 
to support life ; and the nitrogen is expelled in the 
form of carbonic acid gas, which is a poison. 

If such is the case, how is it that the air does not 
become injurious to animal life ? 

Because, by a wise ordination of Providence, all 
vegetables and trees cannot live without carbonic acid 
gas, which they imbibe or suck up, so to speak, and 
give out oxygen gas in return. 

What is the weight of the air at the surface of the 
earth ? 

Fourteen and a half pounds upon every square 
inch ; the higher we ascend, the more rarefied, or 
less heavy does the air become. 

Exemplify this. 

The under part of a hay-stack must be more 
closely pressed than the upper, because the upper 
part bearing upon it presses it more firmly together; 
or, if you were to take twenty sacks, and fiU them 
with hay, and place them one on the other, the 
eighteenth would be more closely pressed than the 
nineteenth, and the seventeenth than the eighteenth; 
but the first would be the most compressed of all; 
in like manner is it with the air upon the surface of 
the earth, which, having to support the whole weight 
of the air, must be heavier than any other part ; and 
the higher the air is from the earth, the less weight 
. there is pressing upon it, and therefore the less dense 
it is. 

What effect has the pressure of the air upon the 
human body ? 

If the air inside us were removed, we should be 

crushed by the great weight of external air pressing 

upon our bodies ; and, on the other hand, if the 

pressure of the external ^it v«et^ XsJ&sa w?^'^^ our 

bodies would burst. 
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The Tides. 

What are the tides ? 

The constant motions of the sea, according to 
which it ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours. 

What do you mean when you say the tide is 
flowing ? 

When the tide is flowing, the water is then com- 
ing up towards the land, which it continues to do 
for about six hours ; when it remains at rest or in 
equilibrium for ten or fifteen minutes ; it then turns, 
and recedes from the land ; the tide is then said to 
be ebbing, which it continues doing for the same 
space of time as it was flowing. 

What two things have a great influence upon the 
tides ? 

The sun and the moon ; the latter raises the water 
nine feet, and the former two feet. 

When the sun and moon are both drawing in the 
same direction, what are they said to be ? 

In conjunction; at which periods the tides are 
raised eleven feet ; when they are acting upon the 
earth in a contrary direction, they are said to be in 
opposition ; the tides are then raised only seven feet. 

When are the tides greatest ? 

At new and full moon, which are called spring 
tides ; they are least when the moon is in her first 
and last quarter^ and then they are called neap tides. 

Eclipses. 

What are eclipses ? 

Partial, or total obscurations of the sun or moon. 

How is an eclipse of the moon occasioned ? 

It takes place when the earth com^% \i^\.^^^\5L *C^^ 

sun and the moon ; the sun sVime^ \x^<iTv \!a^ ^"^xJ^^ 

and the earth's shadow falling upon \\i^ YCvowv,^«t- 

\?> — ^ 
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tially or totally obscures it, according to its position 
with respect to the earth. 

At what period of the moon does an eclipse 
happen ? 

At full moon.* 

How is an eclipse of the sun occasioned ? 

By the moon coming between the earth and the 
sun, and thus hiding the sun from our view. 

Bain, Hail, Snow, Dew, &c. 

What is rain ? 

Kain is moisture drawn up from the earth in the 
form of vapour, and which, congregating in the air, 
forms clouds ; when these clouds become heavier than 
the atmosphere, which is occasioned by their passing 
through a colder region and becoming condensed, 
they fall in drops to the earth. 

What is hail ? 

Bain frozen as it falls to the earth. 

What is snow ? 

When a cloud passes through a region, colder 
than 32^ Fahrenheit, it is congealed, and then falls to 
the earth in the form which we call snow. 

What is dew ? 

Moisture drawn up from the earth by the sun 
during the day, and which returns again in the night, 
in consequence of its being condensed by a cooler 
atmosphere. 

Exemplify this. 

If you hold a cold plate to the spout of a boiling 
kettle whence the steam is issuing, the steam, as 
soon as it touches the plate, is condensed, and turned 
into water. 

How is lightning occasioned ? 

When two electric clouds approach each other, they 

^ The moon is 240,000 mWea is^m IbA earth. 
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have a tendency to equalise themselves^ that is^ the 
one that is overcharged gives out its electricity to the 
other until they are both equal ; and the passing of 
the electricity from one cloud to the other formt the 
lightning. 

What is thunder ? 

It is caused by the air rushing into the vacuum 
made by the lightning, and the noise is reverberated 
in the clouds. 

Why is it dangerous to walk by the side of a 
river during a storm ? 

Because water is a good conductor of lightning; 
and a man^s height is sufficient to attract the light- 
ning to him, provided there be no taller object near 
him. 

Which is the safest place during a storm ? 

In the middle of a room, covered with a carpet, 
or on a thick hearth-rug ; the fire-place should be 
avoided. When out of doors, the safest place is a 
few yards from a tall tree, as that is likely to attract 
the electric fluid should a discharge take place near 
you. 

Various Subjects. 

Why is it more dangerous to leap from a carriage, 
when it is in motion, than when it is stationary ? 

Because, when a person is riding, in a railway 
carriage for example, his body possesses a motion 
in common with the carriage, and consequently is 
moving with the same speed, and, when he leaps 
from the carriage, his body does not lose directly 
the progressive motion which was imparted to it by 
the moving vehicle ; and when his feet touch the 
ground, their onward motion is impeded; but it is 
not so with the upper parts of his body ; for they 
still have a tendency to go on ; but bdv\w Vvccvkx'^vL 
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from doing sO by the feet '^bmainlng stationary, the 
body topples over and thus the danger. . ••1*? 
Does this yule apply to any other case ? > 
Yes ; for this same reason, a person, sitting in a 
vehicle with his back to the horses, falls forward 
as soon as the horses start, because his legs are, in 
a manner, dragged from under his body, almost in 
the same way as if some one had pulled his &et 
from behind him. 

The Thermometer. 

What is a thermometer ? 

An instrument to mark the changes in the air, as 
it regards heat and cold. 

From what is the word " thermometer" derived ? 

From two Greek words, "theirmos,'* hedt> and 
" metron," a measure. 

How many kinds of theniiometers are! there ? 

Three, viz., the Farenheit^ so called frdm the 
name of the inventor, who was a Dane ; the Reaumur 
thermometer, and the Centigrade used by tbe 
Swedes. 

What is the difference between these thermo- 
meters ? 

Farenheit makes water freeze at 82^ and boil at 
212°. Reaumur makes it freeze at 0° or feero, and 
boil at 80°; and in the Centigrade thermometer, 
water freezes at 0'', and boils at 100^ 

Why did Farenheit choose 32° for freezing point ? 

Because melting snow or ice mixed with salt, is 
32 degrees colder than water just beginning to freeze. 

In what manner do heat and cold affect the quick- 
silver in a thermometer ? 

Tbe former causes it to e^iii^aad, aud the latter 
Contracts it 



Wbi^ is the difference ki the length of a degree '..^. 
on ftrenbfit^ and Reaumur's thermometer?* : « 

A degiii on Beautnur's thermometer eqaaB 2i 
degrees on Farenheit's. * 

Shew how this is. 

Between freezing and boiling poiht on Reaumur's* 
thermometer, there are 80°; and 180° on Farenheit's ; 
therefore 80° Reaumur equal 180° Farenheit ; and 
80° is contained 2^ or -J times in 180°. 

How do you change Farenheit into Reaumur's 
scale? 

By multiplying the number of degrees above or 
below 32° by 4, and dividing by 9. 

Let us prove this: — ^What degree of Reaumur 
equals 122*^ Farenheit ? 

40°; for 122— 82 = 90 .-. 90x4^9=360^-9=: 
40°. — Answer. 

How do you change Reaumur*s scale into 
Farenheit's? 

By multiplying the number of degrees by 9^ and 
dividing bv 4, and then adding 32° to the quotient. 

We will prove this: — What degree Farenheit 
corresponds with 40° Reaumur ? 

122°; for 40°x9-5-4 = 3eO°-5-4^90^ .-. 90°+ 
32°= 122°.— Answer. 

What difference is there in the length of a degree 
between Farenheit and the Centigrade thermo- 
meter? 

A degree of Farenheit is |- of -a degree Centigrade. 

How do you compare these two thermometers ? 

By the same rule as in the former case^ only it is 
necessary to substitute 6 for 4 in working any 
problem. 

The Barometeu. 
What 18 a barometer 7 
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An instrument used for measuring the weight of 
the air. 

How does the air act upon the quicksilver in the 
barometer ? 

If the air is dense, the quicksilver rises ; this is a 
•sign of fine weather; but if the air becomes lighter, 
the quicksilver falls, which is an indication of rain 
or snow. 

The Common Lever. 

What is a common lever ? 

A bar of wood or iron used to move heavy 
weights. 

What is the support on which you rest the lever 
called ? 

The fulcrum. 

What is the force employed to raise the weight 
named ? 

The power. 

What advantage is gained by using the lever in 
moving weights ? 

By how many times the length of the lever, 
between the power and the fulcrum, exceeds the 
length between the fulcrum and the weight, by so 
many times a less power is required to move it. 

Give an example. 

If the length of the lever between the fulcrum 
and the power is 12 feet, and between the fulcrum 
and the weight 2 feet, the former is six times greater 
than the latter ; therefore, if the weight is 72 lbs. a 
power or weight of 12 lbs. at the other end will 
balance it. 

Why does a ball, when rolled along the ground, 
stop erentually ? 
Because there are t\\te^ Wvvxi^ ^esL^xXxcL^ «a. 
influence upon it to cawae *\t X.o ^o «i, ^'x'l^, ^'i. 
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attraction of gravitation^ Mrhich consists in the earth 
drawing it to it ; secondly^ the friction of the ground 
it passes over ; and thirdly^ the opposition it meets 
with from the air as it moves along; all these 
acting upon it at the same time^ eventually over- 
come the force or power that was employed to set it 
in motion. 

Is it possible to tell how high an arroVv goes 
when shot up into the air ? 

Yes; count the number of seconds that elapse 
from the time of the arrow^s leaving the bow, till it 
reaches the ground again ; then divide the number 
of seconds by 2, square the result^ and multiply it 
by 16. 

Why do you in the first instance divide by 2 ? 

Because a thing thrown up into the air, is always 
the same time falling that it was rising. 

Give the result of the following problem : — An 
arrow is 6 seconds before it touches the ground, 
after having been fired from a bow, how high did 
it go? 

144 feet; for 6-^2=8 .'. 8*X 16=3x8x16= 
144. — Answer. 

Can this be proved another way ? 

It can ; a body falls* 16 feet the first second ; three 
times 16 the second second; five times 16 the third 
second; seven times 16 the fourth, and so on; al- 
ways multiplying 16 by the successive odd numbers ; 
therefore as the arrow was 8 seconds falling, it fell 
during the first second 16 feet ; during the next second 
it fell 16 feet X 3=48 feet, and during the third 
second it fell 16 feet X 5=80 feet .-i 16 feet +48 

* 16iV feet 18 the exact distance a\ioa.^ ItiJ^^ ^xixoi^^viaa 
Brat second. 
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feet +80 feet =144 feet, the same as the previous 
answer. 

Will this rule apply to any other thing ? 

Yes ; in the same way the depth of a well can be 
ascertained ; though it will not be necessary to divide 
by 2 in the first instance.*^ 

Why is it easier to move a body when in the water 
than otherwise ? 

Because when a body is in the water, as a ship for 
instance, it sinks until the bulk of water that is 
pressed out by the submerged part of the vessel, 
equals the whole weight of the ship, which then is in 
equilibrium, and therefore, only a power sufficient to 
overcome the opposition of the water is required to 
move it. 

How is sound occasioned ? 

When an elastic body is struck, its parts are made 
to vibrate, and corresponding vibrations are com- 
municated to the air, which falling upon the ear, 
produce the sensation which we call sound. 

What causes the difi^erence there is in sounds ? 

When a thing vibrates sharply, it produces a tenor 
sound ; and when it vibrates slowly, as a dram, it 
causes a bass sound. 

What is necessary to sound ? 

Air. 

At what rate does sound travel ? 

About 1130 feet in a second. 

How would you reckon the distance a ship was oflf 
by its firing a gun ? 

1 should count the seconds elapsing between 
seeing the flash of the gun, and hearing the report, 

* Count the seconds elapamw ?tom ^k^ ^tx^ne's leaving 
your hand, &nd hearing tue ft^^fta\iol '\^.l«J^\i^\u\ft'Oafc 
water, and proceed as before. 
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and multiply the number by 1130^ which would 
give the distance in feet. 

Are the flash and the sound produced together ? 

Yes, but as light travels at the rate of twelve mil- 
lions of miles in a minute^ we see the flash in- 
stantaneously. 

Can you tell the distance of anything else by the 
same rule ? 

Yes, of an electric cloud, by counting the number 
of seconds intervening between seeing the flash, and 
hearing the thunder. 

What causes an echo ? 

Sound striking against something, and being re« 
fleeted back in the same direction. 

What distance must there be between the reflected 
and the direct sound ? 

Not less than 70 feet, this distance will give an 
echo of onesyllable, and the number of echoes will be 
increased in proportion to the distance. 

Why cannot an echo be heard at a less distance 
than 70 feet? 

Because it would reach the ear before the im- 
pression of the direct sound had ceased. 

How often does Leap- Year happen ? 

Once every four years, it consists of 366 days. 

Why do we have a Leap-Year ? 

To make up for the hours and minutes over the 
365 days which are in a year. 

Does this overplus amount to an entire day in four 
years ? 

No ; therefore every fourth year we are a trifle in 
advance of the right time. 

How is this error rectified ? 

By making every hundredth year, although it is 
divisible by 4, not a Leap-Year. 

Does tbia bring the reckomng xv^X.'l 
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Not exactly; by this ealculation we are a little 
behind the exact time^ so every four hundredth year 
is to be a Leap-Year; and the error, by this method 
of calculating, will not amount to a whole day in 
5000 years. 

How much does the error by our computation 
amount to ? 

To 11 m. 11 8. in a year. 

What man undertoojc to rectify this error ? 

Gregory XIII., a.d., 1582, in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth ; the error then amounted to ten days, and 
the 5th October was made 15th. 

In what year did the English adopt this com- 
putation ? 

A.D. 1752, in the reign of George II.; it is 
called the New Style. 

What other alteration was made in the same year ? 

The year was made to begin on 1st January, in- 
stead of 25th March, as it previously had done; 
so January, February, and March, to 24th, became 
part of the year 1753, instead of the last part of the 
year 1752. 

What is zoology? 

That part of natural history which describes 
animals. 

What is a quadruped ? 

An animal with four legs ; a biped is an animal 
with two legs. 

What are amphibious animals f 

Those animals which can live either on land or in 
water, as the crocodile, the alligator, &c. 

What are carnivorous animals ? 

Those that feed on flesh, as the lion, tiger, &c. 

What are graminivorous animals ? 

Those that feed on graa*^ «l% \.\ifc otl, \.Vi^ W«ft, &c. 

How can you diBtingm&Yi ^ c«crKVNoxws& Vcwa. ^ 
g^raminivorom animals 
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By the teeth; the former has sharp teeth for 
tearing; the other has flat ones for grinding, or 
bruising its food. 

To what class does man belong ? 

He combines both species. 

What are mammalia ? 

Those animals that suckle their young; the whale 
belongs to this class. 

What are oviparous animals ? 

Those that produce their young from eggs. 

What is ornithology ? 

That science which describes birds. 

How does a bird rise or drop when flying ? 

If it beat the air with its wings with a force 
greater than its own weighty it will rise ; but if with 
a less'power, it will faiU. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL TABLE. 



Abbeville France Europe. 

Aberdeen Scotland Europe. 

Abo Finland Europe. 

Acapulco Mexico • • • c . > • • North America 

Adriatic sea, or gulf of Venice, between 

Italy & Turkey. . Europe. 
Adventure isle . • . .Pacific ocean . . Asia. 

Agra East Indies .... Asia. 

Ayr ..... Scotland Europe. 

Adrianople Turkey Europe. 

Aleppo Turkey Asia. 

Alexandretta Turkey Asia. 

Alexandria Lower Egypt . . Africa. 

Algiers Barbary Africa. 

Albany New York . . . . N. America. 

Amboyna « . .East Indies .... Asia. 

Amiens France Europe. 

Amsterdam Holland Europe. 

Amsterdam isle. • . . Pacific ocean. . . . Asia. 
Angra, in Terceira. .Azores^ Atlantic ocean. . Europe. 

Antigua Carib sea N. America. 

Antiocb Turkey Asia. 

Antwerp Belgium Europe. 

Archipelago Greece Europe. 

Archangel Uusaia ^\tt«^^. 
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Ascension isle . . . . S. Atlantic ocean. . Africa. 

Astracan Russia Asia. 

Athens . • Greece Europe. 

Ava Birmese empire . • Asia. 

Avignon France Europe, 

Bagdad Turkey Asia. 

Baltic sea, betw. Germany & Sweden .. Europe. 

Balasore East Indies Asia. 

Bay of Biscay . . , .East of France. . Europe. 
Bay of Bengal ... .East of India . . Asia. 

Balbec Turkey Asia. 

Barcelona Spain Europe. 

Barbuda isle Atlantic ocean . . N. America. 

Basil, or Basle .... Switzerland Europe. 

Baasora Turkey Asia. 

Bastia Island of Corsica. . Europe. 

Bath Somersetshire . . England. 

Belfast Antrim Ireland. 

Bayeux France Europe. 

Berlin Prussia Europe. 

Bermudas Atlantic ocean . . N. America. 

Bern Switzerland Europe. 

Berwick Scotland Europe. 

Belgrade Turkey Europe. 

Bencoolen, Sumatra, Eastern Archipelago. . Asia. 

Batavia Java, island Asia. 

Birkenhead Cheshire England. 

Bourdeaux France Europe. 

Bayonne France Europe. 

Boston Lincolnshire. . . . England. 

Boston New England . . N. America. 

Boulogne France Europe. 

Bologna Italy Europe. 

Bombay East Indies ksva., 

JBiIboa Spain '^vjl^'^^^^ 

Birmingham WarwicVsYvite . •^w^«cl\» 

\7— ^ 
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Bokhara • • • • Independent Tartary^ Asia. 

Breda • • Holland Europe. 

Brest -^ • • • • France Europe^ 

Bremen. . • Germany Europe. 

Bristoli partly in Somersetshire and 

Gloucestershire. . England. 

Breslau • • • Bohemia Europe. 

Buenos Ayres . . . .Buenos Ayres . . S. America. 

Bukarest Turkey Europe. 

Black sea^ or Euxine, Turkey ih Europe and Asia. 

Bruges • .Belgium Europe. 

Brunswick Germany Europe. 

Buda .... * Hungary Europe. 

Bourbon isle Indian ocean . . Africa. 

Cadiz •••...•.•. Spain Europe. 

Caen France Europe. 

Cagliari^ Sardinia isle^ Mediterranean .. Europe. 

Cairo Egypt Africa. 

Calais • • • • • France, Europe. 

Callao Peru S. America; 

Calcutta East Indies .... Asia. 

Cambray France Europe. 

Cambeltown •.•••• Scotland Europe. 

Cambridge • Cambridgeshire .England. 

. Canary isles Atlantic ocean . . Africa. 

Candia Mediterranean sea. . Europe. 

Camboja West of Siam ..Asia. 

Canterbury • Kent England. 

Canton China Asia. 

Carlscrona » Sweden Europe. 

Carthage Ruins 4 .Tunis Africa. 

Carthagena Colombia S. America. 

Carthagena Spain Europe. 

Carlisle. . • .Cumberland. . . . England. 

Cardigan .CardigaM\i\t^ . ."W A««^, 

Candi Ceylon Ksv^.. 
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Caspian sea. . South-east of Russia. .West of Tartary. 

Cassel Germany Europe. 

Cavan Cavan Ireland. 

Cayenne Guiana S. America. 

Chalons France Europe. 

Chandernagore .... East Indies .... Asia. 

Cherbourg France Europe. 

St.Christopher's isle Caribbean sea . . N. America. 

Civita Vecchia .... Italy Europe. 

Cologne Prussia Europe. 

Cape Clear South of Ireland. .Europe. 

„ Comoriu .... South of India . . Asia. 

,, Finisterre, North-west of Spain. . Europe. 

„ St. Vincent. . South of Portugal. . Europe. 

„ of Good Hope . .South of Africa. 

„ Florida South of Florida. . N. America. 

,, Verd West of Africa. . Africa. 

„ Horn, South of Terra delFuego, island..S. Amer. 
Cattegat sea, between Sweden and Denmark..Europe. 

Ceuta • Morocco Africa. 

Cherson Russia Europe. 

Chester Cheshire England. 

Charleston South Carolina. . N. America. 

Copenhagen Denmark Europe. 

Constantinople .... Turkey Europe. 

Cork Munster Ireland. 

Coventry Warwickshire . . England. 

Corinth Greece Europe. 

Cowes Isle of Wight • .England. 

Cracow Poland Europe. 

Cura9oa West Indies . . • • America. 

Damascus Turkey Asia. 

Dantzic Prussia •...••• .Europe. 

Delhi » East Indies .... Asia, 

Delft Holland •'^mxq^^. 

Dieppe . . » France ••%%%•* J^x^lo^^^ 

Yl— ^ 



Dijon ••••..;..; France ..• Etirope. 

Dominique isle. • • .West Indies. . . . Amcfrica 

Dover kk. . • Kent • i • » % .^.England. 

Derby Derbyshire • • • • England^ 

Derry Ireland Europe. 

Dresden ; Saxony Europe. 

Dundee; . ; Scotland Europe. 

Dublin Ireland iVx « • .Europe. 

Durham Durham ^^v.* .England. 

Dungeness Kent •••«•... England. 

Dunkirk • • France • • Europe. 

Dunbar Scotland • Europe. 

Dumfries Dumfriesshire • .Scotland. 

English Channel,between England &France..Etirope. 

Ephesus Turkey. . . . ; ; . .Asia. 

Easter isle Pacific ocean • .America. 

Edinburgh ....;. Scotland Europe. 

Embdeu ..;.;.;. Germany . . ^ . • .Europe. 

Eustatius isle .... West Indies. ; i .N. America. 

Evereux . i France Europe. 

Exeter . . . . 4 . . . « . Devonshire • . • .England. 

Falmouth ........ Cornwall England. 

Falkirk Scotland Europe. 

Fe2 ........ i .. . Barbary States. . Africa* 

Ferrara 4 ........ . Italy. . . ; Europe* 

Florence . 4 « ; . . . . Italy. Europe. 

Frankfort- on-the-Main^ Grermany . . Europe. 

Funchali ....;.... Madeira isle. . . .Africa. 

Geneva ; Switzerland . . .* Europe. 

George's St. isle . . Azores Africa. 

Genoa . > ........ Italy Europe. 

Gibraltar Spain .Europe. 

Ghent i ... i* ... .Belgium *; ....Europe. 

Olaagow • ; Lanarkshire • • • • Scotland; 

Ooa . . .* i . i i ; . . . . India i 4 . % • . * .Ksaa.^ 
Ooree iek. i *. . . . * Ailantfe o«fe«a.*M3W». 
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rottenberg Sweden Europe. 

rottigen y . . Hanover Europe. 

rranville France Europe. 

rratz Austrian dominions . . Europe. 

I^uadaloupe isle . . West Indies • • • .America. 

Tuildford Surrey .England. 

Uoucester Oloucestershire .England. 

Gombroon Persia Asia. 

Ireenock • Senfrewshire • . Scotland. 

ruam . . Ladrone^Jales^ Pacific ocean • • Asia. 
Tulf of Bothnia . . East of Sweden.. Europe. 

„ Finland . . West of Russia. . Europe. 

„ Venice, between Italy and Turkey^ • Europe. 

„ Persia, between Persia and Arabia. , Asia. 

„ California, between California and Mexico. 

N. America. 

„ St. Lawrence, between Labrador 

and Newfoundland. .N. America. 

„ Mexico, south of United States, • . N. America. 

9ague Holland Europe. 

Hamburg Germany Europe. 

Hastings Sussex England. 

Halifax Nova Scotia N. America. 

Halifax Yorkshire England. 

Hanover ........ Germany ..... .Europe. 

Havannah Cuba isle . . . • • .N. America* 

Havre-de-Grace . . France lSurope« 

Hellespont between Asia and Europe. 

Helena St. isle .... Atlantic ocean . . Africa. 

Haarlem Holland .•••.. Europe, 

Hogue la Gape .... France Europe. 

Hull Yorkshire England. 

Hudson Bay Coast of Labrador. . N. America. 

Jeddo Japan islett • % . • Ksasl. 

Jerusalem, .... Holy Land, Tuxke^. • K&ve.. 

^obn'8 town, St. . ■. Newfouad\«ad . .^.-Kssmb^^ss^^ 
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Ispahan Persia Asia. 

Inverness Inverness-shire •. Scotland. 

Isthmus of Suez^ joins Egypt to Axabia,Africa&A8ia. 

Isthmus of Corinth . .Greece Europe. 

Isthmus of Panama^ joins North & South America. 

Irish sea, between England and Ireland. . Europe. 

Indian ocean East of Africa, South of Asia. 

Kamtschatka .... North-east of Siberia. . Asia 

Kinsale Munster •••••. Ireland. 

Kingston Surrey •••••.*•• .England. 

Kingston Jamaica America. 

Koningsberg Prussia Europe. 

Lancaster Lancashire • • • .England. 

Levant, the ...... West of Sjrria • . Asia. 

Lausanne Switzerland • • . . Europe. 

Leeds Yorkshire • • • .England. 

Leicester Leicestershire • .England. 

Leipsic Saxony, Germany. . Europe. 

Leyden Holland Europe. 

Leith Edinburgh .... Scotland. 

Lahore India Asia. 

Linlithgow Linlithgowshire .Scotland. 

Lincoln Lincolnshire . . Scotland. 

Lima Lower Peru . . . . S. America. 

Liege Belgium . . . ; . .Europe. 

Limoges France Europe. 

Lille France Europe. 

Lisbon Portugal • . • . • .Europe. 

Lizard Point Cornwall England. 

Limerick Limerickshire • . Ireland. 

Litchfield Staffordshire • .England. 

London . • ^ Middlesex .... England. 

Londonderry Londonderry • . Ireland. 

Lubec ^Germany ..... .Europe. 

Luneville • France ....... .I^vrtci^^. 

Luxemburg Belgvxxm &c lio\\»B>SL% %^\a«^ 
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Lyons France Europe. 

Macao China Asia. 

Macassar isle Eastern Archipelago . . Asia. 

Madeira isle Atlantic ocean • .Africa. 

Madras East Indies • • ^ • Asia. 

Madrid Spain • • • • ... Europe. 

Mahon port Mediterr. sea . .Europe. 

Majorca Mediterr. sea • . Europe. 

Malacca Peninsula^ S. of Asia. 

Maloes, St France ........ Europe. 

Malta island Mediterr. sea • . Europe. 

Manilla. . Island of Luzon^ Philippine Is.% . Asia. 

Mantua Italy Europe. 

Maregalante^ isle ..Atlantic ocean ..S. America. 

Marseilles • • .France .Europe. 

St. Martin's isle . .West Indies. % . . America. 
Martinico isle • • • .West Indies « • . .America. 
St. Mary's isle . . . .Atlantic ocean . .Europe. 

Mauritius Indian ocean • • Africa. 

Mayence Germany Europe. 

Medina Arabia » • Asia. 

Mecca « Arabia % • Asia. 

Mediterranean sea, between Europe «nd Africa. 

Mequinez Barbary ..... .Africa. 

Messina Island of Sicily. . Europe. 

Mergui, Tenasserim, Birmese empire .. Asia. 

Mexico .......... Mexico. N*. America. 

Milford haven . . . .Pembrokeshire. .Wales. 

St. Michael's isle . • Azores Europe. 

Milan Italy Europe. 

Mocha Arabia Asia. 

Modena Italy Europe. 

Montreal > Lower Canada . . N. America. 

Montpelier France '&>\\q'^^« 

Montrose Scotland . • . % » ."^xxxQi^^* 

Motttaerrat iale... .West Indies • • • • Nxassv^^* 
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Morocco Barbary Africa. 

Moscow Russia Europe. 

Munich Bavaria Europe. 

Munster Westphalia . . . .Europe. 

Munster Ireland Europe. 

Nanking China Asia. 

Namur •»..••.•• .Belgium Europe. 

Naples Italy Europe. 

Nantes France Europe. 

Naze cape S. Norway • . . .Europe. 

Nice Italy Europe. 

Newport Rhode isle . . . .N. America. 

Newport Isle of Wight . .Eng. Channel. 

Newport Monmouthshire Wales. 

New York New York • . . .N. America. 

Nineveh ruins . • . . Turkey Asia. 

Newcastle Northumberland. .England. 

Ningpo China Asia. 

Norfolk isle S. Pacific ocean. . Asia. 

North cape Norway Europe. 

Nottingham Nottinghamshire. . England. 

Northampton . • . .North am ptonsh. . England. 

Norwich Norfolk -. England. 

Nuremberg Germany Europe. 

Okotsk • • . . • Siberia Asia. 

Otaheite isle^ Society isles. South Pacific ocean. .Asia. 

Oleron isle France Europe. 

Oporto Portugal Europe. 

Orleans France Europe. 

Orleans, New .... Louisiana . . • . N. America. 

Ormus ..»••••.. .Persia Asia. 

Ostend .......... Belgium Europe. 

Oxford Oxfordshire . . . .England 

St Onier's ..... .France Europe. 

L^Orient port . . . .France ."^va^^^. 

Pacitic ocean Fast o? X«va . .^ .^"i kxc^^^ 



203 

Padua .Italy • • • Europe. 

Paisley Renfrewshire . . Scotland. 

Palermo Isle of Sicily • .Europe. 

Palmyra Turkey Asia. 

Panama Central America 

Palmerston's isle . . S. Pacific ocean. . Asia. 

Paris France Europe. 

Parma Italy .. t Europe. 

Patna East Indies . • . .Asia. 

Pau France Europe. 

Pegu Birmese empire. . Asia. 

Pekin China Asia. 

Pembroke Pembrokeshire . . Wales. 

Penzance Cornwall England. 

Perth Perthshire . . • .Scotland. 

Persepolis Persia Asia. 

Petersburg, St Russia Europe. 

Philadelphia Pennsylvania . .N. America. 

Pisa Italy Europe. 

Placentia Italy Europe. 

Plymouth Devonshire • • • .England. 

Plymouth West Indies . . • .N. America. 

Pondicherry India Asia. 

Porto Bello Columbia S. America. 

Port Royal Jamaica isle • • . • America. 

Portsmouth .•.••• Hampshire • • . • England. 

Portsmouth United states . .N. America. 

Prague Bohemia Europe. 

Potosi • • • • Upper Peru, or Bolivia. . S. America. 
Providence • r • • • .United States • .N. America. 

Preston Lancashire • . • .England. 

Presburg Hungary Europe. 

Quebec » .Lower Canada . .N. America. 

Quito Peru S. America^ 

Queen Charlotte^s isles, S. "Pacv&c ooeAXi. « Kn^KtNK^.. 
BSiBle Fraace •••%••• ."^xsxw^* 
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Ehode island ..•• The Levant ^^cvAsia. 

Riga • • « Russia ••Europe. ^ 

Bochelle France Europe.- 

Bochefort France Europe. 'V^""- 

Rome Italy Europe."';' 

Rotterdam Holland Europe. 

Rouen • . • • • France Europe* 

St. Domingo isle • .West Indies. • . • Amene*. 

St. Jago . • • Chili S. America.. 

St. Salvador Brazil S. America. 

Samarcand • • Independent Tartary. . Asia. 

Salisburv Wiltshire England. 

Sandwich isles • • • .N. Pacific ocean. . Asia. 

Santa Fe New Mexico. . . .N. America. 

Savannah ....••«. Georgia N. America. 

St. George^s Chan- between England 

nel and Ireland • .Europe. 

Scarborough Yorkshire England. 

Scone . . • . • Perthshire . • • . Scotland. 

Sea of Azov between Europe and Asia. 

Sea of Marmora • .between Europe and Asia. 

Sea of Ochotsk, between Siberia and Kamptschatka. 

Senegal and Gambia rivers, Senegambia. • Africa. 

Siam East of Birmah. . Asia. 

Shrewsbury Shropshire • . • .England. 

Shields^ South • • • .Durham England. 

Sheemess Kent England. 

Seville Spain ••••*•* .Europe. 

Sidon • Syria^ Turkey , .Asia. 

Smyrna Asia Minor^ Turkey. . Asia. 

Southampton ••••Hampshire ••••England. 

Spa Germany Europe. 

Sound strait^ between Denmark & Zealand. Europe. 

Stafford Staffordshire • • England. 

Sterling • • StetVvngi&Vise » •%QiQk\\a.\A. 

Straaburgh Fraao© .^\««^^, 
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)ckhoIm •••••• Sweden Europe. 

*ait8 of Dover^ betw. England and France. Europe, 
raits of Gibraltar between Europe and Africa, 
laita of Babel-mandedj between Africa and Asia, 
raits of Ormus^ between Persia and Arabia. Asia, 
raits of Malacca^ betw, Malacca and Sumatra. Asia, 
raits of Magellan^ between Terra del Fuego and 

Patagonia. .America, 
raits of Sunda between Sumatra and Java. .Asia, 

*aumness Iceland. . • Europe. 

nderland Durham England. ' 

rinam Guiana. S. America, 

rat • . • East Indies • • • .Asia. 

racuse Sicily isle Europe. . 

urus^ mount • . • .Turkey. Asia. 

neriffe Canary isle •. ..Africa. 

rceira The Azores • • • . Europe. 

lebes Egypt Africa. 

lebes^ ancient^ and modern Thiva^ Greece, .Europe. 
. Thomas' isle . .Virgin isles • • • .America. 

lom W. Prussia • . . .Europe. 

tuan Barbary Africa. 

ibolsk Siberia Asia. 

»msk Siberia Asia. 

»ledo Spain Europe. 

ent Germany • • • . . .Europe. 

oy ruins Turkey Asia. 

)mea Lapland Europe. 

ipoli Barbary . . • • • .Africa. 

mis Barbary Africa. 

irin Italy Europe. 

rre Turkey — Syria. .Asia. 

psal Sweden Europe. 

shant isle France .«.•••, .'EkXi^'g^* 

trecht Holland • • . • « ^IkM'c^'^^. 

nice Italy. • • • *'^^««^* 
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Vera Craz Mexico N. America. 

Verona Italy. • • Europe. 

Versailles France Europe; 

Vienna Austria Europe. 

Wakefield Yorkshire England. 

Warsaw ....... .Poland Europe. 

Warwick Warwickshire • .England. 

Waterford Munster Ireland. 

Whitehaven Cumberland • • • .England. 

Wells Somersetshire. • .England. 

Winchester Hampshire • • • .England. 

Worms Germany Europe. 

Worcester Worcestershire. .England. 

Wurtemburg .... Strasburgh— Germany. Europe. 
Yarmouth ..••••• .Norfolk • . • • . .England. 
Yellow Sea N.E. of China. . Asia. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 



B.C.1 

The Creation 4004 

Death of Abel 8875 

The Deluge 2848 

The Tower of Babel is built.... 2247 

The kingdom of Aeayria commences under Ninus 2059 

The Call of Abraham 1921 

Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 1898 

Joseph sold into Egypt 1729 

Moses is bom 1578 

The Israelites go out of Egypt 1491 

The Commandments given nearly three months later 1491 

Balaam lives 14-52 

Troy taken by the Greeks 1184 

Saul is made king 1095 

Solomon's Temple built 1005 

Elijah prophesies 910 

Carthage built by Dido 869 

End of the first Assyrian empire — Death of Sardanapalus . 820 

Sennacherib invades Judah 726 

Samaria taken by Salmanazar — Kingdom of Israel ends ... 720 

Kome built by Komulus 758 

Jehoiakin taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar 597 

Esther, the queen of Ahasuerus, lives 464 

The death of Socrates 400 

Rome taken by the Gauls under Brennus 890 

Alexander the Great dies at Babylon 828 

Euclid lives about 290 

The Septuagint translation 284 

The first Punic war — Borne and Carthago 264 

The Colossus of Rhodes thrown down by an earthquake, 

having stood 56 years 224 

The second Punic war *KSA 

Death of Archimedes 'fi^ 

End oi third Funic war— Carthage de«\aro^e^ \si ^c«^>a* . ^ 
grandson of ScipioAfrioanxw , 
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B.O. 

The first triumvirate at Borne. Pompey, Cseiar, and Crassus 60 

GflDsar iirvades Britain 55 

CflBBar is murdered 44 

A.D. 

Our Sayiour is crucified — Tiberius reigping 33 

Cornelius sends for Peter 41 

St. Paul preaches at Athens 54 

Claudius comes into Britain — Caractacus 43 

Joseph of Arimathflsa supposed to preach in Britain 64 

Paul put to death at Borne by Nero 67 

Jerusalem taken bj Titus, son of YespasianJ 70 

Adrian's wall in Britain built .* 121 

Beyerus builds a wall in Britain — ^Dies in Britain i ^n 

CoDstantine remoyes the seat of Gh>yemment to Constan-] 

tinople 828 

The Bomans leaye Britain « 448 

The Western Empire comes to an end 476 

King Arthur dies 614 

Augustine comes to England with 40 monks 596 

The fiight of Mahomet— The Hegira 622 

The Saxons expel the Britons .»... 685 

Computing the time from Christ begins • 748 

Charlemagne gives names to the winds and months 800 

Egbert becomes King of England 828 

Cambridge University founded , 916 

Coronation oaths used in England 979 

Figures of Arithmetic brought into Europe from Arabia • 991 

Leo Ninth the first pope that maintains an army 1054 

Battle of Hastings—Harold is slain 1066 

Musical notes invented — ^William First 1070 

Tower of London built— Do 1080 

The first Crusade— William Second 1096 

England divided into Circuits*— Henry Second « 1176 

<* Bieu et Mon Droit" used aa royal motto— -Eichard First 1194 

Magna Charta signed — John »..* 1215 

The Commons summoned to Parliament — ^Henry Third ... 1264 

First Prmce of Wales— Edward Second .:.. 1284 

The mariner's compass invented by G-ioia — ^Edward Firtt 1801 

Cannon first used, battt« of Crescy— Edward Third 1846 

Order of the Charter instituted consisting of 26 knighta— 

Edward Third 1849 

Coals brought to London — Edward Third 1357 

John Wickhfie opposes the errors of Bome*-Bdward Third 

about this time 
Cards inrented in France for CViaTW^vx\ik---^«Dx:s'!&^^^ \S9l 
Ooxutantiaople taken by t\io 1\ueVf lSi%aV«ctL'^m^>s» «iu^ V£% 
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A.D. 

Battle of Bosworth Field— Biobard Third slain 1486 

America discovered by Columbus— Henry Seventh 1492 

Battle of Flodden Field--JameB Fourth of Scotland slain— 

Henry Eighth » 1618 

The Diet of Worms— Do 1621 

^Reformation by Martin Luther begun — ^Do 

Protestants protest at the Diet of Spiers, hence the name — 

Do... 1629 

Council of Trent begins, and lasts 18 years 1646 

Beformation in Scotland by John Knox — ^Elizabeth 1660 

Massacre of St. Bartholomew — ^Do 1572 

Sir Francis Drake first English Circumnavigator— Do. ... 1580 
Spanish Armada fitted out by Philip Second of Spain — ^Do. 1688 

Watches brought into England from Germany — Do 1697 

Decimal arithmetic invented — Do. 1602 

England and Scotland united under the same king, James 

First 1608 

Gunpowder plot— Do 1605 

Henry Fourth of France murdered by Bayaillao^Do. ... 1610 

Baronets created in England— Do 1611 

Circulation of the blood discovered by Harvey — ^Do 1619 

Charles First beheaded 1649 

Jamaica taken by Penn and Yenables— Cromwell 1656 

Cromwell dies 1658 

Plague of London— Charles Second 1666 

Fire of London— Do 1666 

St. James's Park laid out— Do 1668 

Habeas Corpus Act passed — Do »« 1^8 

William Penn colomzes Pennsylvania 1680 

Duke of Monmouth*s rebellion — He is beheaded-^ames 

Second 1686 

Bevocation of the Edict of Slants, by Louis FourteenUi— 

Do 1685 

The Bevolution— James Seoond deposed 1688 

Battle of the Boyne— James Second defeated W WiUiam 

Third 1690 

Bank of England established— William and Mary 1698 

Massacre of aiencoe— Do 1698 

Peace of Byswick— Do .7 1696 

James Second dies at St. Cbrmains— William Third 1700 

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel— Do 1701 

Gibraltar taken by Sir G. Booke and Sir C. Shovel— Anne 1704 
Union of England and Scotland under one Parliament— Do* 1707 

St. Paul's Cathedral finished by Sir C. Wren— Do 1710 

Peace of Utrecht— Do "WA 

Louis Fourteenth dies— The Uat "Kmf^ olYtwiw^Vti ^"^^5.- ,^^^- 
oeeded hia Jbther, GeoT^ "E^nt ,....» 
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A.D. 

Bebellion in Scotland in fayoor of the OldPretender— Anne 1715 

Septennial Parliament Act passed — ^Do 1T16 

South Sea Bubble— Do 1719 

Inoculation for the Small Fox first tried — Gkorge Second 1727 
Battle of Dettingen in favour of Maria Theresa — Do. ... 1743 
The Toung Pretender defeated at Culloden by the Duke of 

Cumberland— Do 1746 

Peaceof Aix-la-Chapelle— Do 1748 

New Style introduced September 5th, called 15th — ^Do. ... 1752 

British Museum first established — ^Do 1753 

General Wolfe killed at Quebec— Do 1759 

George Third begins his reign 1760 

Jesuits expelled from the Papal States — G^rge Third ... 1778 
First skirmish between the king's forces and the Ame- 
ricans at Lexington 1775 

Battle of B unker*s Hill between the English and Americans 

— Gieorge Third 1775 

Lieutenant- General Burgojne surrenders his army — ^Do. . 1777 

Admiral Rodney defeats the Spanish fleet — Do 1780 

Earl Cornwallis surrenders his army to General Wash- 
ington—Do 1781 

Independence of America acknowledged by Britain — Do. . 1783 

The first balloon ascent in England— Do 1784 

Times newspaper commenced — Do 1786 

The revolution in Prance under Louis Sixteen begins — Do. 1789 

Louis Sixteen and his queen beheaded — Do 1793 

Battles of St. Vincent and Camperdown— Do 1797 

BattkoftheNUe— Do 1798 

Bonaparte repulsed at Acre — Seringapatam^ in India, taken 

——Do 1799 

Naval engagement near Copenhagen — Emperor Paul of 

Russia dies — Do 1801 

Peace of Amiens — ^Do 1802 

Battle of Trafalgar— Death of Nelson— Do 1805 

Bombardment of Copenhagen — Do 1807 

Battle of Corunna— Death of Sir J. Moore— Do 1809 

Bonaparte invades Russia — Do 1812 

Allied sovereigns enter Paris — Bonaparte abdicates — ^Do. . 1814 

Battle of Waterloo— f'inal defeat of Bonaparte— Do 1815 

Bombardment of Algiers by Lord Exmouth — Do 1816 

Princess Charlotte, daughter of Gteorge Pourth, dies — Do. 1817 

George Third dies 1820 

Cato Street conspiracy — ^Attempt to murder the Cabinet 

Ministers— George Fourth 1820 

Disgusting trial of Queen Carolm©— Do 1820 

Queen Caroline dies — Do .»» »••» \S2l 

Mechanics* institutes founded— T>o. ,, ,,„,o, ».»»«*»*»**»»— '^^'^ 
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A.D. 

Battle of Navarino—Gteorge Fourth 1827 

Test and Corporation Acts imposed by Oharlei Second 

repealed— Do 1828 

London University opened — Do 1828 

Catholic emancipation — Do 1829 

King's College, London— Do 1830 

The Police Force introduced by Sir R. Peel— Do 1830 

William Fourth reigns 1830 

Revolution in France— Charles Tenth deposed — Do 1830 

Reform Bill— Do 1832 

Emancipation of Colonial slaves — Do 1834 

Houses of Parliament destroyed— Do 1834 

Queen Victoria begins her reign 1837 

Rebellion in Canada 1838 

The Queen married Prince Albert 1840 

The Penny Post introduced 1840 

War in China 1842 

The Thames Tunnel opened 1848 

Royal Exchange opened 1844 

Repeal of the Corn Laws 1846 

Louis Philippe deposed 1848 

Great Exhibition at Hyde Park 1851 

Louis Napoleon chosen Emperor of the French 1852 

Wellington dies 1852 

War declared against Russia 1854 

Battles of Alma, Balaklava, and Inkermann 1854 

Indian Mutiny begins 1867 

The Great Eastern launched 1868 

Prince Albert died 1861 

Atlantic Telegraph successfully laid 1866 



TEB END. 
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DE LA VOTE'S 

FRENCH READING BOOKS. 



HEincES DOEEES BE LECTUBE ERAITCAISE 

A Collection of Historical Anecdotes, selected from the 
best Authors by 

MARIN a. DE LA VOYE. 



2. 
Price Is. 6d. 

L£ NAEEATETTK. 

A Collection of Tales, Historical Occurrences, Singula] 
Facts, Good Actions and Q-ood Maxims, selected from the 
best Authors by 

MARIN a. DB LA VOYB. 



8. 

Price Is. 

SESULTATS ET PEEUVES. 

A Selection of Pieces exemplifying the Result of Study, 
Taste and Talent of the most celebrated French Writers ; 
together with Examples of Extraordinary Triumphs of 
Perseverance, set forth as Models for Young Persons, by 

MARIN G. DB LA VOYE. 



4. 
Prtce Is. 

ELISABETH OTT LES EXILES DE SIBEEIE. 

PAR MADAME COTTIN. 

ABRIDGED BY M. G. DB LA VOYE. 
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NEW AND CHEAPEE EDITION OF 
MARKHAM'S ENGLAND. 

Just Pubiislied, Prieo 4s. Illustrated with numerous wood- 
engravings of costumes, &o. 

Mils. MARKHAM'S 
HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

From the First Invasion by the Komans to the end of 
the Keign of George the Third ; with Conversations at the 
end of each Chapter. 

WITH CONTINUATION TO THE PRESENT TIME 

BY 

MARY HOWITT. 



SHAKESPEEE FOE SCHOOLS. 
Just Published, Price Ss. 6d, 

SHAKESFERE'S FLAYS, 

Abridged and Arranged especially for School Reading, and 
for the use of Young Persons, bj 

THOMAS SHOETEE, 

Author of " Poetry for School and Home." ** A Book of 
English Poetry," "A Book of English Prose," &c. 

Just Published, Price 2s. 

THE FRENCH SECRETARY; 

Containing Familiar Letters on various Subjects, followed 
by Models of Letters selected from the most celebrated 
french Correspondence, and Short Letters on Trade and 
Commerce ; with an Appendix consisting of suitable Be- 
ginnings and Endings of Letters. 



BY DR. KENNY, 



Author of the '* 
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